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MVT Officers
President: Stan Seto, 513-683-7974
Vice President: Randy Wakefield,
937-367-4993
Secretary: Phil Daye, 937-423-8157
Treasurer: Carolyn Daye,
937-423-8157
Membership: Mike McKitrick,
937-429-5331
Events: Bruce Clough,
937-376-9946
Please send comments/suggestions to:
news@miamivalleytriumphs.org
or to the P. O. Box.

In Columbus 20 May, 2007.

Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the
20th.
Obligatory Disclaimer

"The Marque" is the official publication of the
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box
144, Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers
or members of the club. Technical data is
provided for information only and no liability is
assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety.
Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center
of the Triumph Register of America. Membership
is $20 yearly and is usually paid in May. Nonrenewing members are deleted from the mailing
list. Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the
month at Fuddruckers Restaurant on Kingsbridge
Drive, behind the Dayton Mall, unless otherwise
noted in the "Marque". General membership
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner
starting at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting. Anyone
interested is most heartily invited to attend.
Triumph car ownership is not required.

The President’s Comments,
British Car Days – Meeting Report – 16 May
2007
Skip Peterson, David Gribler and their wives, of
the MG Car Club, and Stan Seto, Ellis Ball, Phil,
Carolyn and Cheyanne Daye, and Randy
Wakefield of Miami Valley Triumphs met at
Poelking Lanes at 7:00 PM to discuss BCD
2007. There was one other MG Club member,
whose name I didn’t record also in attendance.
Some 300 plus Flyers were mailed and we got
about 15% of them back because the return
address was bolder than the mailing labels and
lined up rather than were offset higher on the
folded page. The mail scanners were picking up
the return address. This will be corrected in
future printing of the flyer. Returned flyers were
marked-up and re-mailed.
We have about eleven registrations in at the time
of the meeting, so things are happening earlier
this year. One is a Metropolitan owner.
Goody bags need to be nailed down, Skip to talk
to Bill Hammond about Moss Motor sponsorship
of these items.
Ellis Ball bought two light blue tee shirts and
two yellow tee shirts for the committee
inspection. The lighter blue (river blue) shirt was
selected for as the color for 2007. Of the yellow
and the gold tee shirts, the lighter yellow
(banana yellow) was selected as the color for
2008. Ellis will look into getting both the yellow
and gold, and the non-selected blue shirts
imprinted when the mass of shirts is done to give
us some idea of how well these colors look with
the BCD logo on them.
Although we had decided to go with the
MGBGT and the Stag on the 2007 shirt, the Stag
copy was not all that good, so the decision was
made to substitute a TR6, much better graphics.
(Complaints for the Stag can be sent to the US
Gov’mt Printing Office in Washington, DC).
Cost of the shirts was reviewed. Shirt cost was
$1.50 in 2006, $2.05 per shirt in 2007. XXL size
is unchanged at $2.24. But if we ordered the
shirts immediately, we could get them for $1.79
each. Looks like printing will go up per shirt
also, so we are starting to push the limit for the
$10.00 registration fee, and may increase that
cost to $12.00 for 2008. Note by 18 May, about
300 shirts were ordered and picked up at the
lower price.

Phil Daye reported as the Door Prize Chairman,
that he has the letter to send out to vendors, and
that we already have one door prize in hand.
Logo for letter is required, Chip will provide that
to Phil.
Concession stand workers indicated that the food
situation is well in hand. We will need to bring
Ice as in years past, so start talking this up with
the clubs.
Skip would like to provide golf card scoring
pencils this year with the scorecards. It was
recommended that the Oriental Trading
Company be contacted as a source.
Skip indicated that a person from Georgia
contacted him. There is the potential that ten
Triumphs from that state may attend our
meeting. Also that the Cleveland club which has
always held their meet on the same Saturday has
changed their date due to poor attendance (was
that us??)
The traffic cone crisis may be solved. A local
SCCA Autocross club has said we can use their
cones for our event. So we don’t have to buy
any. They have over 100 available.
It is rumored that Mike McKitrick and Steve
Miller might like to go together to produce a
“Golden Eagle” award for the show (I don’t
know either). Skip to investigate.
Cash flow-wise we appear to be in good shape.
Near term out lays will be the shirts now and the
awards in June. We have (reportedly) about 2K
in the bank.
Skip would like to have a walk-in van or U Haul
trailer to haul stuff to the meet (speakers, food,
etc). The plan would be to ask U-Haul to
sponsor a vehicle for us and let them set-up at
the show and advertise. Skip and Phil Daye to
investigate chances here.
Meeting was concluded at 7:40 PM.

Next Meeting is 20 June at 7:00PM (a half
hour earlier), Wednesday, at Poelking Lanes.

Vice Presidents Report
There was a thrilling rubber and
smoke aroma in the air. It was a grand
day indeed. The 2nd street market was
littered with LBCs again this year. May
19th was the day. Old friends gathered
and paid the twelve bucks to take part in
a mini BCD. Funny thing, we did
exactly what we did last August. We
crowned Lois DePasquale, Chuck White
and Paul Strieby as best in class just like
we did last August at BCD. Humm. This
cost me two dollars more and I didn’t
get a T-shirt. I guess its true. BCD –
Dayton is the least expensive motoring
day out that a person can enjoy. There
was live music at the 2nd street affair and
none of us had to work it. The perks
were the food and cool temps. I enjoyed
chatting with several dear old friends. It
was even easy to hold conversation with
fellow MVTers . We always rush off
after the monthly meeting closes.
The Spitfire was up for a short
hop. It did not disappoint. A quick check
of the fluids and off I went. I think its
about time I tried the other carburetor
though. The rpms stay at about 3500 at
the traffic lights. The overall operation is
settling in for me, but the little details
need attention to make the car act more
relaxed and civil. I guess that’s what I
want. It sure is fun to rip and run in the
little car. Kattie decided to attend long
enough to buy me a breakfast. She had
other things on the list for mid-day. I had
hopes of getting her to the Glenn Miller
concert that night.
I spent quite a while talking to
Terry Hapensack. Terry brought his
butterscotch Midget. We kidded him
about being kicked out of the MG clan
as he was parked near the TR-6 lot. He
said he had a better chance to win over
with us. Right! Being an old Ford racer,
I recognized the friendly “rather push a

Ford than drive a Chevy” ribbing. It
turns out we have much in common.
Terry says that he used to work for the
Franklin Mint. He is very
knowledgeable about die-cast cars and
the market of such. I pointed out that no
resin casts, plastic or metal models of
early Spitfires were ever attempted and
that everyone found Lindberg’s GT-6 a
nasty likeness of a blob with GT-6 ish
features.

He may look into this. He has the talent
to produce resin kits of cars. Then again,
the price of models is well beyond
young people these days unless you look
at only the high volume plastic kits in
1/25th scale. All three big kit producers
are either for sale or have just been
passed to new blood that has big ideas.
The situation is in grave doubt. The
likelihood that anyone would invest in a
new tool for an esoteric model of a
Triumph is nil. Terry’s effort, if pricey
would still be welcomed by collectors
with holes in their collection to fill. If it
were attempted, then expect a price of
over thirty five dollars. My friend
Wayne Moyer works exclusively in 1/43
scale metal models as do most of the
European collectors. He regularly sees
much better selection of subject, but
pays a price point of triple the American

youth kit price. It seems that I grew up
in a day blessed with annual model
releases that mark its heyday. The young
Rj is trying to follow dear old dad in his
interests but finds the expense far greater
than his means. He also has no real hope
to collect all his favorites. It may be that
many kits will not re-appear. The plastic
market his thick with sure sellers like
Mustangs and Corvettes. A dilemma.
Will model cars survive the times? From
their promotional model roots, a path of
change perhaps leads to adult only
places where a model collector has
either lots of cash or lots of holes to fill
in his collection.

Mini underside at right rear corner.
The Mini is slowly coming to the
point where I can right it and drop the
body back on the freshly painted subframes. The rear valence area has
yielded less than perfect results but
seems much more sound structurally.
There was a change recently in my wire.
The wire that I bought with the welder
was a flux core wire. The salesman at
the supply store looked at me like “How
did you work with that stuff?”. I said
that it was OK. It was. I had gotten used
to it. He said that I would see a
difference and handed me a roll of .030
wire. The difference is noticeable
indeed. I am splattering more and

selecting heat settings that are more
varied. The welder burns through now
where it once did not. This welding stuff
is quite a knack to get good at. Still, the
mini is not as valuable as the TR-6. And
that really means that the TR-6 needed
sills. The Mini needs floors, body
patches and glass. I do not have $10,000
to buy the replacement shell so I have to
fix the old one. Resisting the urge to turn
it into a miniature 50 Mercury custom; I
plod on attempting to make enough
smooth out to have a respectable plain
850 Mini. 1960 was a good year. Fred
and Barney started in 1960. So did John
F. Kennedy. Even though I was five at
the time, I remember good days that
year.
Well, enough rambling from me.
Read on and lets see what the
membership has to report. I know Ted
will be plopping the mill back into his
Stag. Forrest surely has the little blue
Spitfire sorted for the Louisville meet.
There probably were no bugs knowing
Forest. Phil is likely planning an update
for his Stag eh? Its almost water ballet
time ! Keep the revs up.
R.L.

Photo by CE White

May meeting minutes
Meeting called to order @ 7:30 by
the Vice Pres.
TR stories: Randy was successful in
getting his better half to take a ride in
his Spit. Trip was uneventful and a
whopping 1.25 miles round trip. Way
to go Randy!!!!!
Thanks to Mike for taking over the
last Marque for Randy. This is due$
month.
Membership: 44 members with 7
renewals for the coming year.
Treasurer: some funds in the
account.
Events: May had a lot of scheduled
events. May 5/6 was to Marietta.
Phil's Stag blew a starter and was
hauled home on a roll back on
Monday. Not yet repaired. May 12,
19, 20 were event days.
No old Business
New business: Forest says that the
Miata club would be interested in our
joining them and they joining us on
upcoming events. Sounds great!
TRA is June 14-17
Pool party will be July 14 at the
Ball's.
Approximately 33 members in
attendance.
Split the pot winner Vic Bell

British Car Days – Meeting
Report – 16 May 2007
Skip Peterson, David Gribler and their
wives, of the MG lined up rather than
were offset higher on the folded page.
The mail scanners were picking up the
return address. This will be corrected in
future printing of the flyer. Returned
flyers were marked-up and re-mailed.
We have about eleven registrations in at
the time of the meeting, so things are
happening earlier this year. One is a
Metropolitan owner.
Goody bags need to be nailed down,
Skip to talk to Bill Hammond about
Moss Motor sponsorship of these items.
Ellis Ball bought two light blue tee shirts
and two yellow tee shirts for the
committee inspection. The lighter blue
(river blue) shirt was selected for as the
color for 2007. Of the yellow and the
gold tee shirts, the lighter yellow
(banana yellow) was selected as the
color for 2008. Ellis will look into
getting both the yellow and gold, and the
non-selected blue shirts imprinted when
the mass of shirts is done to give us
some idea of how well these colors look
with the BCD logo on them.
Although we had decided to go with the
MGBGT and the Stag on the 2007 shirt,
the Stag copy was not all that good, so
the decision was made to substitute a
TR6, much better graphics. (Complaints
for the Stag can be sent to the US
Gov’mt Printing Office in Washington,
DC).
Cost of the shirts was reviewed. Shirt
cost was $1.50 in 2006, $2.05 per shirt
in 2007. XXL size is unchanged at
$2.24. But if we ordered the shirts
immediately, we could get them for
$1.79 each. Looks like printing will go
up per shirt also, so we are starting to
push the limit for the $10.00 registration

fee, and may increase that cost to $12.00
for 2008. Note by 18 May, about 300
shirts were ordered and picked up at the
lower price. Car Club, and Stan Seto,
Ellis Ball, Phil, Carolyn and Cheyanne
Daye, and Randy Wakefield of Miami
Valley Triumphs met at Poelking Lanes
at 7:00 PM to discuss BCD 2007. There
was one other MG Club member, whose
name I didn’t record also in attendance.

It is rumored that Mike McKitrick and
Steve Miller might like to go together to
produce a “Golden Eagle” award for the
show (I don’t know either). Skip to
investigate.

Some 300 plus Flyers were mailed and
we got about 15% of them back because
the return address was bolder than the
mailing labels and

Skip would like to have a walk-in van or
U Haul trailer to haul stuff to the meet
(speakers, food, etc). The plan would be
to ask U-Haul to sponsor a vehicle for us
and let them set-up at the show and
advertise. Skip and Phil Daye to
investigate chances here.

Phil Daye reported as the Door Prize
Chairman, that he has the letter to send
out to vendors, and that we already have
one door prize in hand. Logo for letter is
required, Chip will provide that to Phil.
Concession stand workers indicated that
the food situation is well in hand. We
will need to bring Ice as in years past, so
start talking this up with the clubs.
Skip would like to provide golf card
scoring pencils this year with the
scorecards. It was recommended that the
Oriental Trading Company be contacted
as a source.
Skip indicated that a person from
Georgia contacted him. There is the
potential that ten Triumphs from that
state may attend our meeting. Also that
the Cleveland club which has always
held their meet on the same Saturday has
changed their date due to poor
attendance (was that us??)
The traffic cone crisis may be solved. A
local SCCA Autocross club has said we
can use their cones for our event. So we
don’t have to buy any. They have over
100 available.

Cash flow-wise we appear to be in good
shape. Near term out lays will be the
shirts now and the awards in June. We
have (reportedly) about 2K in the bank.

Meeting was concluded at 7:40 PM.

Next Meeting is 20 June at 7:00PM (a
half hour earlier), Wednesday, at
Poelking Lanes.

By The Banks Of The Little
Miami – Jun 07

Stag. I’ve not had any time to put time on it, and although I
survived the last time I jumped in a fresh car (drove a justrestored TR4 to TRA’85) I don’t usually do things like that.
Phil had been driving his Stag a bit since he fixed the head, so
he had faith. Of course, that didn’t stop him from wrenching
on the car in the Micky D’s parking lot. He had a bit of
coolant weepage, but we took care of that with tightening a
few nuts, myself and Stan not included. .

Donuts – Could they be Triumph fuel? Rumor is Randy’s
trying to find a way to distill gas from Homer pills…
Stan admires the Stag’s Interior, especially the crushvelvet red seats Phil put in to match the rich Corinthian
leather dash
Most of the morning the first day we spent cruising roads less
traveled east, amazing most folks by the selection of unknown
roads, pointing out geologic features to my family (be glad
you were not in the truck), picking up Ray & Mary Bolich on
the way (Greenfield rocks!)and heading via the Hocking Hills
to our first stop, several quaint shops I like on Ilesboro Road a
bit east of Hocking Hills park. I didn’t get a chance to shop
since Bridgett acted up and I spent the time doing things dad’s
don’t like to do, but I did watch folks look at the White’s
TR4A - gosh, you’d think they’d never seen one before! ;-)

Alice wanted a picture of my butt. Well, she got it! So,
how many MVT’ers does it take to push a car? Dunno?
Read on.

By Bruce Clough
This month I recap our mad-cap Spring Tour – talk a bit more
about the trip to TRA’07, and finish up a FrankenStag article I
think I started last year! Oh well!

MVT Spring Tour-Recap
What a nice time, what great roads. What lovely people to tour
with. Weather? Might have been a bit better, but we’re not
complaining too much.
Since I noticed Stan was taking copious notes, I’m assuming
he’ll do one of his complete and full reports, so all I have to do
is tell the interesting little snippets of the trip, or so goes my
story!
We met at McDonald’s at I-71 and US68, 10 hard folks - the
Clough 4, Daye 3, White 2 and Seto 1. 10 folks, four cars –
two of which were Triumphs, a Stag and a TR4A. No, I know
what you a re thinking, it wasn’t our Stag, it was the Daye’s

The Good, Bad and Ugly lined up at a gas station. You
can figure out which is which…
Next we rolled up the road to lunch. The Daye’s good luck
followed. They were the last to get their lunch. The rest of us
were finished and it still didn’t dawn on the waitress (Phil has
other words for her) that Phil & Carolyn hadn’t got their food
– which was the easiest lunch of all to make – chicken salad

wraps w/potato chips! Where? The Old Dutch Restaurant in
Logan, which always has been a decent place to eat. Oh well.
Afterwards the kids fed goats, Alice and Stan looked for
glasses, Mary bought something, and Ray and myself tried to
find the temp sending unit on the Stag w/o luck.
We rolled away from lunch with the Days still eating it (to go)
heading down 33 to Nelsonville. I wanted some coffee, and
Nelsonville has gourmet coffee shops. It also has a quilt store,
junk store (no Triumph parts, but the guy says he knows
where a Triumph engine is…), and a great Gelato store. Stan
hung out in the art shops, trying to look trendy. One of the incrowd, no doubt. If you’re in the area, it’s a good place to
stop.
After Nelsonville the Bolichs headed back home to seal with
the kids, and we headed toward Marietta, or at least got a little
way until we heard a cry over the radio that we had a Triumph
down!

“What the heck, over?” The Stag on the side of the road
at a place that would make Charlie Daniels proud!
Daye’s Stag died and rolled to a stop by the side of the road.
Phil said he turned the radio on and it died. (He probably had
some alternative rock station on…) Fortunately he had a
parking lot to pull into, unfortunately a place that reminded me
of the “Dew Drop Inn” in Charlie Daniels’ song “Uneasy
Rider”. Fortunately he had AAA and was within cell phone
range, unfortunately they said it would take an hour to get
there. Oh well, we tried to get it started for a while, until
smoke poured from the starter. We love Lucas, we do. I
figure three things decided to gang-up at the same time, and
the radio was the signal… We stood around the parking lot
watching the clientele, looking for the Stag’s temp sending
unit (again – still couldn’t find it), and watching the clock –
1.5 hours after the original call the tow truck showed up. He
loaded the Stag aboard and negotiated w/Phil for the options
to get it back to Middletown. They struck up a plan and then
we loaded the Days into the truck and VW and off we went to
Marietta, just in time for the rain to start!
7:10 PM. Got to Marietta. Too late for swimming (should
have heard the cries from the kinder), too we to walk, but still
time to get dinner at the sports bar – which was real good even
if it was attached to the hotel. Oh, we also go to watch the
local in-crowd coming into their prom. Ask the girls about the
guy in the peach tux…

Away goes the Stag for an easier ride back home, albeit a
bit more expensive….
Sunday morning dawned w/o a cloud in the sky. Don’t
believe me? Take a look for yourself:

See, not a cloud in the sky looking south over the Ohio
River
For some strange reason I actually got about 10 hours of sleep
that night, dreaming of all sorts of weird things (but not Stags)
and woke up to wonderful blue skies. I grabbed the kids and
Alice and got everyone dressed then off to breakfast. After
breakfast the kids put their feet in the pool while I watched the
news about the Kansas tornados – living near Xenia you are
sensitive to such things (give to the Red Cross or a charity of
your choice – those folks will need help).
After loading the crew in the vehicles we continued south
along the river so we’d give Duncan a chance to see boats and
trains, well, we saw boats, but no trains! Drove by the US50
Parkersburg Bypass construction, and headed southwest. Just
outside of Pomeroy we jumped on to OH 124 heading west
into the hills which met up with OH 325 heading south. I
enjoyed both roads, and the sports cars behind us did even
more. All was going well until I made Duncan sick! We
keep bags in the car for just this purpose, and they did well. I
consider it a good thing that we can find roads that will make
passenger’s motion sick. They are out there folks for all of us
to find!
Fortunately we were close to a planned stop at the Bob Evan’s

Homestead in Rio Grande (Pronounced “rye-oh grandie”) so
we pulled in, ditched the barf-bag, and Duncan was
immediately cured when he found out they sold toys! They
also have a great gift shop in the back where I bought a rack
for some wires in the music room (don’t ask, it’s better that
way…) , and a few others found trinkets, or a memory that
will last a lifetime…how poetic…
Taking a trail I’ve never blazed before I headed east to OH
130 then south to Portsmouth. Why Portsmouth? Why indeed
– the Scioto Ribber. Ribs me boy, big meaty ones, not those
wussy baby-back kinds. A dead animal, and lots of it. PETA
would not be happy. Burp! I got just ribs and bread, no salad,
no potatoes, just dead pig. A plate full of food!

The remains of my plate full of food – I ate the pig
humanely – it didn’t even squeal…
All ate their fill. Alice enjoyed her meal, and both Bridgett &
Duncan devoured their food. Life is good…and then we piled
back in the car for the run up OH 73 to Wilmington where we
stopped at a Wendy’s, said goodbye, and headed home (Stan
took the Dayes back). Weather continued to be great!
Recapping, it was a great tour. All liked the roads, my family
put up with me, and Phil cemented in a formidable lead in the
“Press On Regardless” and “Keep it on the Road” MVT
award categories. It was a shame I had to move the tour due
to Bridgett’s school, which caused some folks to cancel, but so
goes the parent business.

TRA 07 – The Tour!

Just a few more weeks and we’ll be on the road to New
York. We plan to take a few days getting there. As I wrote
last month - Finger Lakes, wine, beautiful countryside, twisty
roads – everything that great trips are made of. This year I
think the theme will be “Grapes and Grape Products”, fitting, I
believe.
The itinerary is a bit more fleshed out, which is a good
thing since it’s June:
•

Sunday, June 10th – We leave Dayton early in the
afternoon (or late morning) for an antique-store filled
trip to just on the other side of Columbus – Granville.
The goal is to invite Buckeye Triumph folks to dinner
that night and start our wine tasting – or as I would
call it – cleanse the palette… We’re staying at the
Buxton Inn, http://www.buxtoninn.com/ . Come join
us for dinner!

•

Monday June 11th- We’re heading the “northern
route” to NY along Lake Erie, and will pick up
wineries along Lake Milton, late lunch at Ferante
Winery near Ashtabula, and head to lodging in PA
wine country. IF anyone wants to join us from
Cleveland area we’ll pick a good winery to meet at ;). We’re staying at a B&B in the heart of PA wine
region
–
the
Vineyard
B&B
(http://www.vineyardbb.com/) as of now they have 5
rooms, oops, make that four – we took one!

•

Tuesday June 12th – Work east along the PA/NY
border and head north to Geneva along the west side
of Canadauiga Lake – I’ve not explored this area yet!

•

Wednesday June 13th-Saturday June 16th – TRA
National Meeting At Geneva, NY – go to
www.triumphregister.org for more info, or contact
me!

Errata:
•

131 – The number of gazing balls on OH 550
between Athens and Marietta.

•

39 – The number of gazing balls we counted for the
rest of the tour.

•

4 - Number of MVT’ers it took to push the Stag

•

Who Knows? – Exact location of Stag Temp
Sending Unit

•

Sunday June 17th – We head back south, taking in a
bit more southern route across PA, and a different set
of wineries. We are going to be staying in the
Comfort Inn in Dover Ohio, you can get there by
going to www.choicehotels.com

•

Monday, June 18th – Time to show Duncan the
trains of the Warther Museum, and we can show him
the trains since a good friend of Alice’s is a good
friend of the Warther family, then hit a few more
stops on the way home. The goal is to make it home
that night, at least for us in the Dayton Crew.

I’ll have more info at the June MVT meeting and I hope
you’re coming along!

Tales Of The FrankenStag – More Fun
With Steering
Since February was soooo cold I really never did work on the
Stag – I got back at it on March 10th. Of course, that meant I
got back to writing about it on 8 May!
Let’s see, where was I? Oh yeah, putting on a manual rack.
The rack itself came from Sweden, on a three way deal – I
paid for Odd in Sweden to be a TR8CCA member for about
the rest of his life and he paid a friend to ship me the Triumph
2500 Sedan steering rack. You do remember the rack? You
don’t? Well here is the old rack (that now rests in Ted
Allison’s barn)

The original Stag Steering Rack modified to be a manual
rack – no plumbing!
This already had been lightened a bit to make it function as a
manual rack. Now imagine something that weighs a quarter of
this and is a lot thinner – that’s the 2500 rack. You get the
picture!
I went through the 2500 rack, replacing some washers and
reshimming the ends after using the Stag outer rods on it. On
went new lock washers and rubber boots, and a lot of grease!
Since the 2500 rack uses different brackets to mount to the
2500 frame I was in for a battle to mount the rack . But the
battle turned out not to be that bad.
For one thing, I could re-use the passenger bracket for the
power rack, I just had to relocate the holes, actually make
them wide by about 1/16th on an inch! That was quality time
with a drill bit!

Passenger Side – Re-used the existing rack bracket. One
side down! One to go!
I wasn’t so lucky on the driver’s side. Due to the rack design
the place where the pinion gear and rack interact is a lot lower
than the power rack, which meant that the bracket had to be a
lot lower on this side. Rather than convoluting a mount on the
existing bracket I decided to make a new bracket utilizing the
old bracket and an additional piece of flat rolled steel. This I
would attach to the sub-member under the engine. The
bracket was easy enough to make. I bolted the new metal
plate on to the old bracket with several Grade 8 bolts as well
as using about a half-tube of JB weld. This isn’t coming apart
soon.

New Driver’s Side Bracket Made From The Old Bracket
And A Piece Of Thick Rolled Stock.
Attaching this puppy I had to be careful not to nick the brake
line on the other side of the cross-member when I drilled the
bold holes. Unlike past lives I did not knick the brake line and
the bracket mounted up fine, and the rack mounted fine on it.
Probably coincidence.
Okay, the rack was on., now to drop off the shims I had to put
on the engine mounts last year when I was trying to elim the
spacers the DPO put between the sub-frame and body to lower
the engine as much as possible – I had to shim it to get the
engine to clear the power rack. I trust my measurements, I
trust my measurements…yes! Uniform small gap between the
rack and oil pan, no shims, engine down further! Sweet!

than the shaft, cut the shaft, then attached the shaft pieces
with a combo of cross-drilled Grade 8 bolts and JB Weld putty
epoxy. Not pretty, but it will hold! I coated it etching primer
than chassis epoxy paint, using the famous Clough painting
tree. It attached to the upper shaft and rack without a problem.

Rack Mount Driver’s Side – note close clearance to the oil
pan - I got the rack up about as High as I could and
engine as low as possible
Okay, next challenge – the lower steering shaft. I didn’t even
try to see if the old lower shaft would work, by now I know
better. I went ahead and ordered a new lower shaft and u-joint
from Rimmers. They came in a few days and I was out to the
garage to mod!

New lower steering shaft in place, fits just right between
brake lines and exhaust header.

Struts Anyone?
Last year I didn’t fix the struts as I should – the passenger side
one was very sticky (it should rotate easy at the top), but I
could still turn the car. Now that the front was apart it was
time to fix that thing.
Assuming the struts were bad I bought a pair of struts from a
Stag Email List buddy for $50 that seemed to be in good
shape. One was good enough that I didn’t have to replace the
shock insert, just the gaiter, but of course that meant that I had
to take the whole thing apart. It came apart easier than any
other strut I’ve taken apart, including the AZ TR8…
But…it was from an early Stag and I had to fit a later Stag.
Turns out to make this all fit right I had to take apart the
original strut and use a few of its pieces. In the end the mix-&match worked, the rebuild strut with the cleaned and greased
bushings turned easily. So easily I went back and did the
other side also. Now it’s really easy to turn compared to
before.
I invited the club over to reset the toe-in, pictures you saw last
month in the MVT Marque. Next to road test the puppy!

Homemade Lower Steering Shaft on my handy-dandy
organic paint rack and solar drier. Etching primer. Don’t
Try This At Home…
As usual the shaft was not the right length. I was hoping that I
wouldn’t have to modify anything, that it would somehow
magically mate up – in other words, be lucky. Naw baby, naw.
Sooo, I got a pipe with an inner diameter just slightly larger

For the younger MVT members.

BCD – In Columbus, Ohio

The caravan. Leaving.

Photos by Chuck White

Paul Corcoran’s TR4

Here are some pictures from the Columbus BCD. Attending were Paul Corcoran, Harry Mague, Chris & I, and Vic Snively
with his friend Vicky. We caravan to the shows. All except Vic are MVT members. Vic's car is the blue TR6. Harry was
awarded 1st in Class (late TR6) and Chris & I were awarded 2nd in Class (TR4/4A).

Chuck & Chris Whites TR 4

TR6 of Harry Mague.

