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UNPRECEDENTED  A quick scan of 

recent headlines illustrates the 

point: unprecedented need, unprece-

dented impact, etc.  Everything 

about 2020 is unprecedented so far 

and the truth is, it has not been all 

bad.  Businesses, municipalities, 

churches, professional sports and 

even car clubs have learned to adapt 

to this completely new environ-

ment.  Creativity abounds these days 

as curbside pickup, front porch de-

livery and Amazon Prime provide al-

most anything we need or want.  Of 

all things July has brought Houston 

our first drive-thru strip club.  On 

the Nasdaq, Zoom stock has gone 

from below $100 to around $247 

since January.  Oh to have seen this 

opportunity back in January.    

  

In late June the Kastner Cup was 

covered quite nicely for those of us 

who lust for auto racing.  A solid 

field of Triumphs made the trek to 

Mid-Ohio and the racing was invigor-

ating.  Haggerty provided a broad-

cast team and a few camera posi-

tions around the course, but my fa-

vorite was the wide selection of in 

car videos and they are still on the 

website in case you need a virtual 

speed fix.  While watching these 

races and all of the F1 events, none 

of which had spectators, I suddenly 

realized that once the green flag 

dropped, the absence of fans didn’t 

matter one bit.  Great racing. 

  

Speaking of virtual experiences and 

resources, everyone has received 

notification lately that the TTR 

Bluebonnet Archive has been set up 

on our website and is open for busi-

ness.  This password protected re-

source for club members is the re-

sult of the technical expertise and 

hard work of Bob Pennington, John 

Hanten, Nancy Money, Randy De-

Ruiter and Mike Hado.   When you 

check it out you will be quite im-

pressed to see that every issue of 

the Bluebonnet since 1981 is there 

at your fingertips.  (That’s more 

than 450 Issues containing over 

10,000 pages)   Thanks to all of you 

for this Herculean effort. 

 

 

Fighting boredom, I resorted to decorating a wall in my garage with the 

TR6 graphic you see below.   I’ve added to my technical reading selection 

with the addition of books like Dan Master’s TR6 Electrical Maintenance 

Handbook, Kas Kastner’s Triumph Preparation Handbook and his Historical 

& Technical Guide.  I’ve begun diligent study, but will await the time when 

it is safe for a house call by Dr. Gruss before undertaking much electrical 

trouble shooting.  Whatever you choose to be doing this month, be sure to 

be safe, join us on August 8 for the monthly Zoom meeting and get your 

Triumph out on the road. 

 

 

Hal’s TR6 Garage Wall Art 

From the President … 
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This month I only travelled as far as my own garage to work 

on a TR3 that had been neglected for some time. 

 

I ordered an aluminum radiator from ebay for under $300. 

It arrived Friday so I spent Saturday and part of Sunday 

putting it in. No modifications were needed (aside from 

some other might-as-well stuff while I was in there). I still 

have a 160F thermostat installed, and letting it idle in the 

garage today allowed it to warm up, but not enough to run 

the electric fan. The gauge never moved past the low (left) 

side of normal (160F). Even idling with the hood closed, the 

idle doesn't increase like it used to when warmed up and not 

moving on a hot day.  

 

I've attached some pictures since it's as close as we get to 

sharing porn. The new radiator included a 11lb cap, while I 

was using a 7lb. The mounts do not include a welded nut -

making it easier to install. The old one has 20 vertical rows 

of finned tubes with 3 blocked-off for the hole in the cen-

ter, while the new has 32 vertical rows. A test drive to visit 

Mr. Moore verified performance as expected - since the 

new radiator has no hole for the hand-crank, it's a whole lot 

less fun, but cooler (pun intended). 

 

Most importantly Prudence said "It's pretty". You know 

you're in for a full days work, when you begin by putting the 

car on jack stands, so the fenders can be pulled outwards 

and the bumper can be removed, before the grill and apron 

come off - so you can get started...  

 

Jer 

Wondering Mechanic 

The New and the Old 

Installed - Needs to be Finished Installation Complete 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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Finished - Under the Bonnet Another Skinned Knuckle Success 

Triumph TR2 Magazine Ad 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 



 

 7 

 

August  2020  Road Trip…….Down Memory Lane 

Usually, every issue of the Bluebonnet has an article 

about a club driving event, a VTR show, or some other 

activity where club members get together to enjoy 

their cars and socialize with each other.  In this stay-at

-home period, all the large events have been cancelled 

and there is scarce opportunity to get out and enjoy our 

cars together. 

 

So here’s a photo story of a Road Trip…….down Memory 

Lane.  Turn back the clock eight years and TTR was the 

host club of the VTR National Event, the venue being 

Galveston, TX.  The event was particularly memorable 

for Nancy and me, as it was the first time we had ever 

shown Nancy’s 1976 Java Green TR6, and it was the 

first event for us with TTR.  We joined the club the 

same time that we registered in-person at the event. 

 

We took lots of photos over the event days, never imag-

ining that they would be used in a club newsletter eight 

years later.  So….here’s photos from our experience at 

that event.  I know that it will be Memory Lane for 

many club members, but it will be new road trip photo 

story for the newer members. 

Top left - event program cover 

Lower left - Gulf of Mexico Sunrise 

Right - Opening Reception 
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Concours Event at the Waterfront 

Road Trip…….Down Memory Lane 
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Nancy’s TR6 Ready for 1st Time Judging 

Road Trip…….Down Memory Lane 

Autocross 

Fun at the Funkhana 

Autocross Tent Autocross Pit Area 

Hotel Parking Lot Full of Triumphs 
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Triumphs of Every Kind 

Road Trip…….Down Memory Lane 
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Panorama Photo at Lone Star Flight Museum 

Breakfast Run Departure 

Story:  John Hanten 

Photos: John Hanten, Nancy Money, Jim Herter, and others unknown 

By the end of the event we were thoroughly hooked by 

the spirit of the TTR and the variety of different 

events at the convention.  We met many people for the 

first time that have become Triumph Event friends, 

both within TTR and from clubs across the country.  We 

were delighted to win First Place – Novice, in the Gim-

mick Rallye.  We were also pleased with a concours 

score of 356, good enough for a Gold Certificate, and a 

validation of the hard work put into the restoration the 

previous summer. We put TTR club events, and VTR Re-

gional and National events on our annual calendar, and 

have been active participants in those events since that 

time.   

Dinner Run Departure 

Road Trip…….Down Memory Lane 
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This was the fourth virtual monthly meeting. via Zoom.  The meeting, which was originally planned to be physically 

hosted by Jeff and Angela Harris, was changed to a virtual meeting due to gathering restrictions caused by the 

COVID-19 virus. 

 

TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:02 after some fun chatting by TTR members. There 

were 34 Zoom session attendees, many with two members bringing the total attendance to more than forty plus 4 

proxies from absentees, constituting a quorum for TTR club business. 

 

Opening Comments – Fred Wagner outlined the protocol for the Zoom meeting, and Hal thanked Fred for being 

the Zoom meeting coordinator. 

 

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership - Mike Hado – reported the current family membership at 179, which does not include 23 families 

who have not yet renewed.  Mike expects that they will renew bringing the total to the 202 families at the end of 

the last fiscal year in May.   

 

Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp – reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.  The overall 

club financial condition is strong. John Barrett reported that Richard Dicks is working with Patsy Papp to get the 

taxes finalized. Eric Schumann reported that the franchise tax reporting for the club has been completed and 

filed.  Eric also expressed the desire to hand the duties of preparing the TTR franchise taxes to someone else 

beginning with the 2020 tax year. 

 

Regalia – John Wakefield – was online but no report due to technical problems.  

 

IT - Bob Pennington - reported he has added the revised TTR Resource Handbook to the TTR website. 

 

Special Events - Mike Rouse – no report.  No events planned in the short term.   

 

Breakfast Events - John Barrett - reported that some of the usual restaurants are open with varying degrees of 

social distancing and outdoor seating.   We have locations now open, but the sticking point will be the number of 

people, particularly with restaurant capacity cut back to 50%.  Overall, John believes that currently people’s con-

fidence level is not there to resume the meetings.  John also reported that the La Peep on Woodway will be clos-

ing permanently. Fred Wagner pointed out that the Black Walnut will likely get filled-up fast when things are open 

again.  It was agreed by all that until the Houston area Covid environment improves and jurisdictional restrictions 

are relaxed, John will hold off on planning future breakfast meetings.  

 

Old Business  

 

• Bluebonnet Archive Project - Mike Hado - reported that all the scanning and indexing of the past 25 years of 

the hardcopy archival Bluebonnet issues has been completed. Bob Pennington, John Hanten, and Nancy Money 

worked on the digitization with Nancy scanning over 3,000 pages of hardcopy content.  Bob Pennington report-

ed that all 40 years of Bluebonnet content (newly scanned plus existing digital versions) are in a protected 

searchable directory that can be made available securely to members using password protection.  There was a 

M/S/A to post all the historical issues of the Bluebonnet in a password protected section on the TTR website. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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New Business  

 

• Triumph Events – Hal Sharp – reviewed the status of future Triumph events, all of which appear to have been 

cancelled for the remainder of 2020.  The Inaugural Groesbeck Grand Prix in Groesbeck, TX is still scheduled 

for September 5-6.  However, there are cautionary warnings on the website regarding potential crowd limita-

tions due to future Covid restrictions. 

 

• TTR Autorama Display – Hal Sharp – referenced an e-mail that Mike Hado had sent out regarding the large 

TTR event display that is now being stored temporarily and must be moved.  The storage footprint is ~ 15ft 

square.  Due to the design, it is suitable for indoor display only. Meeting attendee Robert Bigsby mentioned 

that he has a cargo container that could be available as a storage possibility. Len Myers suggested that bits 

and pieces could be offered to members as garage art. After some discussion of alternatives there was gen-

eral agreement of keeping one or two of the five bays going forward, but not the entire display.  There was 

support for offering the remainder of the display to other clubs or vendors rather than just scrapping it. 

Mike Hado offered to go over to review the display, take inventory, and see where we go from there.  Several 

members said they would volunteer to help, and Mike will send out a note to get things moving. 

 

• FOG Trip Update - Dave Smith – reported that the National Parks are opening, and he will hold the hotel res-

ervations already made for now.  He will be monitoring the situation going forward. 

 

• Next meeting - scheduled for August 8 and tentatively intended to be hosted by Richard Dicks.  Hal Sharp 

suggested that we will continue to monitor Covid trends and will notify TTR members in a few weeks regard-

ing virtual vs. in-person meeting. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:50.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten  

 

(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

 
 
 

TTR Meeting Minutes for July 
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August  2020  TTR July Meeting Photos and Schedule 

Large TTR ZOOM Meeting Attendance 
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Monthly Meetings Scheduled:  

• August – Richard Dicks or ZOOM 

• September – Louise Carter 

• October - Prudence & Jerry Gruss 

• November—John & Liz Reynolds 

• December—Annual TTR Christmas Party 

TTR July Meeting Photos and Schedule 
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New Members: 

 
No new members in July 

 

Member News - Mike Hado 

 

TTR Birthdays for August 

 

Becky Przylucki 1 

Cindy Rook 6 

Carol Burnett 7 

Andy Martin 7 

Bill Parker (Montgomery, TX) 7 

Mike Rouse 7 

Larry Goodman 8 

Kathleen Wilson 8 

Dan Mayfield 9 

Sally Rouse 9 

Sandy Steitz 9 

James Powell 10 

Jason Pollard 11 

Jeff Davis 11 

Ray Holtzapple 14 

Debra Kovach 14 

Brandon Mason 14 

Pam Mayfield 14 

Mary Dee Neal 14 

John Reynolds  4 

Gary Weir 14 

Tere Jeffries 16 

Ken Wasilewski 16 

Risa Myers 17 

Richard Dicks 18 

Cissy Wakefield 21 

Charlotte Henley 23 

Laurel Parker 23 

Kim Conway 24 

Susie Gough 24 

Gloria Wilson 24 

Melissa Farrell 25 

Zora Bryant 26 

Sharon Wortsman 26 

Doris Vogt 28 
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August  2020  TTR Club Calendar  

 

Club Events 

 

Breakfast Meetings - Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are on-hold until 

we can conduct them safely.  If things start to 

open up John & Sam will be communicating to you 

via emails from Mike Hado. Stay safe out there 

until we can get together once again. 

 

Monthly Meetings  -   virtual via ZOOM until further notice 

 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

When breakfast meetings resume we meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & usually eat Breakfast at around 

8:00 am. 

Car viewing after B’fast 

 

 

Non-club Triumph Events 

 

Triumphest 2020 - Postponed until 2022 – Phoenix, AZ  

 
 

 

 

Houston All British Car Day - October 17, Houston   

                          More information here. 

                                       Registration Currently Disabled 

 

 

https://houstonmgcarclub.wildapricot.org/event-3786372
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Continued list of alternative tool descriptions based on real-life experiences. 

WHITWORTH SOCKETS: Once used for working on older British cars and motor-
cycles, they are now used mainly for impersonating that 9/16 or 1/2 socket you've 
been searching for the last 15 minutes. 

  

 

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after 
you have installed your new disk brake pads, trapping the jack handle firmly under 
the bumper. 

 

 

  

EIGHT-FOOT LONG DOUGLAS FIR 2X4: Used for levering an automobile up-
ward off a hydraulic jack handle. 

 

 

  

TWEEZERS: A tool for removing wood splinters.  

  

 

 

PHONE: Tool for calling your neighbor to see if he has another hydraulic floor 
jack. 

 

 

  

SNAP-ON GASKET SCRAPER: Theoretically useful as a sandwich tool for spread-
ing mayonnaise; used mainly for getting dog**** off your boot. 

 

 

  

E-Z OUT BOLT AND STUD EXTRACTOR: A tool ten times harder than any 

known drill bit that snaps off in bolt holes you couldn't use anyway. 

 

 

 To Be Continued ………. 

Submitted By:  Bob Pennington 

Mechanic’s Tool Descriptions …….. 
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August  2020  Featured Car - Ken Wasilewski’s TR3 

Consistent with our goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month features one of the TTR cars that 

was at the 2019 National Convention in Dripping Springs, TX.  That event was covered with comments and photos 

by Shawn Frank, Editor of The Vintage Triumph, the monthly publication of the Vintage Triumph Register.  Shawn 

has provided his permission to use both the text and photos  in the featured cars from that event. 

 

Also, consistent with past Bluebonnets from many years ago, the car owner was asked a few open-ended questions 

to provide some personal background on themselves and their car.  In the text below, the questions are posed, 

followed by the reply by the owner, along with photos from their story line.  The final photos will be from the con-

cours judging at the VTR and the awards banquet. 

 

This month the featured car is the spectacular 398 point “Best of Show” 1957 small-mouth Triumph TR3 be-

longing to Sherri and Ken Wasilewski, TTR members since early 2019.  Here is the story of Ken and is car: 

 

How did you get interested in Triumphs? 

 

I became interested in Triumphs when I saw what I eventually identi-

fied as a TR4A driving around campus while in college in the early ‘70s. 

It was red with wire wheels and I thought it was great looking and had 

to be fun to drive. I saw it from time to time and each time just made 

me want one more. I decided I would buy a similar TR4 as soon as I 

could after I graduated and got a job.  Once I graduated, and after a 

few months, I began looking for a TR4 around the Peoria, IL. area 

where I was working. In the pre-internet days this meant visiting car 

dealerships and studying used car ads in the newspaper.  I couldn’t find 

any TR4s in the area, but eventually found the ‘74 TR6 which I decided 

was my best shot at owning one so I bought it.   

 

The picture on the right is from 1975, me next to our ‘74 TR6, and my 

brother next to his ‘74 240Z. The 240Z is long gone, but we still have 

the same TR6 which I bought when I graduated from college. It was 

about a year old and had around 2 thousand miles when I bought it. It’s 

now in the 60s. We’ve kept it maintained and driven over the years, and 

in the last 10 years or so it has essentially been entirely restored.  

 

When did you acquire this car?  Where and how did you find it? 

 

Over the years I learned more about the TR line of cars and decided a 

small mouth TR would be even more fun to own/drive.  But, too much 

life got in the way and I had to file that idea away for a few decades. 

Finally in 2014 as I could see retirement approaching  I began perusing 

the internet for likely small mouth candidates. I decided I wanted a 

project car so that once rebuilt I would know what I had and that I 

would be confident enough to drive it. In November, I found a candi-

date on Macy’s Garage website, visited Mark in Tipp City, OH., bought 

the project car (TS 19910 L) and arranged for Mark to store the car 

until he could start the restoration which started in early 2016. TR3 Project Car 

Ken (TR6) and his brother (240Z) 
from 1975. Ken still has the TR6. 
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What do you know about the history of the 

car?  Any interesting or unusual facts? 

 

The only history I have on the car is that it was regis-

tered in Charleston, SC. in the early 2000s. I’ve at-

tempted to search for history by using the commission 

number, but have had no luck, but admittedly, I am no 

PI.   

 

What has been done to the car? And what has been 

done since you’ve owned it? 

 

Mark and his guys completed the car in early 2018 and 

we have been thrilled with the outcome. At about the 

same time we joined the TTR so we could become ac-

tive with others who share our same affinity for these 

cars. Our membership and retirement have opened this 

door for us. 

 

So, the car has had a complete nut and bolt restoration 

to Mark’s “nice driver” level of detail. I wanted to con-

form to originality as much as was practicable without 

going way overboard.  The color, trim, and options are 

as the car left the factory according to the Heritage 

Certificate. The beige color has received many favora-

ble comments. There is much that is not perfectly 

original to the car, but we have no plans to change any-

thing. All we have done since we got the car is routine 

maintenance. We have had no issues with the car at all. 

 

Has the car been in any shows? 

 

The only show we have attended so far was the 2019 

VTR Nationals. We attended to see if we would enjoy 

that type of event and to hang out with other Triumph 

people.  We caravanned over with other TTR members 

and that drive was the start of a great time. Winning 

an award at that show was totally unexpected  and ic-

ing on the cake. We really enjoyed the show and all the 

people we were able to meet and spend time with.  

 

What kind of events do you enjoy doing with the 

car?  TTR club events, Regional & National events, 

or other. 

 

We’re looking forward to attending more TTR events 

when the virus is under control. We’ve missed a couple 

of drives due to other travel plans but will participate 

in as many as we can in the future, as well as regional 

and national events.   

Before and after restoration 

Featured Car - Ken Wasilewski’s TR3 
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Photos from 2019 VTR Concours   

 
 
 

 
 

North American Triumphs 

 

As I was walking through the VTR National 2019 Concours 

in the historic district of Dripping Springs, Texas, all I could 

see was Vintage beauty at every corner. The buildings 

were old and had a warm, old town feel, the people were 

smiling, and the entire morning was a pleasure. Very lit-

tle would surprise me after this rise of the Texas sun, then 

I walked up to this… 

 

A stunning 1957 "small mouth" TR3 dawning an incredible 

color scheme that I'd never seen before. This had to be 

custom. I approached the Kingwood, TX owners Sherri and 

Ken Wasilewski (the wife's name first because Ken is a 

smart man) and it seems the car has been meticulously 

rebuilt as it was off the showroom floor. I  was once again 

stunned and relished in the sight for a bit. The top and 

paint, wow. The interior was a dream!  Sherri may have 

been wondering what I was doing between snapping pho-

tos, kneeling beside the car, taking in every detail…  

 
"Just trying to avoid getting drool on the car, madam." 
 

 

North American Triumphs Facebook text - Shawn Frank 

Featured Car - Ken Wasilewski’s TR3 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARByH9gh68x7xIVWoq0J4xCPw8y32AuJ_T_sE22_K-PnfFdxz0Ngb-vc19OsbhJNmvUfyiCUzxedL9wg&hc_ref=ARSOQRYPoAeLwdT9E-pWTY2dAk7i2gzKnfJ_MYvhgei7793B6DU4w92X1fzwMNixOyM&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARByH9gh68x7xIVWoq0J4xCPw8y32AuJ_T_sE22_K-PnfFdxz0Ngb-vc19OsbhJNmvUfyiCUzxedL9wg&hc_ref=ARSOQRYPoAeLwdT9E-pWTY2dAk7i2gzKnfJ_MYvhgei7793B6DU4w92X1fzwMNixOyM&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCWzpwasUBvOadhSBqLd9f6YNjh2y5BCFKoud5Sbju3Dc_mu2cDBf2z_3ZSg8NRAdpbibx1vC02wJQf&hc_ref=ARQnICCIUw8_-Ic96v21ANuARCKdOqNik33lo26O1rRsdc2jjFRSXKJEjM3zk29cAk0&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
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Photos from 2019 VTR Concours and pre-restoration 

Ken receiving “Best of Show” Award 
for his 1957 TR3 from Paul Higley, 
VTR Chief Judge 

Story - Ken  Wasilewski, John Hanten  

Photos - Shawn Frank, Ken Wasilewski, John Hanten 

Featured Car - Ken Wasilewski’s TR3 
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August  2020  Triumph Link - The Triumph TR Story 

This month the Triumph link is to a 20 minute video re-

counting the history of the Triumph TR series from the 

early Triumph Roadster through the last-of-the-line 

TR8.  The narrated YouTube video, produced by Big Car, 

discusses the engineering evolution of the Triumph TR 

series, as well as the competition it was facing from oth-

er British, German, and later Japanese carmakers.  

There are a few ads along the way in the video, but they 

can be skipped after a few seconds.  Overall this video is 

very well done with great photos, graphics, and embed-

ded videos from back in the 1950’s and 60’s. 

 

The opening narrative of the video: 

“Triumph produced what might be the perfect open top 
sports car in the 1950s and 60s. A daily driver during the 
week, a track-day car at the weekends, and a whole heap 
of fun every day of the week! From its roots as a show car 
that was labelled a “death trap” to a much-loved icon of 
freedom on the open road, the Triumph TR cars have it all. 
For much of their life they battled MGs and Porsches for 
victory in the open top arena, having an amazing 28-year 
production run and it still inspires new open tops into the 
21st century” 

The Triumph TR Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LQi0OgZ-q4
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August  2020  Join TRA Today Flyer 
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August  2020    TTR Regalia 

 

 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Men’s Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master. 

   

See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are availa-
ble through Lands End on-line purchase. 
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August  2020  TTR Resin Regalia – John Hanten 

Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters, 

and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf 

plates. 

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors Other Triumph-related designs 

2020 Polar Bear Run  

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets 

2020 Bluebonnet Run  2019 Falling Leaves  

Pricing: 

•   Round Magnets - $5   

•   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets) 

•   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25 

•   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional) 
 

Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can 

cast to order.  jbh 

2020 Round Top Lunch Run  
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Karl Rettenmaier has been terribly 

influential this month on the direc-

tion two of my projects are going to 

take! Time will tell if he’s been help-

ful, or not! 

 

Originally, I was very happy with the 

Buick V6 engine going into the TR7, 

but Karl managed to convince me to 

put one of the two Rover V8s he 

owns in the car. One was the hot-

rodded 4.2 liter one in his MGB GT 

V8 and the other was an engine that 

was pulled out of an ’87 Rover De-

fender  with only 50K miles on it. 

After much reflection I decided the 

somewhat original looking 3.5 liter 

Defender engine would look cool un-

der the bonnet of the TR7, so Karl 

and I worked a deal on that engine. 

 

The Wedge Shop and Rimmer Bros 

both have conversion parts to put 

the Rover V8 into the TR7, so I 

spent quite a bit of time looking at 

both companies, plus I annoyed the 

heck out of Doug Trap, the club’s 

resident Rover V8 retrofit to TR7s 

expert. After all the research, I 

bought the kit Rimmer Bros makes 

for the transplant. Rimmer’s philoso-

phy is to sell a kit of mostly original 

parts so the TR7 will look as stock 

as possible. They do include a set of 

headers and a custom exhaust sys-

tem as part of their kit, so it’s not 

100% stock, just in case you were 

starting to worry about me. The kit’s 

backordered, so that should give me 

some time to finish up some other 

projects before the parts arrive. 

 

Patina originally came with Weber 

40 DCOE carbs, but Karl and I had 

such a problem getting them to run 

correctly originally that I put on a 

set of SU HS6s carbs to get it on 

the road and ready for the FOG tour 

coming up quickly on the horizon. 

Once I got the fuel percolation is-

sues resolved, the SUs have per-

formed flawlessly since then. Karl 

has been trying to get me to put the 

Webers back on Patina since day 

one, but I’ve resisted due to Patina 

being as reliable as a Toyota. Any-

way, after seeing what a nice job 

Karl did setting up the Webers on 

his latest TR6, I finally broke down 

and bought all the parts I’m going to 

need to replicate Karl’s setup. The 

engine was originally setup for the 

Webers, so it will be interesting to 

see how horsepower and drivability 

are affected by the update to more 

CFM. I’ve now got all the throttle 

linkage, chokes, jets and etc. needed 

to set them up, so - once Karl gets 

back from Tucson - we’ll get that 

setup on Patina. 

 

Karl and I loaded up his White TR6 

project on the trailer this month and 

took it over to Copperfield Automo-

tive to get it aligned. It now tracks 

perfectly, so afterwards Karl took it 

around his subdivision for its maiden 

cruise. He said it felt fantastic, es-

pecially sweet after all the hard 

work he’s put into restoring the car. 

 

Vince Bortoni’s TR4 project has 

made quite a bit of progress this 

month. All the wiring, carpets, Sur-

rey top, bumpers and lights are on 

the car and functioning well. The 

last thing needed was to get the car 

running so we could take it to Cop-

perfield Automotive for an align-

ment. With the cam, headers and 

aluminum head on Vince’s car the 

carbs were running way too rich; i.e., 

we couldn’t get the car running as 

well as we liked before Karl had to 

head back over to Tucson to manage 

his garage-mahal project.  

 

I asked Vince if he could get the guy 

who built his engine to come out to 

the garage in order to help us get it 

tuned correctly. John, the guy who 

originally worked with Vince on the 

project, came up to the garage and 

quickly diagnosed the same issue 

with the carbs being way too rich. 

He suggested we order a set of 

leaner needles for the car, plus he 

suggested we put in an original style 

bellows 160 degree thermostat in 

the car to bring down the tempera-

ture. John also asked me to put a 

pressure gauge on the fuel system 

to see if the repro fuel pump we’d 

installed might be sending the fuel 

at above 2.5 pounds. I was embar-

rassed that – while I have all sorts 

of test gauges for fuel injected cars 

- I didn’t have something for regular 

carbs. Vince ordered the parts and 

once we have them installed we’ll get 

John back out to the garage for an-

other tuning session. John apparent-

ly used to own a couple of shops in 

Houston. One was Road Machines 

LTD and the other was Overseas 

Motorcars. He certainly seemed to 

know his stuff! 

 

We put Vince’s new painted wire 

wheels on the TR4 this month, so it’s 

really coming together. It’s very 

pretty with the white paint, dark 

red interior and grey carpets. Hope-

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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fully, we’ll all be able to start our Saturday breakfasts 

again and Vince can join us with his restored TR4. 

 

I’ve had some liners for the Jeep Wrangler’s top in the 

garage for over a month now and finally got around to 

installing them. The Jeep’s top is made out of fiberglass 

and doesn’t have any headliner or insulation installed 

from the factory. With a black top, the AC has to work 

pretty hard to cool the interior in our Texas heat, plus 

it could use a bit of insulation to reduce the road noise 

a bit. MOPAR makes an accessory, but it’s a little pricey 

and not quite a nice as some after market offerings. 

They do make the interior feel a bit more luxurious, 

plus it’s a bit cooler and quieter now. It’s nice doing an 

upgrade that doesn’t take days to install! 

 

The tools continue coming into the garage. I’m really 

going to need to start limiting my YouTube video watch-

ing!! Now that I’m starting to get back into Metric cars, 

I noticed that my selection of wrenches was not as 

complete as the SAE tools I use on our Triumphs. I 

remedied that this month by buying some very narrow 

and thin wrenches and some wrenches shaped like Ss. 

I’ve got so many Metric wrenches now that I’m going to 

have to buy some drawer organizers for my tool box, so 

I can keep them all organized. I also made a trip to 

Harbor Freight to buy a gauge for testing fuel pressure 

on carbureted cars. I now know that Vince’s fuel pump 

is putting out 2.5 pounds of pressure, so his mechanical 

fuel pump is working correctly. I also added an air sand-

er to my collection to make sanding the TR7 easier.  

 

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, 

stay safe! 

Vince getting fitted for a 

new TR4 interior. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Upper Left – Finishing detail of having a TTR li-
cense plate frame. 

Upper Right – Interior complete. 

Middle Left – Red interior with grey carpet. 

Middle Right – Surrey top installed. 

Lower Left – Almost complete! 

Lower Right – Karl & Jerry trying to adjust the 
richness out of the carbs. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Upper Left – New Fuel Pump tester. 

Upper Right – Vince’s repop fuel pump putting out 
2.5 pounds of pressure. Perfect! 

Middle Left – New air sander for upcoming body 
work on the TR7. 

Lower Left – Need for organizing all my Metric 
spanners! 

Lower Right - $500 worth of Weber upgrades! 
Ouch! 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Upper – Karl’s latest restoration project on 
the way home from an alignment. 

Lower – Karl & Richard enjoying some math 
alignment humor at Copperfield Automotive. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Jeep Wrangler’s headliner insulation kit installed. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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So now it’s August, and we continue to operate in 

this virtual environment.  There is the monthly 

ZOOM meeting with good participation, periodic an-

nouncements by Mike Hado of cars for sale from 

people who are moving, or have aged out, and the call 

for orders from Moss for members working on their 

cars.  We also get distributions of newsletters from 

other Triumph and British Car Clubs, and they are 

all in the same shape… all in-person events are can-

celled, both locally and nationally, and they are 

meeting virtually.  Some of them are more active 

and have periodic ZOOM Tech Sessions or trivia Pub 

Quizzes.  It works, but it is still not a substitute 

for meeting weekly in-person and getting together 

to solve a technical problem or lend some aging mus-

cle for a heavy lift job somewhere. Many of the 

clubs are starting to post articles from previous 

issues, and that might be a source for stories during 

this strange period, particularly now that all of the 

past Bluebonnet content is available digitally. 

 

I continued working on the TTR Featured Cars se-

ries, with Ken Wasilewski’s TR3 featured in this is-

sue.  There are several additional cars already lined 

up for upcoming issues, and I will send out more re-

quests to line up additional cars to be featured.  

 

International Support Web 

 

During this period I have been organizing my digital 

files and Bluebonnet contributions.  I came across 

an article I wrote several years ago describing how 

to easily attach a door or window handle on a TR6.  

Since I had all of the text and pictures, I spent 

about five minutes and posted the DIY article on 

the 6,500 member TRIUMPH TR6 Facebook public 

group to see what would happen.  The post soon re-

ceived 25 reactions and 9 comments (see right), in-

cluding many that really appreciated the tip.  It was 

also shared to other sites three times so the ulti-

mate distribution is unknown. I dug a bit further 

and found the comments were from everywhere: 

Canada, Netherlands, Germany, and many US states. 

So, if I helped an unknown TR6 owner somewhere 

save some time and frustration by sharing this arti-

cle, it is certainly worthwhile for me.          jbh 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 
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Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page 

TTR Puzzle Page 
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-

bership meetings on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month except December (when we 

have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 

(281.807.4780).  

 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:    New Membership      Renewal Update 
 
Member’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
         
Birthday (month/day)  _____________/_____________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
        
Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________         

 
Street (or Mailing) Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 
 City: ____________________________________ State: _____  Zip:  _________ 

 
  Home Phone:  _______________ Work phone: _____________   Cell:  _______________ 
 

  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 

them: 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourself/selves and 

your Triumph(s).   

 

Year      Model         Commission No.                Color                                Condition* 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 

 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 

Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  –or-- 

 

On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 

TTR Membership Form 


