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More zaney pics from Jay

Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 20th.
Obligatory Disclaimer
"The Marque" is the official publication of the Miami Valley
Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, Bellbrook, OH 45305.
Views stated in the "Marque" are not necessarily those of the
officers or members of the club. Technical data is provided for
information only and no liability is assumed for suitability,
applicability, or safety. Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered
chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center of
the Triumph Register of America. Membership is $20 yearly
and is usually paid in May. Non-renewing members are deleted
from the mailing list. Meetings are held the first Wednesday of
the month at Tumbleweed Steak House in Kettering, unless
otherwise noted in the "Marque". General membership
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner starting at 6:00
pm prior to the meeting. Anyone interested is most heartily
invited to attend. Triumph car ownership is not required.

President’s Column …..
Officer elections are soon approaching and I
thought it would be good to review with you what
our Bylaws have to say about them.
- There are six elected officers, each serving
two-year staggered terms.
- The President, Secretary, and Treasurer are
elected in even numbered years. (These are the
officers to be elected in March, 2012.)
- The Vice President, Events Coordinator,
and Membership Director are elected in odd
numbered years. (Duties and responsibilities for
each of the six officer positions were distributed at
the September membership meeting. If you would
like a copy, please contact me, e-mail preferred. –
Chuck)

election, follow the simple instructions and cast
your ballot electronically. Appropriate measures
will be in place to insure each member in good
standing is allowed only one vote. For those
unable, or unwilling, to cast their vote
electronically, paper ballots will be available at the
March membership meeting.
* After the Secretary approves the votes and
the ballots are counted, the results of the election
are announced at the conclusion of the March
membership meeting. However, the newly elected
Officers will not assume the responsibilities of their
office until following the annual Awards Banquet in
March.
* During the same time span as the election
of Officers and in the same method, recipients of
our annual club awards are nominated and
determined. These awards are (qualifications for
these awards will be provided in a future column):

- Nominations are opened during the
December membership meeting and closed during
the February membership meeting.

** The Marque Of Distinction
** Most Improved

- Nominations will be posted in the February
and March editions of The Marque along with the
date of the election.
- The election is held at the end of the March
membership meeting.
- Election is by paper ballot.
- Absentee ballots must be signed by the
member in good standing and must arrive before the
voting closes.
- Election is by a simple majority of the
valid votes cast.
- The Secretary approves the votes at the
March membership meeting.
- The Officers are installed at the annual
Awards Banquet in March.
Now, with that being said, there are a few more
things that have been “standard practice” for awhile
but are not covered in the Bylaws.
* As this is YOUR club, we have been
trying to get more than just the members in
attendance at the March membership meeting
involved in the election process by providing an
electronic voting process. This has not been very
successful. Please, when you are notified the
electronic voting process has been activated for this

** Keep It On The Road
** Press On Regardless
My personal hope for this election cycle is that for
the first time in many, many years we have multiple
nominations for each office. While I am grateful to
those who allow their name to be put into
nomination, I believe it is unfair to the club for
there to be only one choice for each office. Would
you like to go into Tim Horton’s and have only one
choice of coffee? Or live in a town with a choice of
only one doctor? How about if there was only one
football team in the National Football League? Or
one style house in your community? Make a
difference. Seriously consider your level of
participation in YOUR club and allow your name to
be placed into consideration for a club officer.
(… he says, stepping off his soapbox.)
Cheers,
Chuck

Jay's funnies from the web

The Flat-mobile, jet powered, and yes it is British.
The amusing part is that although it's not the type of
car you would choose to be seen driving; it really
gets around popularly.

Treasurer’s Report: As of 1 October 2011, we
will have a balance of $2909.75. Since
September 1, 2011 the club had the following
income: 50/50--$9.00, membership income:
$185.00, and left over tee shirt income from
BCD: $40.00. Total income for September is
$234.00. The club only had the following
expense: New Post Office Box Key for
$9.00.

Miami Valley Triumphs Monthly Meeting, 07
September, 2011
Meeting was held at Tumble Weeds restaurant
on Dorothy Lane. President Chuck White
convened the meeting at 1930 hours. There were
twenty-three club members and one guest, and
the Clough’s two children in attendance. There
were no changes or additions to the agenda.
Officer’s reports –
President White opened the meeting and
gave a toast: “Hail to the Queen”. He Thanked
all the volunteers who worked BCD, and
specifically thanked Lorna and Ellis Ball for
having the pizza party at their house when the
car show was over.
Chuck welcomed our guest Tom Hardy, who has
an old Spitfire and was here to ask advise on
carburetors.
The Vice President, Ted Allison, was his usual
jovial self and commented he was still breathing.
Secretary Stan Seto said that Minutes from the
August meeting had been published in the
Marque. Most in the audience had read them
and they were approved without change.
Membership Secretary, Eden Allison, reported
that 30 have signed up for 2011 – 2012, so the ten
of you need get your dues sent in.
The Treasurer, Harry Mague, has a separate
report of our finances, elsewhere in the Marque.
It sounded like we were solvent.

Understanding Women, First Ed.

Events Chairman, Bruce Clough –
BCD was a very nice show, Tripe C was
there and Little British Car was not.
There was some conversation about
admitting more European cars, as we had a

Citroen and the world did not collapse. Maybe
setup a European class next year.
Bruce plans a Farm Tour for 10
September and
The Fall Tour is planned for 14 -16
October and in the direction of Madison, In.
Committee Reports
Technical – Stan commented he was
considering Toyota light truck calipers for his
TR3. They are dual piston and have more pad
area, so car should stop better.
Spares - No Report this Month
Newsletter – Randy has some large
pictures he wants to put in. .
BCD – There was an article in the
Marque. It did turn out to be a very nice show
this year after the threat of rain washed out. We
had nearly 300 cars there and again, a large
number of spectators. The financial aspect has
yet to be settled.

BTM will be having a spaghetti Dinner to
help raise funds. Help is requested for this 2012
mid-February date event. It will be a 1 – 5 PM
event at Luigi Pasquali’s
BMT will also have an Open house on 23
October, and an accompanying cook-out.
Tumbleweed manager wants to start a
cruise-in venue every Tuesday or Wednesday in
Spring of 2012. Asked the club to get involved.
There are a number of things that have to be
discussed, such as Liability, Potties, overflow
parking and determining what could work and
what will not work. Club is a little leary of this
venture.
There was “Split the Pot”, won by Pete Stroble,
and in the amount of $9.00. Note two things
here: Pete was the last one to buy tickets, and
Harry has increased the table stakes (in favor of
the House) by reducing the tickets you get from
four to three (Doesn’t that stink!!!)
Meeting was adjourned at 20:32:30 Hours.

Old Business –
Regalia – Pete Stroble was asking if
anyone remembered the prices for the regalia
stuff he has. Some comments from the floor
helped him price some of what he ahs.
Mailbox key was obtained for about 12
dollars…it was given to Harry Mague,
Treasurer.
Phil Daye Update – had two CAT Scan
evaluations and the news is more chemo and
radiation treatments are needed. He’s to see a
doctor the week after this meeting for a complete
diagnosis.
Cheyenne is experiencing some troubles. She sees
a complete parallel to her previous situation and
that troubles her. She’s seeing a Psychiatrist
The club is going to do a card shower for each of
them.
Marlene - We seemed to have lost her in
the shuffle. No one knows where she is physically
located.
Forrest is going to his church’s Prayer
meeting s on Wednesday evenings, so is not
attending MVT. But Audrey says he has his
driver’s license and is driving a little bit.
New Business –

Next meeting will be 07 September at 7:30 PM at
TumbleWeeds. Submitted by Secretary, Stan
Seto.

Time for a change of pace.

Interesting little British cars popped up on show
day. This one is a candidate for the new import
class that Mike Edgerton and I have been
developing.

Cute artistic efforts to feather the home nest.
(Also from Jay)

2500 cars to look at in one weekend!
by Randy Wakefield
It was the weekend to make the year!
Thursday, 15 September, I packed up the 72
Mustang and headed North to Lima, Ohio for the
32nd Annual Rebel Run. The attendance has been
down about 10% all across the show calendar.
Leroy and Sandy Robey put on the show not to miss
though. Even the much vaunted Good Guys show
was going on in Indianapolis on the same day, The
Rebel Run still drew about what it does. So 1900 or
so cars kept me busy. In fact, I had Gene Winfield
pretty much to myself all Thursday night. We
discussed his recent Bonneville speed attempts. I
guess it was wet this time and Gene spun six times
during one of his 219 mph runs. Then it spun the
opposite direction. Gene says they tell you not to try
to correct a spin. I said that I am the son of an old
Army Air Corps man who spent his career in the
Test Wing. I was raised on the logic that it doesn't
make sense to not try to correct a spin.
Did I mention that my friend Gene is 84
years old? And he won the sprint race. He has an
amazing amount of energy that he attributes to lack
of caffeine, alcohol and drugs. Sex on the other
hand seemed OK. What a guy.

My "High School Sweetheart" ran well on the trip. I
hope to have the TR6 out on some longer runs this
year as well. My long term goal is now set to have
the Mini at the 2012 Rebel Run.

Some cars defy explanation. So I won't

The Rebel Run is usually free of ugly ugly little Jap
cars. This year, the owner of several micro cars
presented this Subaru (the only one) with his
collection.
2500 cars in a weekend Cont...

There were all sorts of cars.

Here is the trivia question photo of the month. What
is it?

from the movie Rebel Without a Cause. The show
was originated in James Deans hometown of
Fairmount, Indiana. Leroy Robey moved the show
to Lima when the city fathers became less than cooperative on some issues. Just to show you the
passion involved with the show, A second show
named the Duck Tail Run was regenerated and then
moved to Gas City, Indiana when similar events
occurred in Fairmount. A third show was
regenerated in Fairmount entitled the James Dean
Run.
Last years attendance was 1625 at JD, 3200 at
Ducktail and 2543 at Rebel Run.

Four days of 50's and then off to the Concurs. I
could not pass up the chance to see this rather
famous Superliner. Like some of you, I took the
cockpit tour.
2500 cars in a weekend Continues...

Good luck figuring this one out!
Okay, The Rebel Run is actually about custom cars
with a strong muscle car content. The Neon Contest,
bands, and antique sprint cars are featured events.
I would really love sitting here and wheeling this
overly tall bus down the road. The view is
spectacular. As an old truck driver, I can say with
good reference that the guard rails and bridge
railing look much less significant from this altitude.
And the 3-4 foot tall traffic lights look quite large as
well.

Of course, The Rebel Run is visited by 65 or so
custom Mercury types. The show gets it's identity

SCCA.

This long surf board like light fixture pops up into
the air to light the area around the Superliner when
it requires a brighter display area.

Mike Barton and Pete Stroble showed this piece
from the British Transportation Museum collection.
How nice!

What's this? Here is Boris Turpak's racer. One of
my "Eager Beaver" football players was Kyle
Turpak. Boris is his uncle. Kyle and his dad told me
of the time this was one of only four cars to finish a
race in Georgia. It was raining. A dozen cars went
into the downhill right but only a few made it! Paul
Newman in his light little Datsun, Boris and a
Cobra or two. This car has a great heritage in

Well that's enough. I took megabites of photos. I
must say, after so many people at the Concurs
walked in front of my shots, and after an hour of
ragtime's swawky woodwinds, I was ready to go
back to Lima.
This show has a beautiful setting and is very classy.
It is an opportunity to see cars that will not be
viewed at many other shows. Set your calendar for
next year.

Mike’s TR4A LT (Long Term) Project,
The Beginning…..

Day 1: Delivery. Chuck’s trailer was named for his
TR4A. Thanks to Chuck the 4A was safely
delivered although we probably lost some of the
4A’s metal (as rust) along the way. Mara spent
some time sweeping the excess iron oxide from the
trailer.

The right side is actually worse for rust than the left.

Doesn’t look to bad here. About a 20/20 car (20 feet
@ 20 MPH) that is if it ran under its own power.
Luckily I was able to purchase the floors and sills
from the Roadster Factory while a sale was going
on. The trunk lid isn’t salvageable so the search was
on….found one on Ebay for $17.25 with $39.00
shipping (Thank goodness I have a UPS Daily Pick
UP account) …otherwise the fee would have been
in excess of $125.00. What a find!! :-)

In about a week of removing fenders, doors, seats
and etc. I was able to see more of the real condition
of the floors and sills.

MVT Events Crier!
From your MVT Event’s Chair – Bruce Clough
Here are some things to keep on your horizon. You
can also find these on the MVT web sites event’s list (
http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/events/events.html
), or another excellent resource is the Little British Car
Company’s website event’s list:
http://www.lbcarco.com/cgibin/gen5?runprog=lbcnews&prog=2F6367692D62696
E2F67656E353F72756E70726F673D6C626576656E7
473&o=
5 Oct – MVT Monthly Meeting, Tumbleweed
Restaurant, East Dorothy Lane in Kettering in front of
Elder Beerman’s. Dinner and BS at 6:30PM, Meeting
and more BS at 7:30PM. Pres Chuck will hand out the
agenda, and we will kick tires in the lot afterwards.

Typical crew at MVT Tech Session mulling over
several ways to fix something, none optimal…
10 Oct – MVT Tech Session – just threw this on the
schedule - get your car ready for the tour! At the least
I’ll throw open our garage to fix minor stuff. I might be
able to get my workbenches cleared off in time. Or just
come for the coffee and I’ll had you a rake… Kidding,
honest. We’ll start at 0900 and go until we get sick of it.
Address is 1726 Sutts Trail, Xenia, OH 45385, 937376-9946.

Duncan working on his ride at a past tech session

The Fall Tour!

14-16 Oct – MVT Fall Tour: Okay, so we might not be
going to a castle, but this is the crowning MVT threeday event for the fall. We meet at the Red Onion Café
in Monroe (214 South Main Street, Monroe, OH 45050,
(513) 360-0180 - www.redonioncafe.biz ), just after
th
they open at 1100 on the 14 . We will swing west from
there through Indiana with our destination that night of
Madison, IN, staying at Comfort Inn (IN260) 3767 Clifty
Drive, Madison, IN, US, 47250, Phone: (812) 2734443, Fax: (812) 265-4534. The next day we head
south through Kentucky – wineries, horse farms, small
towns, and distilleries – staying that night near
Lexington at the La Quinta Inn Lexington - 1920
Stanton Way, Lexington, KY 40511-1350, 1-859-2317551. Sunday, we sweep east and north, ending up at
Valley Vineyards (http://www.valleyvineyards.com/,
2276 East US 22 & 3, Morrow, Ohio 45152 Ph:
513.899.2485, Fx:513.899.9022) for dinner at 5:30PM.
Bruce Clough, that snazzy dude, is coordinating the

trip. For more information, please call him at 937-3769946, or email at bclough@woh.rr.com.
(BTW – that is the famous Loveland Castle above –
rumor has it Stan hangs out there - has something for
chain mail and yards of ale…)

Yummy at Valley Vineyards!
16 Oct – MVT Fall Dinner: If you can’t go on the tour,
but want to join us for dinner, meet us at Valley
Vineyards at 5:30PM Give Bruce a headcount so he
can reserve space. Valley Vineyards is just off US
22/OH3 south of Morrow (see address above). Dinner
cost is $59/couple, and here is what they say about it:
“Come experience a legendary Valley Vineyards
Weekend Cookout, our most popular feature. Grill your
own steak or salmon on our indoor or outdoor grills.
Along with your entree and a great bottle of wine, you’ll
enjoy: Two types of salad, Green beans almandine (or
corn on the cob in season), Baked potato, Fresh
breads, and our special homemade dessert buffet.
that includes choice of meat, side dishes, dessert, and
a bottle of wine.”
More info about this at Valley Vineyards website:
(http://www.valleyvineyards.com/cookouts.html )

Pumpkins should be cheap by the Harvest Run, or
rotted…
5 or 11 November – MVT Harvest Run. One last
time to blow out the carbon before you put the LBC
away for the winter. Probably will be a more northerly
run since the ones of late have been more south. Do I
detect pie at the Urbana Airport Restaurant?
Branderberry wines?
3 Dec – MVT Holiday Soiree: Like last year it will be
at the Queen of Apostles Community meeting room at
Bergamo Mt St John, 4400 Shakertown Rd, Dayton,
OH 45430 429-06510. Meet and greet 6PM, dinner at
6:30, Brown Bag Auction about 7:30. Bring old
Triumph, and other stuff, you don’t want in a brown
bag, and we’ll action it off and pad the treasury. Lois
Biger’s the POC for this at 937-253-1580.

MVT Classifieds

For Sale: 2200 CFM 16” Electric radiator Fan $35,
1500 CFM Electric Radiator Fan $20, TR7 Engine Fan
$10, Black TR7 Hood Cover (when it’s retracted you
cover it with this) $25, Various Autometer meters,
$20/ea, a few 100/80W H4 bulbs - $5, shop cleaned
(tanked) TR7 engine block $25 - more misc TR7 parts
including a lot of engine stuff! Bruce 937-376-9946.
bclough@woh.rr.com

Farm-Stand Tour
2011 – Give Us A Full
Report

Allisons (Explorer – no Stag or TR8 this time) waiting
and eating ice cream. I went and got a scoop with
Duncan and Bridgett.

By Bruce Clough

11 Sep 2011
0730: Getting ready for the Farm(stand) tour. This
has morphed a lot during the years. Originally it was to
visit the farms showcasing their activities as part of the
Greene County Farm Tour, but several years ago that
fell apart. We continued the tradition (albeit without
visiting the pig farms) by visiting Farm Stands. This
year we’ve moved it forward a weekend due to Alice’s
game schedule, and that kept a few folks away due to
other plans, but it looked like the weather was going to
be passable so I reviewed the plan one more time.

Waiting for Stan at Two Scoops
1315: Noticed I had a call while inside (phone was on
vibrate – leftover from church earlier) from Stan –
hmmm… Called him back. He had the bypass hose
let loose on the TR3B in Waynesville. Cracked & blew.
He was wrapping it with electrical tape, would be there
in a few.
1330: No Stan – called him. The electrical tape gave
way, he was re-wrapping with duct tape. Action time –
I left for home to grab the bypass off the Grey Ghost. It
was 20+ years old, but still in one piece, while the
Rutledges drove off to Bellbrook to get Carol a
sandwich.
1345: Made it back to Spring Valley with the hose, and
Stan had made it there by then. The bypass I had was
suspect near the top so we re-enforced it with duct
tape.

The Plan – Start at Two Scoops Café in Spring
Valley at 1300, proceed to Jackson’s Farm Market,
then to North Shore Primitives in Washington
Court House, back to Caesar’s Creek to hunt
fossils, and then dinner at the Corwin Peddler –
which offers excellent pub fare.
1221: While I was collecting two-way radios and
getting the maps in the Subaru (Stag still isn’t on the
road yet, and we don’t want to drive the TR7s) Stan
called – he was running a bit late, but would be there in
less than 50 minutes. That’s okay – plenty of time to
chat and good places to sit at Two Scoops.
1259: Arrived at Two Scoops – found out we already
had the Rutledges (TR3B), McKitricks (TR7), and the

New Old Hose with duct tape reinforcement – yeah,
that’s colorful duct tape…

Proper way to re-enforce hose with duct tape:
Several layers (okay, about 5) can hold back the
water on a TR3B hose, but you must do it correctly.
You must secure both ends of the tape on the hose
with a hose clamp so water cannot get out from
underneath and ruin the patch. Use hose clamps
to do this. You will note that was done in the
picture above.

Just hangin’ at the farm market…
1430: Finally headed out from the farm market. Since
we were running about an hour behind and had a car
running on duct tape we decided to skip the jaunt to
Washington Court House and head down to Caesar’s
Creek.
1440: Stan pulled to the side of the road with a coolant
leak. Great, our hose probably broke where we had to
reinforce it. Nope, didn’t break there. The other (nonduct tape reinforced) connection on the bypass hose
sprang a leak – dang, should have reinforced that side
also. Fortunately we knew what to do. Out came the
duct tape and hose clamps while Roger went to beg for
water. Six full wraps and one more hose clamp (and
maybe a first-degree burn or two from the hot engine
parts.

Stan gets the coveted rubber chicken necklace for
having a Triumph failure during a run. It’s a happy
event for sure…
1355: Finally left Two Scoops and headed for Jackson
Farm Market on US 68 south of Xenia. Pretty much a
straight shot east on Spring Valley Paintersville Road
from where we had been. The sun was out and the
breeze was blowing the crops in the fields as we
passed. Clouds were building, but it looked like that
would go north of us. We arrived about 1410 none the
worse for wear.
1410: Took in Jackson’s Farm Market. Lots of stuff
for the heartiest Triumph freak – I found a Birch Beer,
Alice found some Acorn Squashes, Bridgett a peach,
and Duncan a Ring Pop. The rest of the intrepid MVT
travelers also got a few vittles for the rest of the trip.

Now the hose sported duct tape at both ends. See,
nature loves symmetry…

viewing pier built over the creek. Hey, was that thunder
I heard?

Roger the waiter arrives with water. Ted just
wanted to get in the picture so it looked like he was
doing something noteworthy…
1500: Stan gets back underway along with the rest of
the caravan. Uneventful, lovely backroad drive to
Caesar’s Creek. First stop is the emergency spillway,
where a channel has been dug through 430 million
year old rock chock full of fossils. You can park your
car on either side of the road and look for fossils. Or,
you can watch gliders being towed into the air and
released – Waynesville is a glider haven with two
active airfields supporting glider flight.

Parked at Caesar’s Creek Lake Overflow. Note no
fluid leakage from Stan’s car. Will the romance
continue?
1535: Drove down behind the dam to look at the
Caesar’s Creek Gorge as well as find rest rooms for
the weaker members of the team <smile>. If you’ve
never been there, you can park below the dam, and
they have nice walking trails, bridge over the creek and
a picnic pavilion. They even have a fish feeding and

Bridgett and Duncan wondering if they can use
techniques they learned watching “Hillbilly
Handfishing” on Animal Planet against these creek
fish…
1620: Yep, that was thunder we heard, so tops went
up, tonneau covers, got zipped, and sunroof closed.
We figured it was time to start heading toward Corwin.
1635: Arrived at the Corwin Peddler in Corwin. This
place is run by a couple from England and sports pub
fare as well as Young’s ice Cream. Got right in and
sat down in a quaint restaurant setting. They have a
great menu – Banger’s & Mash, Ploughman’s Platter,
Shepherd’s Pie – seems logical for a LBC club to be at.

Found under the Rutledge’s car at Corwin. Their
car was really making it’s spot. Never seen oil this
dense, almost like horse do-do…

Inside the Corwin Peddler

Beef and Ale – this was better than pub fare I’ve
had in the UK!
1820: We finally finished up and headed our separate
ways home. Great tour – we’ll try to move it a bit later
th
next year so more can attend. Oh, mark November 5
– Corwin Peddler hosts a Guy Fawkes Night Party. If
you don’t know who Guy was, go look it up and you’ll
see why it’s a perfect reason to drink… I’ll put it on the
club’s calendar…
1840: Made it home and started typing this.
2051: Stan called – made it home safe. Told me the fix
worked so well he was going to leave it on for a few
months.  I’m thinking Press On Regardless we have
a candidate…

Duct Tape Rules!

Tales of the
FrankenStag
October 2011 - Bruce Clough

month, I took the shifter extension to Performance
Clinic to get it welded (one of the very few places in the
Beavercreek-Xenia area that can weld aluminum I
found out), so I took the chance to put it together and
get it back in. Went in fairly easy - might have to adjust
the reverse “guard”, we shall see.

Cover that naked shifter boy…
Yeah, we got a big hole – having at least four different
transmissions has not been nice to the trannie tunnel.
Big holes, dented metal, what a mess. First step was
to pop rivet in metal to cover the small holes, but I
needed to use a larger sheet to cover the big one.
Lucky that most hardware stores carry these sheets
and I live near several. Unlucky that they charge what
I think is a lot of money for metal sheets. Normally I’d
use aluminum for this, but since I was having a hard
time finding the right gage I went with steel.
If there isn’t a structural need, or I have to worry
about dissimilar metals and water, I like to use
aluminum since it’s easier to cut, bend and the cut
edges are not as sharp. It is more expensive, and
you have to use a special primer, but I think that’s
a small trade…

What’s this? Read on…

I cut the metal piece so it was ½” wider on each side
than the hole, then marked the location where the shift
lever comes through and made a hole similar size and
shape to a TR7 shifter hole. I mounted the metal,
mounted the shifter boot, and then mounted the choke
cable bracket, and glued a bit of padding up top.

Shifter is in…Joy

Shifter is in, and it seems like it’s working well
Labor Day weekend finds me getting the shifter
installed as well as the driveshaft.
As I wrote last

Hole covered, shifter boot installed, just need a bit
of clothing for this…
Okay, now to cover. Finding an exact match for the
super-cheap carpet that came in the Stag was
impossible – it was some aftermarket carpet that I
couldn’t match, but I rummaged through the dumpster

at a auto upholstery shop and found a piece of free
carpet that is close enough, and the price is right! As
far as the shifter upholstery was concerned I just
reused most of a TR7 shifter cover, reupholstering with
the same green vinyl as the dash When I put the
carpet down I used screws as much as possible,
especially where I have to pull it up to access the shift
lever mechanism. Not a perfect match, but good
enough for the FrankenStag.

Almost good enough for Speed Racer…

Got Shafted Again
Another item I need to take care of is to get the drive
shaft in. The original shaft is about a foot to short (the
Stag trannie is very similar to a TR6 trannie and has a
long extension on it), so I took it to American Driveline
and Clutch on Troy Street in Dayton. They looked at it,
guessed it was off something foreign, and said “we’ll
have it for you next week”. They were true to their
word, I picked it up, painted it green, and bolted it on.

4-Foot Driveshaft. Longest one I’ve ever seen in a
Triumph! We’ll see about vibrations…

Manifold Desires
The first picture of this installment of Bruce’s latest
soap-opera shows little “headerettes’ on a spare TR7
head that I was using as a Jig for making headers.
The idea was that I could run a 2”-2.5” exhaust pipe
across this and figure out where to cut holes so I could
weld up the headerettes to is (BTW – the headerettes
came off that set of blue TR7 headers that had no
chance of fitting a LHD TR7 even if they did manage to
line up on the head bolt holes, which they didn’t).
So, I had just figured out how I was going to do this
when the idiot-stick hit me.
Use a left-hand Stag manifold, dummy.
The trade-off is that I’ll probably have to cut into the
motor mount a bit on the left hand side, but that’s why I
way-overdesigned them, so they could be “trimmed to
fit”.
Out came the phone (Ted Allison is on speed dial) and
in a little bit Ted came over bearing a Stag manifold
that needed a bit of TLC.
Okay, a lot of TLC.
First thing is that I had to get out the bolts holding on
the LH Heat Riser. Out came the MAP torch, on went
the heat, out came the bolts.
Two down, three to go.
Those last three were two bolts and a stud that held
the remains of the down pipe on the manifold. Usually
folks give up and drill out all three, but I’m an optimist.
Out came the MAP torch again, heated up those pesky
hardware, quenched in water, heated them up again,
quenched them again in water, headed them up again
to evaporate the water, and cool. The two bolts came
up, the stud sheered at the first thread. Oh well, I tried.

Tapping the drilled-out stud hole…
Okay, so now I have to clean up the manifold to make
it presentable. Here are Bruce’s “Manifold clean up
steps”:

How to clean a manifold on the cheap
around the house:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Wire brush real good
Wipe with solvent, Air Dry
Wire brush real good
Wipe with solvent, air dry
Soak in de-rusting jelly for 2 hours
Rinse with cold water
Wash with Simple Green
Rinse with hot water
Put on BBQ to dry off (force dry)
Spray with Eastwood Satin Black Header paint
while still warm from the BBQ
11. Let sit 3 hours
12. Put back in the BBQ with all burners on full for
30 minutes (400-500 degrees F in the BBQ)
13. Ready for installation (after it cools down, of
course…)
Easy as cake!

Manifold-on-the-Barbie
Now came the time I dread – trial fit to find how much
motor mount to cut away.
Big chunk actually.
But that’s why I have a Sawzall.
Got the mount out, cut, repainted and back in, in about
90 minutes. Refit the manifold. Much better. A couple
of the bolts I had to switch from the usual hex-head to
Allen-head due to starter clearance issues, oh well. It
fits.

Yeah, it fits…
I called up Mike Coffee at Stag parts USA and he has
a VGC used LH downpipe – sold (and it’s stainless to
boot). I might have to shorten the “down” run of this
pipe – we’ll see when I get it in place.
Now to connect, errr, well actually, INVENT the rest of
the system. Invent since there aren’t stock exhaust
systems for ’73 stags running ’80 TR7 engines with
Rover gearboxes. Ah, but to dream…

Notched Motor Mount, but it clears!

We need an Exhaust Boys!
But since dreaming just gets you deeper in trouble
when talking little British sports cars, we will stick to
reality, and reality is that I need to develop a system
from scratch.
Okay, let’s start from the back, and that means start
from the muffler.
Muffler?
Yeah, I want to mount the muffler on the back to
continue to both shift a little weight back and also
minimize heat under the floorpan.

But what type of muffler to get?
Usually mufflers in the back are those fat stainless
types that sound like the car has a bad case of
flatulence. Another drawback to those are the weigh a
lot and also cost a lot ($300 for a decent American
made one). They also tend to be very fat and the
FrankenStag will look like it has a big silver zit.
Not that it wouldn’t improve the looks.
I want something smaller. Cherry-bomb types are too
long, oval ones look, errr, silly. I finally settled on a
universal 10” Super-Trapp muffler, you know, the type
where you add and subtract discs to tune the sound
and performance. It’s price was a bit less than the USmade “rude-body-noise-making” fat stainless mufflers
and it had a built-in mount. If it’s not soft enough
sound wise I can put a small, in-line muffler on the run
back fro the front pipe. We’ll see…
I also called up Ted Allison and got back the LH rear
pipe for the stainless system that was on the
FrankenStag when it has the 4.3LV6 in it. Turns out
that is a stock pipe, and I need it since the Stag
exhausts go through the back sub-frame and I needed
a pipe with the right bends in it. Ted was happy to give
it back with a cryptic “four squares Buddy!” Hmmm,
did he say he was roofing?
Okay, I have a pipe to go through the frame.
Progress[1], but now I have to figure out where to put
the muffler exactly.
The exact placement was driven by wanting to get it
back far enough so the exhaust wouldn’t leave residue
on the body and also get it at the right angle so the
pipe coming to it could hug the bottom a little bit. I
settled on a location just where the bottom meets the
back.

Muffler and pipe in place on the FrankenStag –
white arrow shows the end of the pipe that goes
through the back sub-frame.
Now for a pipe to connect it.
I could take it (on a flat bed) to Muffler Brothers, Midas,
or a shop like that and in the end spend $150-ish on a
custom pipe.
Or I could let the car live up to its namesake and just
assemble a bunch of exhaust parts from Advance
Auto.
Advance Auto won.

This is what $30 gets you at Advance Auto. One
exhaust pipe kit.
Two adaptors for joining pipes, turn-down tip that I can
use as an elbow, straight section, goop to seal the
joints and a hanger & clamps. To be fair, I kinda knew
what I needed before I bought the parts, and I did by a
few extra parts, like clamps and the hanger. Better to
have them and not need them.
Next, I laid on the floor with all my parts, a scribe,
Sharpie marker, and a tape measure and sequentially
figured out where to cut what, working from the pipe to
the muffler. Rather than using a lot of clamps on the
connections, I made sure I had tight connections and
used many stainless pop rivets[2] and muffler sealer.
In the end I had a nice pipe:

Nice Pipe (on stand to be painted)
Only it needs to be black. Easy enough, I have plenty
of header paint, several different kinds, in fact – I
chose the Eastwood spray satin black paint. One funny
thing about header paint, it only get’s strong, and
chemical resistant, if cured by heat, such as a running
engine. But I didn’t have an engine. I had something

better, the Milwaukee heat gun.
blown paint curing heat.

1500 degrees of

Plan B was to have Muffler Brothers make me a pipe
that was close, and I would cut a flex-pipe to fit and
misalignments. Well, Muffler Brothers informed me
that you can’t get 1-5/8” pipe, not at least here in the
States. 1.75” and 1.5”, sure, 1.625”, naw baby, naw.
Time for Plan C.
Plan C was to find whatever I could at Advance Auto
that would fit into the back pipe, buy some extra 1.75”
flex pipe and straight pipe, and make something. I did
manage to find a coupler that was the right OD to fit in
the back pipe, but was too small to fit the flex pipe, so I
had to cut several shim pieces made from other round
pipes of different sizes, slather them with high-temp
silicone sealer, push them on, then push on the flex
pipe, then make sure they went nowhere with a double
row of stainless pop rivets. .

These are trained professionals, do not try this at
home.
It took about 10 minutes to cure, but I let it go for 20.
After letting it cool down for 30 minutes I fit it to the car.

…it fit right on the first time…
Okay, got the back done, now for the front. Quite
frankly I thought this would be easy - Mike Coffee (at
Stag Parts USA) had an excellent used stainless front
pipe for $50. That installed in about 10 minutes, and
took me another hour to run to Ace Hardware and get
a “U” clamp to secure the end of the front pipe to the
trannie mount. I did wrap both the pipe and the mount
with header wrap (braided fiberglass) to reduce the
heat transfer before I clamped it.
Now for the middle pipe. This turned out to be a bit
tougher than I thought. My first plan was to use an
adaptor going into the back pipe that would allow me to
use the same type of turn-down I used on the back
pipe. Then I would use several straight sections and
some flex pipe to take up the misalignment. Only thing
was I couldn’t find an adaptor that had the right OD to
fit into the back pipe (1-5/8”). On to Plan B.

Silicone and pop rivets – my kind of duo.
I then pop riveted the flex pipe pieces to the other
straight parts, using silicone to seal the connections.
Off again to the Barbie to heat-treat the silicone…

Exhaust pipe for dinner anyone?

Yes, the high-temp (copper) silicone you need to heattreat so it sets up. In this case it was 30 minutes at
about 250-300F, which was more than adequate. After
I got them out of the grille I added the last straight pipe
section and moved the whole thing to my paint shop
(the concrete in front of our garage). There I painted
them with more manifold paint and used my trusty
Milwaukee heat gun to cure one while the other went
back in the BBQ grille (too small diameter for the heat
gun,) at 400F for 25-30 minutes.

Header wrap on the exhaust pipe, silicone cover on
the fuel line. Stainless clamps – got that?

Intermediate Bracing

Usual disclaimer about don’t try this at home,
these are highly trained professional, or
daredevils…
The paint turned out well and I fit the pipe to the
car…to my surprise, everything fit. Now for a few
integration details.

Somehow I had to support the middle of the tube I just
made since it was between two flex sections – and I
need to keep away from the drive shaft and not dip
down too low. Fortunately I have enough spare stuff
around the garage to make up a middle brace. Took
an 8” steel brace (un-used lawnmower part), drilled
one side to accept a 1-7/8ths muffler clamp, drilled the
other side to fit the floor pan under the driver’s seat.
th
Bolted it to the car using 5/16 SAE NF bolts, attached
the pipe to the other side using the clamp, but wrapped
a bit of header wrap around the brace so it would slow
down heat transfer to the brace. Easy.

Heat insulation
I already wrote about the insulation I used on the front
pipe bracket to slow heat getting from the pipe to the
trannie mount. Now I had to insulate for another
reason – heat soak to the fuel line.
Close to where the exhaust pipes go through the back
sub-frame member the cross under the rear hydraulic
and fuel lines, separation is about 4” vertically. Want
to protect the fuel line there, especially from heat soak
while stopped on a hot day, so I wrapped about a 6”
section of the exhaust pipe with header wrap and then
covered the fuel line 6” either side of the exhaust pipe
with silicone fuel line insulation (silicone on the outside,
soft fluffy fiberglass on the inside – got it at
Performance Clinic in Beavercreek). I’m hoping that
does the trick and I don’t have any vapor-lock issues.
Since I run silicone hydraulic fluid (DOT 5) in the brake
lines I’m not expecting any issues from not insulating
those separately – that fluid is supposedly good to
500F, and that’s a lot hotter that is will get in that area.

Middle brace. Note that you could take this across
to the other side of the car so it could act as a drive
shaft support in case of shaft failure. I’ll note that
for a future upgrade…

Wheels and Tires
Ah, yes, the shoes. Time to examine where the rubber
meets the road. Not really good. The tires that came
on the Stag were old, true, but they held air and
cornered okay - as much as you would aggressively
corner in a car that over-steered badly. The spare was
even older and didn’t hold air. The front rims had been
restored a few years back, but the rear ones were
corroded and had lots of chipped paint. I didn’t want
to take them to a wheel restoration shop since I wanted
to spend money on the tires, hmmm, what to do…

Tires
The choice on original tires wasn’t good (essentially a
couple of inexpensive Chinese brands) so I decided to
go with a wider tire. For the spare I needed something
that would fit down in the remaining space. By trial I
found that the spare from the red TR7 would fit in the
trunk, and we matched the size to a 185/60-14, so
we’re using that for the spare with the “normal” tires
being 205/70-14, which has a similar circumference as
the originals, but just a bit wider. Went with B.F.
Goodrich Radial T/A’s since they are a good domestic
tire. The white lettering is to the inside since this isn’t a
Camaro… Spare is a cheap import since that was
the only thing available in that size.

Restored wheel – can hardly see the elbow grease
smeared across it…

Wheels
Taking stock, I had five wheels, three needing paint.
The spare, being a spare, was just cleaned and reshot
with clear wheel paint. For the wheels that would
normally be on the car I had to spend a bit more quality
time with them to make them acceptable 10/10 (looks
great at ten feet and ten mph) wheels. For polishing
the bare metal parts I did an experiment – on one I
used sandpaper, the other steel wool, varying the

coarseness as the metal became cleaner (180 – 1000
grit for the sandpaper, 3 to 0000 gage for the steel
wool) and finished with metal polish and a buffing
wheel on a drill while using black enamel on the
painted parts. Originally I thought the sandpapercleaned wheel would turn out best, but I think the steelwooled wheel look better, both took about the same
amount of elbow grease, I keep that in a jar right next
to my extra skinned knuckles…

Hey, what’s that on the floor?
24 September was a red-letter day. That’s the day I
first filled up the coolant system and found out it
leaked, in three places, quite a bit. All the spiders
under the car are now being poisoned by ethylene
glycol. It was leaking from the intake manifold gasket
(not sealing a hole in the head like it should), manifold
O-ring not seating well, and my heater hose water
pump connection block off plug weeping (just a plug
pushed into the hose with a clamp around it – it was
supposed to be temporary, it was). Off came the
offending parts, new gaskets and O-ring for the
manifold, made a new plug for the heater hose port ,
and generally tightened clamps. Leaks stopped…

Large bolt, liberally coated with JB Weld epoxy
screwed into heater hose port. That will stop the
leak – Conan away!
So, it’s the last week of October and no engine start
yet. Maybe it will take me a year to fix this car…

Notes:
1. What is the opposite of “progress”? Congress!
Okay, note to myself, comic life is not for me…
2. A technique I used to great success on several
TRs, including both TR7’s.

