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I’ve learned along the way that it is good for the heart 

& soul periodically to stop and take stock of things and 

the people around me.  It has been 10 years since I 

bought my TR6 and joined TTR.  The experiences and 

friends that have resulted are the things I want to re-

flect upon and brag about this month.  The experiences 

are not only ones of mine personally, but many are ones 

I’ve seen others of you share.   

 

My first exposure to this culture of LBC owners was in 

2009 when I found the website and asked if someone 

would be available to advise me as I evaluated several 

cars before I purchased.  Enter Russ Seto and the rest 

is history.  As most of you know our club is blessed 

with numerous exceptional mechanically minded folks 

who not only know these little cars inside & out, but are 

more than willing to share the knowledge and teach 

others of us who come with little or none of those 

skills.  It does indeed take a village to accomplish many 

of the tasks that these little British mounts demand of 

us to get and keep them running.   I could not have pos-

sibly rebuilt my entire suspension, added an overdrive 

to my original 4 speed tranny, rebuilt my engine, rebuilt 

and tuned my carbs, installed a limited slip differential 

including new half shafts and lately replaced my main 

wiring harness without the guiding hand of numerous 

TTR member friends.   Others of you have been the 

beneficiaries of helping hands from our selfless collec-

tion of enthusiasts when you had a very heavy piece of 

equipment to move, find a new car to replace one that 

burned, had your homes, garages & cars flooded and 

numerous other favors of which I’m not aware. 

 

Besides the access to mechanical expertise, we all en-

joy the pleasures of well planned TTR activities like the 

Polar Bear & Bluebonnet Runs, Falling Leaves Tours, 

Saturday Breakfast gatherings, Autocrosses, Regional 

& National Triumph conventions, AutoRama Car Shows, 

Annual FOG Tours, Club Christmas parties and the list 

goes on.  These events don’t just happen spontaneously, 

the organizational skills and passions of fellow club 

members are brought to bear along with hours of hard 

work to make these pleasures available to the rest of 

us.   

 

These are the things I reflect on about TTR and am 

very grateful for the many different gifts that every-

one brings to our club.  If thoughts of these things we 

enjoy give you a similar warm fuzzy feeling about the 

TTR friends that surround us, don’t hesitate to let 

them know how much you appreciate them and keep 

jumping in there to help when the next need arises.  

 

It’s Autumn in Texas so let’s enjoy those LBCs on the 

road! 

  

From the President … 
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September. September. September.  

 

You can’t see it because I deleted the next few hun-

dred occurrences of ‘September’. But having read my 

previous sentence, you can tell they were there. Now 

you can see what was there, and where I have been for 

some time… trying to figure out where I should be and 

what I should be doing. Not to mention, what I should 

write about this month. 

 

To say it’s been a slow month for me would be an under-

statement. My TR3 hasn’t moved or been started in a 

record length of time. But who keeps records anymore? 

I have been busy not doing the things I’d rather be 

doing. My differential seal still needs replacing. The 

heat has broken enough to allow driving the TR3, but 

since the heat gave way to rain, it’s hardly an improve-

ment. I hope October is better, but I hope and pray 

November is a month worth waiting for. 

 

A short while back (much longer than it takes to type 

‘September’ 257 times) , I received a picture taken by 

our (TTR) president. We emailed back and forth re-

garding some concerns around a few melted wires un-

der his dash, and we eventually concluded that his TR6 

was due for a new wiring harness. Rarely do we have 

the foresight to understand how close we have been to 

a catastrophic failure. Hal did 99% of the install unas-

sisted but asked for a little help on the parts he wasn’t 

comfortable with. Mostly I had to identify mistakes in 

the harness, changes in Hal’s vehicle, prior alterations, 

and a few reminders of our old pal Russ. Not without 

incident, Hal’s car is functioning again. No melted wires 

are hanging out waiting for October, or cooler dry 

weather. All Hal’s wires are secure. All his connections 

are tight. All his gauges can be illuminated by LED 

bulbs. All his fuses are poised and ready to fail at a 

hint of an overloaded circuit. Even Hal’s four-way 

flasher flashes -except the button doesn’t light up. 

 

September. September. September. September. Sep-

tember. September…….. 

Wondering Mechanic 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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I had the Ignition Rotor on my TR6 destroy itself 

(could have been my fault, more on that later). I had rebuilt 

the carburetors and after reinstalling them. The engine 

would not start; it would try but never successfully. I 

finally gave up on adjusting the carbs and decided to 

look elsewhere for the cause. Do you remember the old 

adage that most non-starting problems are not caused 

by the carbs, but are usually ignition problems? When I 

removed the distributor cap, I found that the rotor 

was loose and many tiny bits of plastic were around the 

inside of the distributor. The lug inside of the rotor 

was torn off. Therefore the rotor could not maintain 

the proper position on the distributor shaft and would 

sometime make enough contact for an occasional spark 

that would cause the engine to seem to be trying to 

start. I replaced the rotor with an old one that I had in 

a used parts box and reset the carbs to their proper 

initial settings and the engine started immediately. 

 

I had Mike Hado order me a replacement rotor. But it 

turns out that I had two choices in rotors. So I had 

Mike order one of each. I wanted to see the differ-

ences. Below are pictures of the two rotors, the red 

rotor*, manufacturer unknown, listed for $4.19. The 

black rotor, made by Lucas, listed for $5.99. I have not 

installed either one of these, but will probably keep 

them as spares until the current one fails. 

 

* the Moss catalog describes the red rotor as being blue, I re-
ceived a red one. Other British parts suppliers describe it as 
blue and list the manufacturer as True Spark. 

 

Survey question: Do you have experience with either of 

these rotors or both and did you have problems or good 

service from your choice?  This question applies to all 

of our Triumphs not just the TR6. If you have com-

ments, email them to me and I will compile the results 

for the next Bluebonnet.  

 

 

Email: LMyersHouston@comcast.net. 

 

 

Some time ago, maybe several years ago, there was a 

batch of rotors in circulation that were not well made 

and had reliability problems. Then the Red Rotor was 

manufactured and sold by the various suppliers saying 

it was an improvement. It was a red rotor that was de-

stroyed in my TR6. It had been working without prob-

lems. Here is what I may have done to cause the prob-

lem. This is Jerry Gruss’ theory, and like most things 

that Jerry does, it makes sense. During the time that I 

was rebuilding the carbs, I decided to check on things 

under the hood. I removed the rotor to put a couple of 

drops of oil on the pad in the center of the distributor 

shaft. Jerry thinks that I may not have properly seat-

ed the rotor by pushing it all the way down onto the 

shaft. The rotor was then a little high and when it ro-

tated it caught on the contact points in the cap and of 

course something had to give. Fortunately for me, it 

was a $5 part and not the electronics in the distributor 

or even the cap. 

Ignition Rotors  (a survey) - Len Myers 

mailto:LMyersHouston@comcast.net
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Greetings from the Front once again, 

 

As we last left you, we were headed into Bucharest, 

Romania. The drive from Ploesti proved uneventful and 

on the way into the city we stopped at an RV Parts 

store to get a new water pump for the RV water sys-

tem. After leaving there we headed towards the city.   

 

First, we stayed in a campground that sounded nice. 

Once we got there, we found the description and the 

actual surroundings were a “little” different”. For ex-

ample, they advertised a lake. It was actually just a 

little bigger than a pond here in Texas. They did have 

electricity, so we could run everything and they had hot 

showers and a laundry facility, so we could all get long 

hot showers and catch up on laundry. However, it was 

not attractive, no stores were near nor was transporta-

tion into the city, so we left after 2 days. This is what 

it looked like with only us there and a second caravan 

for the owner. The picture doesn’t do justice as to how 

foggy it was. 

 

 In truth, part of the unattractiveness was a fog that 

had set in and you couldn’t see very far. We decided to 

head into Bucharest and to park for the next few days 

in the middle of downtown at the massive seat of gov-

ernment the Palatul Parlamentuli government building. 

This is their equivalent to the White House. Imagine 

parking in Lafayette Square, across from the White 

House for a few days and for free! Also, while we were 

staying there, they started putting up the Christmas 

Market. 

         

An interesting factoid about this building is that Roma-

nia spends about 6 million a year for electricity in this 

building, yet it doesn’t have central air conditioning. 

Almost all the offices have window A/C units! We got 

here after dark, so we just parked and ate at a nearby 

restaurant. They got our attention with a sign that 

Palace of the People 

Our RV and the Palace 

Greetings from the European Front  
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said, “Eat Here or We Both Starve”. We didn’t starve 

and neither did they that night. 

 

The next morning, we fixed breakfast and were plan-

ning our day when we had a knock at the door. Expect-

ing a policeman, we were surprised to see some friends 

from Brasov - the guy who redid the interior of our RV. 

He and his family had driven down to Bucharest and as 

he was driving by, he saw the RV and recognized it, so 

he stopped. We met his family and visited together. 

After that, a quick walk around the area, then on to 

the Old Town of Bucharest. 

 

While we were walking, there were two interesting 

banks. One was the Bank of Transylvania. I know it’s a 

very famous and beautiful part of Romania,  but it just 

sounds strange. It almost feels like it should be a blood 

bank. The other was Bank Leumi, which is an Israeli 

bank and the one we use in Israel. I did not expect to 

see an Israeli bank in the capital or Romania. And, to 

top off the idea of “unexpected sights in Romania”, the 

Ferrari dealer next to a store using a Fiat as an out-

door decoration. 

 

We walked through Old Town Bucharest, which was in-

teresting. Like all Old Cities of Europe, it consisted of 

a few large squares, lots of old looking shops selling 

touristy items and many restaurants. One outdoor res-

taurant had a unique way of dealing with the weather 

and still providing outdoor dining. 

 

It seems that one American export I did not anticipate 

in Europe was Black Friday. Starting in the Ukraine in 

October we started seeing flyers about Black Friday 

coming soon. Once we got to Romania, the advertising 

became even more common.  

 

The sales were actually pretty good. Joel was having 

Bank of Transylvania 

Bank of Leumi 

Fiat outdoor decoration 

Ferrari Dealership 

Greetings from the European Front  
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problems with his iPhone, so we were able to get him 

another phone, just not an iPhone. iPhone’s are prohibi-

tively expensive in Europe. The new iPhone had been 

released in the US, but the older iPhone 7’s & 8’s were 

actually more expensive there than the new ones were 

in the US, and the new ones wouldn’t arrive there for 

some time. So, Joel settled for a nice Samsung. 

   

Traveling by RV severely limits the amount of stuff you 

can take with you, so we just window shopped as we 

cruised the mall, soaking up Romanian mall culture. 

 

Shopping and sight seeing done for the day we re-

turned to the RV to plan the next day. The highest pri-

ority was to get winter tires for the RV. In Europe 

many countries, especially those we were traveling 

through require Winter tires, not All Season tires for 

the months November through March. As we were plan-

ning on driving through Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Koso-

vo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Northern Italy 

on our way to Southern France, Spain, Portugal and Mo-

rocco, we needed to purchase them. The fines for not 

doing so ranged up to almost 1,000 euros. So, having 

made an appointment while we were in Brasov, we head-

ed through rush hour traffic to the tire store for a 2 

hour job that almost became a 3 hour cruise (see Gilli-

gan’s Island). First, they forgot we were coming and 

had to go get the tires from another store. Then they 

realized they ordered the wrong size, so they had to go 

to a third store to get the right size. Finally, about 6 

hours later, we had the new tires on. Fortunately, we 

were able to wait in the RV where we could work, nap 

and eat. Much better than the typical waiting room! 

 

While we were waiting, we realized it was going to take 

a while, so we started looking for a place to stay the 

night. We found this one place that sounded really neat 

and about 4:00 we were able to start driving there. 

This was in a suburb of Bucharest, but because of traf-

fic and rainy weather, it took almost 3 hours to get 

there. Once we arrived, we were able to hook up the 

electric’s and relax. 

 

Little did we know at the time, this stop was to have 

such a powerful impact on our trip and is impacting us 

still today.  

 

Stay tuned for the next chapter. 

Black Friday Bucharest Mall 

Outdoor dining in Bucharest 

Black Friday Ukraine 

Greetings from the European Front  
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This was the sixth virtual monthly meeting via Zoom.  The meeting, which was originally planned to be physically 

hosted by Mike and Sallie Rouse, was changed to a virtual meeting due to gathering restrictions caused by the 

COVID-19 virus. 

 

TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:12 after some fun chatting by TTR members. There 

were ~ 32 Zoom session attendees, plus 4 proxies from absentees, constituting a quorum for TTR club business. 

 

Opening Comments – Fred Wagner outlined the protocol for the Zoom meeting, and Hal thanked Fred for being 

the Zoom meeting coordinator. 

 

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership - Mike Hado – reported the current family membership at 193 including one new member from Som-

erville, TX. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp – reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.  The overall 

club financial condition is strong.  

 

Regalia - John Wakefield - nothing new to report.  Two of the new T-shirts have been sold.  Hal asked questions 

about logistics in this Covid environment.  After discussion, the resolution for John is to send out shirts and other 

regalia via mail, and let the buyer know what the postage cost was. 

 

IT - Hal for Bob Pennington - reported that Bob has been busy with his day job and things have been slow to get 

the recent Bluebonnet’s posted. 

 

Events 

 

• Special Events - Mike Rouse - nothing to report except that they ran a short test route.  The gating fac-

tors preventing restarting now are the unknown separation requirements regarding Covid and group size.  

They will keep monitoring the situation and have routes ready to run when it is safe to do so.  

 

• Breakfast Meetings - John Barrett – sees same situation regarding group size.  He has a list of locations 

and is ready to move forward when the time is right.  Fred Wagner - reported that the MG club had an in-

formal breakfast meeting at Eats on Hempstead Highway with about eight members participating. 

 

• Meeting Safety Protocol – Hal – introduced proposed In-Person TTR Event / Meeting Covid Mitigation Pro-

tocols: 

 

Attendees actions  

1.  Comply with State/County/City/CDC regulations & recommendations 

2.  Follow social distancing & face covering requirements of all of the above jurisdictional authorities 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for September 
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Venue / Food & Beverages 

1.  Provides adequate space for required social distancing (Outdoors is preferable, if possible) 

2.  Wrapped individual servings only (Food & Drinks.)  

3.  No buffet or shared dishes 

 

Hal requested attendee’s thoughts and reactions to the protocols. There was some discussion about alter-

natives on how to safely get together, including an alternative of bringing your own food and beverage in 

your own cooler.  There was agreement that self-provisioning might be an easy approach initially when we 

get together again for planned TTR Club Events, but initially meeting logistics could be simplified and made 

more safe by eliminating food and beverages altogether. 

 

• VTR 2021 Nationals - Hal reported that COVTR has agreed to host the VTR 2021 Nationals in September 

2021.  Mike Rouse reported that hotel reservations are not available now….need to wait until January.  

 

• Houston All British Car Day - Mike Hado reported that the Houston All British Car Day has been can-

celled for 2020.   

 

• FOG tour - still scheduled to leave Oct 3.  Ten people will participate in the whole trip and a few others 

that will join en route. Dave Smith will schedule a Zoom meeting for participants to work through some lo-

gistical details. 

 

Old Business  

 

• TTR Autorama Display – Mike Hado reported that he went over there yesterday to review the situation.  

The display is sitting on three carts, and Mike’s assessment is that it would be a daunting task to set up 

the full exhibit again.  Mike believes we could store it somewhere else if we choose to do so.  The storage 

footprint is about 10ft square.  If we can’t find a storage area we could offer it up to another club nation-

wide for free. Question - have we offered this to VTR Staff?  Answer - not yet, but that would be a possi-

bility.  Hal summarized the situation - if we can’t find a free place to store it in the near-term, the obvious 

next step would be to offer it up to other clubs for free.  John Barrett reported that Lone Star College 

would not be interested in the exhibit.  Action item - Mike will send out the offering to South-Central Re-

gional clubs first to see if there is interest in acquiring the display. 

 

• Next meeting – is scheduled to be hosted by Len & Marti Myers, but another Zoom meeting is a strong 

possibility.   

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:55.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten  

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for September 
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Monthly Meetings Scheduled:  

• October - Len & Marti Myers 

• November—John & Liz Reynolds 

• December—Annual TTR Christmas Party 

TTR September Meeting Photos and Schedule 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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New Members: 

No new members last month 

 

Member News - Mike Hado 

 

TTR Birthdays for October 

 

Ithaca McCollin 1 

LaWanda Trahan 1 

Lynn Wieser 1 

Bob Grover 5 

Chris Henderson 5 

Beth Lubojacky 10 

Rick Trenholme 10 

Eric Guenther 11 

LaDonna Tebbe 11 

Jill Holden 13 

Shane Richolson 14 

Mike Gentry 16  

Jerry Gruss 17 

Jerry Ashworth 21 

Karla Fuqua 22 

Becky Drake 23 

Stanford Seto 23 

John Baguley 24 

Talal Saklou 28 

Eric Schumann 28 

Bruce Thompson 28 

John Hanten 30 

Mark Macy 30 
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Club Events 

 

Breakfast Meetings - Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are on-hold until 

we can conduct them safely.  If things start to 

open up John & Sam will be communicating to you 

via emails from Mike Hado. Stay safe out there 

until we can get together once again. 

 

Monthly Meetings  -   virtual via ZOOM until further notice 

 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

When breakfast meetings resume we meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & usually eat Breakfast at around 

8:00 am. 

Car viewing after Breakfast 

 

 

Non-club Triumph Events 

 

Triumphest 2020 - Postponed until 2022 – Phoenix, AZ  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Houston All British Car Day - Cancelled 
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Information  - Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Registry Website  

https://www.triumphsokc.org/  

2021 VTR National Convention 

https://www.triumphsokc.org/


 

 17 

 

October  2020  

 PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you 
needed to remove in order to replace a 50 cent part. 

 

  

HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to cut hoses too short. 

 

 

  

HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as 
a kind of divining rod to locate the most expensive parts not far from the object 

we are trying to hit. 

 

  

MECHANIC'S KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard 
cartons delivered to your front door; works particularly well on contents such as 

seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund checks, 
and rubber or plastic parts. 

 

  

DAMMIT TOOL: Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage While 

yelling "DAMMIT" at the top of your lungs. It is also the next tool that you will 
need. 

 

 

  

EXPLETIVE: A balm, usually applied verbally in hindsight, which somehow eases 

those pains and indignities following our every deficiency in foresight. 

 

 

  

JESUS PIN: Any roll pin, spring clip, or similar fastener that when released, flies 
away supersonically, never to be seen again, causing you to shout: "JESUS !!!" as 
loud as possible. 

  

 

 To Be Continued ………. 

Continued list of alternative tool descriptions based on real-life experiences. 

Mechanic’s Tool Descriptions …….. 
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Continuing with the goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month again features one of the TTR cars 

that was at the 2019 National Convention in Dripping Springs, TX.  That event was covered with comments and 

photos by Shawn Frank, Editor of The Vintage Triumph, the monthly publication of the Vintage Triumph Register.  

Shawn has provided his permission to use both the text and photos  in the featured cars from that event. 

 

This month the featured car is French Blue late-1974 TR6 belonging to Tim Maxwell,  a TTR member since late 

2017.  Here is the story of Tim and his car: 

How did you get interested in Triumphs? 

 

Well, back in 1974 I lived in New Jersey and saw my 

neighbor roll by in a new TR6. That’s when I made a 

‘Vow to the Moon & Stars’ that I would someday have 

one that was short and blue . When I turned 16 my 

first car was a 1960 TR3, although it never ran other 

than the local cat and her kittens would run in and out.  

(I guess it was those low doors they liked.)  My next 

Triumphs were a 1977 Spitfire, a 1968 TR 250, and 

1980 TR7.  Sad to say they all had an untimely death, 

so in my retirement I remembered that ‘Vow to the 

Moon & Stars’  and acquired a 1974 TR6, short & blue .  

 

When did you acquire this car?  Where and how did 

you find it? 

 

I acquired my 74 TR6 in 2018 here in Houston with the 

help of Mike Hado .  

 

What do you know about the history of the 

car?  Any interesting or unusual facts? 

I believe that I am the second owner and what caught 

my eye was the car was stock with low mileage .  

 

What has been done to the car? And what has been 

done since you’ve owned it? 

 

New paint job with/ many new cosmetic parts.  The 

complete  list is too long  to detail here. 

 

Has the car been in any shows? 

 

I have had it in several Regionals and the 2019 Nation-

als.  It has also been in several Houston All British Car 

Day shows, and the 2019 AutoRama.  

 

What kind of events do you enjoy doing with the 

car?  TTR club events, Regional & National events, 

or other. 

 

Our TTR Club Events which have local - one day and  3 

day trips , but by far - the Great Friendships.  

 

Tim at 2019 AutoRama 2019 AutoRama Placard 
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North American Triumphs 

Tim Maxwell of Houston, Texas showed this at the Con-

cours during The Vintage Triumph Register National 2019 

in Dripping Springs, Texas. The Hill Country Triumph Club, 

Austin TX put on an outstanding show! 

Tim's 1974 1/2 TR-6 is a stunning color, first and foremost. 

An excellent color that would bring a smile to just about 

anyone's face that saw it driving on the road. Between 

that, the signature sound of a Triumph 2.5L, and the clean, 

crisp, nearly perfect lines of this example; it's obvious that 

this is a piece of automotive passion to the owner. What a 

beauty! 

Photos from 2019 VTR Concours 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARByH9gh68x7xIVWoq0J4xCPw8y32AuJ_T_sE22_K-PnfFdxz0Ngb-vc19OsbhJNmvUfyiCUzxedL9wg&hc_ref=ARSOQRYPoAeLwdT9E-pWTY2dAk7i2gzKnfJ_MYvhgei7793B6DU4w92X1fzwMNixOyM&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCWzpwasUBvOadhSBqLd9f6YNjh2y5BCFKoud5Sbju3Dc_mu2cDBf2z_3ZSg8NRAdpbibx1vC02wJQf&hc_ref=ARQnICCIUw8_-Ic96v21ANuARCKdOqNik33lo26O1rRsdc2jjFRSXKJEjM3zk29cAk0&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109119715780413/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCrCoDF2_BXOpxpy_Ru9aunoLDTx0paEuaq6NPhWkngGK9CTtA8FxNryu11mF3dfOgec2nV5TBm7qzBtKTybaAsSL1O5rDtI2w5JHkUs6aQz4e9GpdS2ThzQpNS08Ei05QIo9Dq-8KxbDV4MgOxNi0QnZL-FuNQi3CXONoNm-WPJwP-O_
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152467700261/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCrCoDF2_BXOpxpy_Ru9aunoLDTx0paEuaq6NPhWkngGK9CTtA8FxNryu11mF3dfOgec2nV5TBm7qzBtKTybaAsSL1O5rDtI2w5JHkUs6aQz4e9GpdS2ThzQpNS08Ei05QIo9Dq-8KxbDV4MgOxNi0QnZL-FuNQi3CXONoNm-WPJwP-O_5oc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152467700261/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCrCoDF2_BXOpxpy_Ru9aunoLDTx0paEuaq6NPhWkngGK9CTtA8FxNryu11mF3dfOgec2nV5TBm7qzBtKTybaAsSL1O5rDtI2w5JHkUs6aQz4e9GpdS2ThzQpNS08Ei05QIo9Dq-8KxbDV4MgOxNi0QnZL-FuNQi3CXONoNm-WPJwP-O_5oc
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October  2020  Featured Car - Tim Maxwell’s TR6 

Story - Tim Maxwell, John Hanten  

Photos - Shawn Frank, John Hanten 

Photos from 2019 VTR National Concours and 
2019 South Central Regional Concours 

Great showing with 3rd Place Late TR6 Class 
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October  2020  Triumph Staaaaag - Clarkson's Car Years - BBC 

This month the Triumph link is to a 6 minute video re-

counting the history of the British car industry and 

the economic challenges and ultimate demise of all of 

the manufacturers.  Jeremy uses the Triumph Stag as 

a notable example of poor decisions made by British 

Leyland and highlights some of the key flaws in the 

engineering that could have been avoided. The narra-

tion is in typical Clarkson style, and it is worth tuning 

in just to hear him show how the car’s name should be 

pronounced…...Staaaag! 

 

Triumph Staaaaag   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGJty_Rdp1U  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGJty_Rdp1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGJty_Rdp1U
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October  2020  Join TRA Today Flyer 
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October  2020    TTR Regalia 

 

 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

  

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Men’s Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master. 

   

See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are availa-
ble through Lands End on-line purchase. 
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October  2020  TTR Resin Regalia – John Hanten 

Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters, 

and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf 

plates. 

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors Other Triumph-related designs 

2020 Polar Bear Run  

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets 

2020 Bluebonnet Run  2019 Falling Leaves  

Pricing: 

•   Round Magnets - $5   

•   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets) 

•   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25 

•   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional) 
 

Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can 

cast to order.  jbh 

2020 Round Top Lunch Run  
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October  2020  

Two steps forward and three steps backward might be 

the theme in the garage this month. 

 

240Z Modifications 

 

I’ve been very focused on getting the 240Z engine 

build complete and the engine and transmission in-

stalled in the Z and I can’t remember all the time I’ve 

spent on LS build forums and viewing YouTube videos to 

help me pull all the aftermarket components out of the 

boxes cluttering the garage and installing them onto 

the engine. It’s hard to believe that the only original 

components of the engine, I tore apart months ago, is 

the block, the rods, the front and rear engine covers 

and the transmission. Everything else has been pur-

chased out of the Summit Racing catalog, or small cot-

tage businesses. 

 

As you might expect, not everything goes back togeth-

er like stock explaining all the hours on forums looking 

for advice. Amazingly, there always seems to be some-

one who has already worked through the issue before 

me and – for the most part – the engine build has gone 

quite well. 

 

As a lot of the engine bolt-ons all seem to reside in 

very close quarters to one-another there seems to be a 

large use of Torx bolts to minimize the size of bolt 

heads when attaching parts to the engine. I’ve noticed 

that a lot of the YouTubers and forum participants 

have been complaining that they can’t seem to get the 

required torque on the Torx head bolts to reach the 

GM required torque specs. They seem to mess up the 

Torx head when trying to hit more than 15 foot pounds. 

I was starting to run into the same issue until I started 

installing the accessory drive set I bought from Vin-

tage Air.  

 

Vintage Air makes an entire kit as part of their Aircon-

ditioning kit for hotrodders to allow you to fit the AC 

compressor, water pump, alternator, front damper on 

the front of the LS engine. Their kit is becoming a fa-

vorite of the Restomod guys as it allows them to put all 

the accessories in a very compact arrangement needed 

to fit the LS into tight engine bays, like – say a 240Z. 

You’ve heard the expression “They wrote the book on 

it”, right? Well, one of the owners of Vintage Air actu-

ally wrote the book on how to air-condition your hotrod. 

It’s so straight forward, that the TR7 – V8 will proba-

bly be running one of their ACs, too. 

 

Anyway, back to the story of Torx head bolts. In the 

installation instructions for the front damper ATi (the 

Vintage Air wrote the book on air conditioning 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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company who makes the Damper Vintage air uses) has 

an entire paragraph about ensuring the installer uses 

Torx Plus tools to install their damper. They go on to 

say that you can usually put in regular Torx tools in the 

Torx Plus heads, but you will probably strip the head 

out. Being the tool guy I am, I immediately went on-line 

and purchased a new set of Torx Plus tools and had no 

issue getting over 25 foot pounds when I installed a 

pulley to their damper. I suppose I should go out to the 

forums and let the guys know how to solve their issue, 

but I guess – for now at least – this is your and my lit-

tle secret. 

 

I had mentioned last month that my new TrickFlow cam 

had a small amount of surface rust on it and I was go-

ing to talk to Summit Racing about what remedy I 

might have. I sent them an email with some photos of 

the rust and the next day I got a reply from a custom-

er rep at Summit. He mentioned he had the same issue 

and told me to hit the spots with fine grade emery pa-

per and that would solve my problem. He was right, so I 

lubed up the cam and installed it after cleaning it up 

per his suggestion. The hardened surface was not im-

pacted by the emery paper, just the rust. 

 

I’m using the ECU (engine control unit, aka., computer) 

that came with the engine which required all the sen-

sors for monitoring water temperature and oil pressure 

be in place and hooked up to the ECU. I was left to the 

dilemma of how to hook my Speedhut gauges up to the 

engine. I found a little company in Kansas City  called 

ICT Billet that makes all sorts of parts for installing 

LS engines. They made some fittings that allowed me to 

hook up the sensors provided by Speedhut as input into 

Torx Plus bits for those tool junkies out there. 

Cam coated with assembly lube ready to be 
installed. 

Getting the timing correct on the new cam. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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their gauges. It constantly amazes me the number of 

specialty parts being developed for cramming the LS 

engine into just about anything. 

 

Not sure if I’ve mentioned the Speedhut gauges be-

fore, but they are a small gauge company in Florida who 

make almost any type of gauges you can imagine. They 

actually created the gauge cluster used by Ford in the 

latest Ford GT, so they are a very credible company to 

deal with.. I had them make a GPS speedometer for me 

that incorporated the fuel gauge into its face. They 

also created a tachometer that is powered by input 

directly from the GM ECU. I asked them to give me 

the redline matching the original Z28 tachometer the 

engine came out of. They also have a built-in shift light 

customizable by the client. I also got a voltmeter, oil 

pressure gauge and water temperature gauge. All really 

nice stuff for a pretty reasonable rate considering the 

amount of customization available and the technology. 

They include all the wiring and sensors needed to hook-

up their gauges, so a very complete kit. 

 

I found a little fabrication company called Skillard that 

makes all sort of custom aluminum parts for the early 

Zs that makes adaptors to allow the installation of the 

Speedhut gauges into the original instrument pods in 

the 240Z dash. The original Z dash had three small 

gauges on the top middle of the dash, plus the tach and 

speedo directly in front of the driver. The original 

clock didn’t have the bracket needed to fit the Skillard 

adaptors, but I found an individual who makes the 

brackets out of plastic printed by his 3D printer. 

Amazing, right? 

 

Fortunately, I really do enjoy the research necessary 

to find the parts needed to pull my conversion off on 

the  240Z. As I’ve mentioned before, restoration and 

restomodding can get very frustrating if you don’t have 

much patience. I might not be the best mechanic in the 

club, but I normally can tell you who makes the best 

stuff for our old British cars when you start doing a 

bit of restomod action on them. I’m definitely enjoying 

learning everything about building LS engines and hook-

ing them up so they look like the factory did the origi-

nal installation in the Datsun. Not everyone’s cup of 

tea, but I enjoy it. Nothing like a tidy installation of an 

item to make my day! 

 

After I finished the LS engine build I needed some 

minions to help me with the installation. Karl was hiding 

in his new garage in Tucson, but – once again – I was 

able to convince Mike Rouse and John Baguley to give 

me a hand. How long could it take to install an engine in 

the 240?  It turned out, not very long. It was good 

having capable engineers to help me install the engine. 

All that was needed now was to install the transmission. 

At that point it was time for lunch and John and Mike 

then headed home. 

 

Installing Speedhut gauges into the Datsun 
dash.  

Datsun dash ready for new gauges. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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New Harland Sharp roller rockers installed. 
Anodized orange shouldn’t be covered by 
valve covers!  

Engine ready for installation 

John & Mike after helping me install the LS1 
into the 240Z.  

New Accel coils installed on the new, taller 
Holley valve covers.  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 

John’s TR4 joining Mike’s in the driveway. 
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It was nice having their red TR4s in the driveway, as 

there needed to at least be a mention of Triumphs to 

stop this column from becoming a mostly JDM article. 

John has been working hard on getting his TR4 road-

worthy since buying it from an owner in Galveston. 

Mike’s TR4 has been given a light restoration, but – 

being one of Randy De Ruiter’s ex cars – was in excel-

lent shape when Mike picked it up a few months back. 

Randy makes nice stuff! 

 

 

 

Whataburger, the lunch of champions! 

Looking good installed! 

Engine installed John & Mike checking out Mike’s TR4. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Karl and Penny arrived back to Houston the day after 

the engine was installed and Karl was willing to help me 

to install the transmission. After about 3 hours of hav-

ing no luck getting the tranny aligned and installed, we 

finally pulled the engine again to see what the issue 

was. It turned out the clutch disk had shifted a bit 

down and would not allow the tranny pilot shaft to en-

gage in the pilot bearing in the back of the crank. Af-

ter we got that sorted, we decided to install the tranny 

onto the engine and put the engine and tranny into the 

Z at one time. As always, that didn’t go quickly, but we 

did get that satisfying moment when the tranny slipped 

into the pilot bearing and we were able to start the 

bolts to pull the tranny up to the engine. All went 

smoothly until we tried to get the two bottom bolts 

installed and realized that they did not line up with the 

two holes in the oil pan. SIGH! I did say I enjoy the 

research part, so now I’ve got to figure out what needs 

to happen to sort that out. Stay tuned. 

 

Not sure if any of you are addicted to YouTube chan-

nels, but one of my most recent favorites is a channel 

called Project Binky. It’s got two Brits who are in-

stalling a late Toyota engine and AWD system into an 

early ‘70s Mini. One of the guys is a fantastic fabrica-

tor who makes me feel unworthy whenever I watch him 

fabricate something as simple as a new bracket. An en-

tertaining show as the guys are pretty funny in that 

Monty Python sort of way. He has made me up my game 

as I’m fabricating brackets to mount the front conden-

ser of my Vintage Air A/C on the 240Z. 

 

Not wanting to keep the fun of restomodding to such a 

small group of friends, I’ve already started to recruit 

Jerry Gruss to come over to help me modify the wiring 

harness of the Z. I had originally thought about using a 

Painless Universal hotrod harness (with 21 circuits), 

along with their gauge cluster wiring, so I put in an or-

der to Summit for the parts. Once the parts arrived 

and I started examining the Datsun’s wiring harness, I 

realized that the harness was in excellent condition, so 

All ready for Karl to help me install the 
tranny.  NOT! 

All we need to do is install the tranny 

A few steps backward, but will make a good 
story once I figure out what’s wrong with the 
bellhousing & get the driveline installed again.  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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All the connectors needed for a Datsun 240Z 
wiring harness.

am probably just going to add an additional 4 circuits to 

the original harness for the AC and the ECU/Fuel in-

jection system of the LS. That left me with a new 21-

circuit kit needing a home. 

 

A quick call to my TR7 to TR8 conversion expert, Doug 

Trapp, got me some advice, along with wiring diagrams 

from the TR8. After digging in a bit, I found some ad-

ditional sources for the conversion and will either go 

Doug’s recommended path of using a TR8 harness in my 

conversion, or – possibly – using the Dan Master’s de-

signed kit for the MGB GT V8 that Advanced wiring 

sells. Jerry and I have already installed two of Dan’s 

kits in a TR250 and TR4a, so we’re familiar with the 

kit. Plus, Dan uses the British Leyland color standard 

for the wires, so it would look relatively stock in ap-

pearance. This is still a work-in-progress, so stay tuned 

on that, too. 

 

As a sidenote, I found a small US company that makes 

OEM connectors (plastic connectors and the small met-

al pieces that fit into said connectors) for ‘60s and 

‘70s Japanese motorcycles and cars. They have a kit 

that has every electrical connector needed for the 

240Z, so I’ve bought that so I can make any additional 

circuit I need to add to my stock harness look factory 

installed. Plus, if I have any suspect connectors, I have 

the parts to fix the OEM harness. Once again I’m im-

pressed by all the small cottage enterprises out there.  

 

Bob Pennington Oil Leak 

 

Bob Pennington gave me a call to see if he could sched-

ule some time on the lift to see where his TR4 was 

leaking from. When we got his car up on the lift we 

sprayed the undercarriage with some brake cleaner and 

proceeded to clean-up the oil and grime from his car to 

see if we could pinpoint the exact spot of the leak. We 

found it was coming from his A-type overdrive, way up 

the side of the overdrive. A quick call just to annoy our 

OD expert, Mr. Hado, got us the information that the 

Project Binky inspired brackets being crafted 
for the AC condenser on the Z 

Bob mystified by his car leaking oil. Who 
knew that LBCs leak oil?  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 

All the connectors needed for a Datsun 240Z 
wiring harness. 
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whole tranny would need to be dropped to replace an O-

ring to fix Bob’s leak. Bob didn’t take my solution of 

replacing his OD with a Toyota 5-speed too seriously, 

so the community-at-large will be given a chance to help 

Bob remove his tranny in the near future, so the leak 

can get sorted. As my luck with tranny installs has been 

pretty grim lately, I’m hoping there are some of you 

out there who would love to assist Bob in this little en-

deavor. 

 

Tub O’ Towels Tip 

 

A little tool tip for those of you interested – I’ve 

started to use Tub O’ Towels to clean my hands since 

I’ve been getting a lot of engine assembly lube on my 

hands this month and it doesn’t wash off all that easily. 

The towels in Tub O’ Towels work fantastic for getting 

oil, RTV and other nasty stuff like anti-seize off your 

hands. I bought mine at O’Reilly’s, but have also seen it 

at Harbor Freight and other parts stores. You might 

want to try them as they work great and keep your 

hands from drying out when you have to wash them a 

lot. 

 

Neighbor Karmann Ghia 

 

One of my neighbors, Joel, used to have all sorts of 

cool projects in his garage, but has been downsizing 

over the last year. He came over to the garage the oth-

er day to see what I was up to and mentioned that he 

had found a ‘70s VW Karman Ghia that had been sitting 

in a paint and body shop for the last 10 years. Appar-

ently, the owner never paid the final bill for the paint 

and the shop finally settled the bill by buying the car. 

Joel is a Master Electrician and saw it sitting in the 

shop when he was helping them do some wiring. They 

mentioned they would be interested in selling it, so Jo-

el made a deal with them. He was going to rent a U-

Haul and haul it home, but I mentioned that I had a 

trailer and I would help him start to restock his gar-

age. We got it picked up and pushed into his garage and 

he has made major progress in getting it back together 

and running this month. Always glad to help my friend’s 

with their car addictions! 

 

 

 

 

 
Tub O’ Towels. Keeps your hands soft as …….  

My neighbor, Joel, getting ready to load his 
new purchase into his garage  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Garage Door Insulation Project 

 

After being shocked by the sky high electricity bills 

while running the garage AC this summer, I finally de-

cided to do something about it. The first area of inter-

est was thinking my 16-foot garage doors needed to be 

insulated. Once I got to looking at them, I found that 

the original owner had added insulation to them al-

ready. However, the small garage door at the side of 

the house had not been insulated. I always wondered 

why the side room seemed to be so much warmer than 

the main garage. For $60 I found some insulation pan-

els that took all of 30 minutes to install on the door. 

The side room is now much cooler than it was in the 

past, so I’m hoping that’ll help next summer. 

 

 

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, 

stay safe!  

Starting to add insulation  

Insulation completed 

Added shelving above door for more space 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 

Story and Photos - James Moore 
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So now it’s October, and things continue to be touchy 

with capacity restrictions, mask requirements, and so-

cial distancing guidelines.  I can’t say that I enjoy this 

alternate “normal” but the requirements have been 

incorporated into my daily routine and limited trips to 

local stores.  I do look forward to the time when we 

can begin meeting in-person again and creating new 

content for this newsletter. 

 

I thank the regular contributors…..Hal, Jerry, Bob, 

and James for their contributions, and welcome any 

contributed articles from any TTR members regarding 

your car, wrenching, Triumph history or trivia, or al-

most anything else you feel might be of interest to 

the club members. 

 

I will continue with the TTR Featured Car series as 

long as there are members who are willing to have 

their cars featured.  Don’t be surprised to see an 

email from me with some featured photos of your car 

asking for your reply to a few simple questions, and 

permission to use the photos and your reply in a future  

story. 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

TR6 Antenna Replacement 

 

One of the smaller, but necessary, projects under-

taken on the TR6 was replacing the radio antenna.  

Here’s a set of annotated photos documenting the 

process, that turned out to be more complicated 

than I had initially estimated.     jbh 

Photo 1 - The base of the antenna had been 
flaking chrome for a while, and the top section 
finally broke off when lowering the antenna to 
put on the car cover. 

Photo 2 - The antenna could not be removed 
from the top...so I pursued access from the in-
side. This photo is the rear front wheel well. 

 
Behind the road wheel is a metal splash panel, 
that seals the wheel well behind the tire. There 
are six bolts on the interior side of the panel. 
 
The car had been undercoated, so access to the 
bolts was tough. I put the car on a lift, removed 
the road wheel, and used a small chisel to access 
the bolt heads, shown at the end of the yellow 
arrows. 
 
The green arrow is the seam between the splash 
panel and the outer fender. 
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Photo 3 - The splash panel.....removed from the 
car. It had been in place for 43 years. The an-
tenna was installed by the dealer in 1976, when 
the current owner bought the car. 

Photo 4 - The threads on the old antenna were 
frozen, so careful sawing was needed to remove 
the antenna base from the nut. 

Photo 5 - With the access now open, it was 
straightforward to install the new antenna and 
route the wire, and re-install the splash shield. 
This access provided a good opportunity to wipe 
down the front suspension that had been over-
hauled five years earlier. 

Photo 6 - The final result.....good for another 
40+ years.  

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 



 

 36 

 

October  2020  

Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page 

TTR Puzzle Page 
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-

bership meetings on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month except December (when we 

have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 

(281.807.4780).  

 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:    New Membership      Renewal Update 
 
Member’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
         
Birthday (month/day)  _____________/_____________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
        
Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________         

 
Street (or Mailing) Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 
 City: ____________________________________ State: _____  Zip:  _________ 

 
  Home Phone:  _______________ Work phone: _____________   Cell:  _______________ 
 

  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 

them: 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourself/selves and 

your Triumph(s).   

 

Year      Model         Commission No.                Color                                Condition* 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 

 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 

Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  –or-- 

 

On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 

TTR Membership Form 


