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The Texas Triumph Register 

The Gulf Coast Triumph Association, Inc.  d/b/a the Texas Triumph 
Register (TTR) is an organization of Triumph owners and enthusiasts -
dedicated to the preservation and continuing enjoyment of the Marque. 
Membership is open to all who appreciate automobiles bearing the 
Triumph name. In addition to monthly meetings, the club sponsors rallyes, 
shows, road tours, technical seminars, and social events. 

Visit our website at: www.TexasTriumphRegister.org 

National Affiliations 

The Texas Triumph Register is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph 
Register (VTR)/ Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all 
drivers of Triumph motorcars; an area center for the Triumph Register of 
America, exclusively for TR-2 through TR-4A automobiles; and a 
chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and 
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 automobiles. 

Membership in these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their 
websites at: 

www.vtr.org 
 www.triumphregister.com  
www.6-pack.org  

Newsletter 

The Bluebonnet is published monthly for TTR members. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles, photographs, or other items of interest. TTR 
neither endorses nor warrants any product or service advertised herein. 

The information contained in this newsletter is for educational and informative 
purposes only. TTR assumes no responsibility for the correctness or safety of 
the procedures; the reader assumes liability for any risk, both personal and 
financial, in connection with the repairs or modifications outlined in the 
articles. 

Working on cars can be hazardous if done incorrectly or without the proper 
safety precautions. The consequences of some mistakes can be 
dangerous. TTR suggests that you consult an automotive professional 
before attempting any repair or modification with which you are unfamiliar or 
inexperienced. 
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From the President … 

It’s not just Halloween that makes this time of year scary…it’s trying to figure out 

where the year has gone!  Starbucks is getting its pumpkin spice lattés ready, the 

department stores are already into their second month of telling us we need to think 

about shopping for Christmas presents, and those of us in Houston have finally seen a 

few days where we’ve gone from A/C to heat (and back) in the same 24 hour period.  

Finally, the weather in Houston is mild enough to drop those tops, without fear of 

melting in the sun.  It’s a perfect time to drive your Triumph! 

 

Things usually get busy during the TTR fall schedule.  

I must start out by thanking the Hill country Triumph 

Club for the excellent job in putting on the 2019 VTR 

Nationals in Dripping Springs.  We had a large 

presence of TTR folks at the Nationals, including some 

first-timers.  It was great seeing a lot of folks we 

know from different clubs throughout the state and 

the U.S. A challenging Gimmick Rally, tricky 

Autocross, and an impressive Concours were just part 

of the activities everyone had a chance to enjoy.  A 

number of awards were taken home by our members in 

the various classes of cars, the driving events and the 

arts and crafts competition.  We can all be proud to 

know that a TTR family, Ken and Sherri Wasilewski, 

won Best in Show, with their beautifully restored 

1957 TR3.  I’m glad to report that the mechanical 

problems were minimal, and a great time was had by 

all. 

 

Closer to home, following the Nationals, we held our 

October meeting at the home (and garage-mahal) of 

our Bluebonnet editor, James Moore.  My thanks to 

James for his willingness to host the club, and for his 

wonderful hospitality.  After admiring the many cars 

and projects in his garage, we conducted our monthly 

business meeting.  Amidst the various updates on all 

things TTR, we were honored to have Mike Gentry, 

Chairman of the Houston MG Club in attendance, and 

presenting yours truly with a donation for the Russ 

Seto Memorial Scholarship.  For the second year since 

the passing of Russ, the Houston MG Club has donated 

the profits of their annual British Motor Expo to this 

scholarship.  We greatly appreciate the generosity of 

our MG brothers and sisters for donating to this 

worthwhile cause.  This scholarship will continue to 

help students as they pursue careers in the 

automotive repair field, keeping cars on the road for 

years to come, and honoring our late friend, Russ. 

 

As November begins, we look forward to a number of 

upcoming events.  Though it centers on the competition 

of two lesser cars, I am going to get a TTR Night of 

Movies set up for the upcoming “Ford versus Ferrari” 

movie.  Mike and Sallie Rouse are putting the final 

touches on the annual “Falling Leaves” (or is that Falling 

Peppers) tour, as we plan to head East to Louisiana’s 

Avery Island, and sample some spicy concoctions from 

the Tabasco company.  We have a first-time meeting 

host in Tim Maxwell, so please come out and attend the 

November monthly meeting.  Finally, TTR will be 

attending, and displaying cars at, the annual Houston 

Autorama at the George R. Brown Convention Center, 

during Thanksgiving week.  There may be a few slots 

left for volunteers to man the booth and answer 

questions about the club and our LBCs, and we certainly 

won’t turn down any requests to help with the setup and 

tear-down of the display.  Come out and see some great 

classic and hotrod cars as you let those big turkey 

meals digest! 

 

As the holidays approach, we all take stock in the family 

and friends we hold so dear.  TTR is a second family for 

us.  We give thanks for the friendship and fun we share.  

Come out and enjoy the events that are planned.  It’s a 

perfect time, so enjoy your Triumphs – we do! 

 



Autocross Action   

☐5 
 

 November, 2019 Tales of a Wandering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 

Pete Postma has more personality, patience and perseverance 

with his new TR6 purchase than most. 

I had a scheduled visit with Pete to look at his self-dimming 

headlights. Actually, his issue was more of a 'not-at-all-working- 

headlights', sometimes, than 'self-dimming'. But sometimes 

they worked fine. Sometimes they didn't turn on when 

prompted with the switch, and sometimes they turned 

themselves off. I find these issues most challenging because 

they tend to work fine when I'm poking around, but as soon as I 

leave, the Prince of Darkness returns. I was looking forward to the challenge and possibly trying 

something to ward off the darkness. 

Before I arrived at Pete's, Pete texted that his head lights would have to wait. He had a more 

urgent issue arise. While driving to breakfast, his TR6 stopped running. No spiting, sputtering, or 

coughing -just plain stopped running. He coasted down the freeway and found a tow truck driver to 

bring the car home. 

As the picture clearly shows, his coil also has a sense of humor. It is smiling at Pete, as Pete is 

smiling at it. I've never seen an actual dead coil before, let alone a flame thrower, so I decided to 

see if there were any flames left inside the cracked case. No user serviceable parts are available 

for inside the coil. Aside from some wire, paper, cotton, metal and ceramic, it is filled with 

carcinogenic oil -so if you are still in your child bearing years (or worried about catching cancer), do 

not take apart a coil. It took a hack saw to remove the folded lip of the case before the insides 

would come out. By the time I found the issue (the broken wire on the primary coil), there was no 

chance this coil would ever throw another flame. Besides, Pete has an electronic (Petronix) ignition 

with the ballasted wire bypassed, he should be using a 3-ohm coil, not a 1.5-ohm coil. 

It's not unusual to be side-tracked while working on any given Triumph issue. So, while we were 

replacing the defunct coil and disintegrating fan belt, connecting the absent grounds on the head 

lights and repairing the damaged wire near the horn relay, I found the horn relay wasn't working. 

I'm not prone to throw away something that can be taken apart and broken more (see photo). But 

this 12v  'Made in England', Lucas 6RA relay was built the 18th week of 1974 and has been blowing a 

pair of horns semi-reliably for a very long time. It takes little effort to bend open the case. It took 

less effort for water to penetrate the paper gasket, and corrode the rivet holding the wire that 

electrically connects the coil. The wire became isolated (broken free) from the rivet. It took about 

188 degrees of heat to melt fresh solder onto the wire and rivet. This relay now functions as good 

as new, but Pete has a modern SPST 40A relay working his horns. 

When Pete found himself in his non-running TR6, drifting down the feeder of highway 290 (with 

self-dimming headlights and non-working horns), he had a thought. He didn't consider how it could 

be worse (or if it was about to start raining). Pete said to himself 'at least it's not on fire'. 
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Upper Left – Pete smiling at his dead coil. 

Upper Right – Pete’s coil smiling back at him. 

Middle Left – Coil taken apart, or Jerry’s own 

version of a toxic waste dump? 

Lower Left – Visible Horn Relay. 

Lower Right – Horn relay. 

Optimism Triumphs. 

Jer 
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 November, 2019 2019 VTR National Convention – John Hanten 

 

The 2019 VTR National Convention was held in Dripping Springs, 

TX, from October 6 – 11, 2019. The event was hosted by the 

Hill Country Triumph Club of Austin, TX.  The club is thirty 

years old with ~ 115 members, and has hosted numerous VTR 

Southwest Regional conventions.  The host hotel was the 

Holiday Inn Express in Dripping Springs, TX, a relatively new 

facility located near W. Hwy 290.  The facility was fully booked 

for the convention so there were additional overflow hotels as 

well as B&B facilities used by some of the attendees.   

 

The featured marque for the event was the TR6, celebrating 

50 years since the launch of that 8-year model.  There were ~ 

165 registered cars, and a final banquet attendance of about 

240 people. There was good representation from across the 

United States, with attendees from 26 states. 

 

Dripping Springs is a small-town west of Austin on Hwy 290 with 

a population of about 3,100.  The town motto is “Gateway to the 

Hill Country” which is an apt description after participating in 

driving events over the multi-day event.  The Hill Country Club 

frequently uses Dripping Springs as a rally point for their club 

runs on the back roads. 

 

Given the close proximity to the Houston area, there was strong 

participation by TTR club members.  There were an estimated 

35 members at the final awards banquet, with additional club 

members attending for parts of the convention, particularly the 

concours event on Wednesday morning. 

 

Many of the club attendees headed up to the event on Sunday, 

October 6, in two caravans.  A large group headed by Mike 

Rouse headed out from Buc-ee’s on Hwy 290, while a smaller 

group headed out from the Katy area.  The larger group 

motored through Bastrop where an additional two cars joined 

the caravan.  Both groups arrived at the event hotel by early 

afternoon with an 

opportunity to join a 

local brewery tour 

already underway, or 

unpack, relax, and 

explore the local area.  

There were no 

scheduled events for 

Sunday evening other 

Colorful caravan to Dripping Springs Event hotel 



Autocross Action   

☐8 
 

 November, 2019 2019 VTR National Convention 

than recommendations for local restaurants. 

 

Monday 

 

The driving events got underway on Monday, with a Breakfast 

Run beginning at 7:00, followed by the Gimmick Rallye starting 

at 9:30. 

 

The breakfast run began before sunrise, and travelled about 

15 miles along back roads, arriving at the destination 

restaurant after sunrise.  There were dozens of Triumph’s 

participating, with interesting sights and sounds as the group 

assembled for the pre-dawn departure. 

 

The Gimmick Rallye was about 100 miles long, with 68 

questions along the way along with two tie-breaker questions 

at the end.  The clues were straightforward, but often 

separated by several miles causing some participants to 

wonder if they were lost, or had missed a clue.  The route 

covered quiet back roads, some very remote with cattle 

guards (16 total….one of the bonus questions), and low water 

crossings.    

 

Answers to two of the questions 

are shown in the two photos. 

 

Q60 – How many bullet holes in 

the Brahmans sign? 

 

Q62 - If you were a lightning bug 

you could sleep in the silo here 

 

Tuesday evening was the Welcome 

Reception located at the Deep 

Eddy Vodka facility, a few miles 

from the hotel.  Shuttles were 

available from the hotel to allow 

attendees freedom to imbibe at the event.  The event 

featured free wine and beer, and a cash bar for Deep 

Eddy vodka drinks.  There were heavy hors d’ oeuvres 

served by waiters, as well as a buffet featuring 

brisket or portabella mushroom tacos. In the large 

downstairs room there was music provided by Big 

Cedar Fever, a country / cowboy band trio.  The event 

ended at 9:00 with shuttles available back to the 

hotels. 

Event Schedule 
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Tuesday  

 

Tuesday was the second day of driving events, and again 

got off to an early start with a breakfast run to 

Wimberley, TX.  The cars again rallied in the pre-dawn 

darkness at 7:00, and headed out for a 20 mile (33 minute) 

run to the Wimberley Café.  Although there was a large 

group, the restaurant was prepared so the service was 

swift, the food was good, and it was an opportunity to meet 

convention participants from different parts of the 

country. 

 

The longer driving event of the day was the Guadalupe River 

Time-Speed-Distance (TSD) rally.  The format was 

different from other TSD rallies I have seen, and was 

simple enough that it could be replicated by any club that 

wanted to host an event of this type.   

 

Drivers were given their first instruction set at the hotel, 

and were free to depart whenever they chose, being careful 

to write down their starting time and mileage.  The first 

route covered about 60 miles of back roads with well-

defined turn instructions (but no mileage), and the average 

speed to maintain for each leg.  At the end of the first 

instruction set was the calibration checkpoint with the 

reference mileage and route time to see how well your 

mileage and times matched the reference.  The calibration 

checkpoint was in scenic Gruene, TX, a well-known tourist 

town and good spot for lunch. 

 

Participants were then given a second set 

of driving instructions consisting of a 

roundabout route back to the hotel, 

including the scenic Guadalupe River drive.  

Again, turn information was provided (but 

no mileage) as well as average speed to 

maintain.  Back at the hotel, participants 

filled in their distance travelled, and 

elapsed time for the return route.  The 

participant’s mileage and times were 

scored based on deviation from the 

reference mileage and times of the rally-

master.  The winning participant had less 

than a 1% deviation over the 50-mile course. 

Convention participants that did not want to participate in the TSD Rally could elect to go on a 

Wine Tour, stopping at local wineries and including lunch.  

Gruene Mansion Inn B&B 

Scenic back roads for the rally 

Breakfast at Wimberley Cafe 
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Wednesday  

 

Wednesday was a busy event day with another breakfast run, the Concours Show from late morning 

to early afternoon, and the Funkhana Event in late afternoon. 

The Concours Show was held on Mercer Street in old Dripping Springs, about a mile from the hotel.  

The street was blocked-off to vehicle traffic to allow parking of the show cars on both sides of the 

street for several blocks, grouped by class to facilitate judging. 

Scenes from the Concours Event 
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Funkhana 

 

The Funkhana event was held in the afternoon in a parking square adjacent to the concours event.  

The theme for the Funkhana was “Red Neck Mother”, and consisted of six special driving maneuvers 

that were tied to the spelling of MOTHER.    

 

  

Photos from the Concours and Funkhana Events 
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M – Mudflaps – reverse into location, passenger get out and attach mud flaps to the car  

O – Oil – drive to next stop, rub Vitalis oil onto a wig on a stand 

T – Thunderbird Wine – back up, pour a shot of Thunderbird into a glass, and dump it out 

H – Haggard – drive forward to Boom Box, push “Play” to start Merle Haggard song 

E – Eggs – retrieve and deposit six eggs on traffic cones 

R – Redneck – Shout “Redneck” when crossing the finish line. 

 

Overall, this was a fun event on a tight course with lots of enthusiasm by the course workers and 

bystanders. 

 

Thursday 

 

Thursday was another busy event day beginning 

with a breakfast drive, the Autocross event, and 

another opportunity for the TSD Rally for 

entrants that weren’t able to participate on 

Tuesday. 

 

The Autocross venue was the parking lot on the 

north side of Barton Creek Mall on Loop 360 in 

Austin.  A map of the course layout is shown at 

right, which was a tight elongated oval course, 

with lots of tight turns and a slalom section near 

the finish line.  Many of the drivers who 

commented on the relative simplicity of the 

course were rewarded with multiple DNF’s as 

they were unable to properly navigate the tight 

turns. 

 

The weather was partly cloudy, but extremely windy…..so much so that the timing equipment kept 

blowing over resulting in frustrating re-runs or incorrect times.  The Autocross workers finally 

      Autocross course layout 
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resorted to a manual timing process using signals 

and a stopwatch. There were a total of three 

heats with about thirty participants. 

 

Award Banquet 

 

The awards banquet was held at Canyonwood 

Ridge, a large event and wedding venue a short 

distance from the event hotel. There were 

shuttle busses from both hotels that offered a 

convenient and safe alternative to driving after 

the event. 

 

Before the dinner there was the pre-banquet 

happy hour featuring served hors d’oeuvres and 

a cash bar.  The Silent Auctions items were 

moved to the venue to allow last-minute bidding 

on the items, and to facilitate the winners taking 

possession of their items. 

 

There were about 240 attendees at the event, 

seated in groups of ten, with TTR members 

providing a splash of red across multiple tables. 

 

The food was served buffet style, with four 

parallel serving lines enabling rapid food 

distribution, with participants having an option to 

select beef or sliced turkey for the primary 

entrée.  A southern dessert of apple or cherry 

cobbler and vanilla ice-cream rounded out the 

dinner.  

 

 

      Dusty putting on a clinic…         Mike Hado at speed in his TR3B 

  Tere Jeffries ….interesting rear camber 

  TTR Participants at pre-banquet social 
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TTR Awards 

 

Overall, the TTR members did well at the 

event, with strong showings by many 

attending TTR members in multiple events.  

Here’s a listing of the TTR Awards in the 

order they were presented.  

 

Funkhana – no TTR awards 

 

Gimmick Rallye 

 

• 3rd Place – Nancy Money (Driver) and John Hanten (Navigator) 

 

Craft 

 

• 1st Place – Nancy Money and John Hanten – Triumph themed kinetic art sculpture 

2019 VTR National Convention 

  Panoramic photo of the award banquet setup 

  One of the TTR Tables Another TTR Table – lots of red shirts 
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Autocross 

 

• Don Brown – 2nd Place  Stock 2/3/4 class 

• John Hanten - 2nd Place – Stock TR6 class 

• Clark McKinley – 1st Place – Modified 2/3/4 class 

• Sam Jeffries – 2nd Place – Modified Early Spitfire class 

• Jeff Jeffries – 1st Place – Modified Early Spitfire class 

• Dusty Nicholson – 1st Place – Prepared class 

• Melissa Farrell – 1st Place – Ladies Stock L4 class 

• Tere Jeffries – 2nd  Place – Ladies Stock L4 class 

• Louise Carter – 1st Place – LM (Ladies Modified ) class 

• Dusty Nicholson – Autocross Fastest Time of Day  (by ~ 

5 second margin) 

 

Concours Awards 

 

Participant’s Choice Category 

 

• Randy and Val DeRuiter – 1st Place – TR4-4A 

 

Concours Scored Category 

 

• Ken Wasilewski – 1st Place – TR3 class 

• Jerry Gruss – 1st Place – Early TR3A class 

• Mike Hado – 1st Place – TR3B class 

• Tim Maxwell – 3rd Place – Late TR6 class 

• Richard Dicks – 2nd Place – TR8 class 

• Sam Jeffries – 3rd Place – Early Spitfire class 

• Tere Jeffries – 2nd Place – Early Spitfire class 

• Kenny Daves – 1st Place – Early Spitfire class 

• John and Liz Reynolds – 1st Place – Spitfire 1500 / MK 

IV class 

 

Preservation / Senior Class Awards  (all of the 

Preservation Class cars have won at least two first-place 

class awards at a VTR National event, and achieved a 

concours score of 365 or higher at this event) 

 

• Melissa and Jim Farrell – Preservation Class Award – 

TR3B 

• Louise Carter and Dusty Nicholson – Preservation 

Class Award – Modified TR6 

• Len and Marti Myers – Preservation Class Award – 

TR3A 

2019 VTR National Convention 

Dusty – Autocross Fastest Time of Day 

Ken Wasilewski – Concours Best of Show 

Best of Show – TR3 
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• Nancy Money and John Hanten – Preservation Class Award – Late TR6 

• Randy and Valerie DeRuiter - Preservation Class Award – TR3A 

 

Best of Show (Scored Concours) 

 

• Ken Wasilewski – 1957 Beige TR3 

 

Special Awards 
 

Charles Macartney Daily Driver Award 

 

Charles Macartney worked for years at Standard-Triumph Motor Company as a Service 

Manager, Chief Inspector, Works Manager, and Quality Engineer. He often said that the 

engineers, designers and line workers in the plant always did their jobs with one primary 

intention – to produce cars which would be driven and enjoyed by those driving them.  The 

first Daily Driver Award was given at the 2003 VTR National Convention. 

 

The award goes to the car appearing at the VTR National which most typifies a well-cared 

for and much loved Triumph “daily driver” with emphasis being on regular use, rather than 

perfection or conformation to original standards.   

 

• Franz Bachmanm – TTR member now living in Crestview, FL. 

2019 VTR National Convention 
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30 Awards Total for TTR – Well Done! 

 

2019 VTR National Convention 
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One of the final announcements at the annual banquet is the location of the VTR National Event for 

the next year.  Next year the event will be hosted by the Illinois Sports Owners Association from 

August 31 – September 4, 2020, in Galena, IL.  The venue will be at the Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, a 

destination resort featuring golf, tennis, boating, and fishing.  The event website is now live at 

VTR2020.org, with available information and registration information. 

 

Overall 

 

The Hill Country Triumph Club should be congratulated for hosting a well planned and executed VTR 

National Event.  The venue was outstanding, the schedule was excellent allowing drivers to 

participate in all driving events, and the weather cooperated over the four day period.  As always, 

there was a core group of VTR attendees that participate in these events wherever they are 

located.  For them it is an annual reunion of sorts.....”come for the cars, come back for the people”.  

 

 

Story by: John Hanten 

Photos by: John Hanten, Nancy Money, Fred 

Wagner, Shawn Frank   

 
 

 

 

  

2019 VTR National Convention 
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On Sunday, October 27, an extra-curricular TTR event took place.  I had purchased a lift for our new 

garage and needed many able-bodied members to help put it together and to make it operational.  

Several experienced lift-erecting members volunteered to help. Here are several pictures showing 

the process. David Bryant was made the manager and group leader by acclamation. David has now 

helped to assemble four of these lifts and his experience and attention to detail is invaluable to the 

process. Several others have helped to assemble these lifts in the past and the rest of us watched, 

learned and helped where we could. 

 

After I ordered the lift from a company in Ft. Worth, it was delivered the next day to a freight 

warehouse in Houston. Jeff and I picked it up using his ex-Army Duce and a Half. (I think the front 

bumper and winch weighs more than our Triumphs). The first step was breaking down the packaging 

and removing some of the lift parts, as packaged the lift weighed about 1,800 pounds. David did some 

preliminary assembly and set up the mechanism while the lift was still as packaged and on the truck 

bed. Then probably the hardest part was removing the lift from the truck, and it took all hands to 

get the major parts off the truck and onto the floor of the garage. This was done successfully and 

without any injuries. The parts were then arranged, and even some directions were read and followed, 

as the parts were attached to each other. After a couple of donut/coffee breaks and lunch, the lift 

was together and successfully tested.  The accompanying photos show some of the process. 

 

Thanks to David Bryant, Dave Smith, Mike Hado, Mike Rouse, John Barrett, John Blum, Jerry Gruss, 

Clem Haddad, Andreas Zimmer, Jeff Myers and Marti, who assembled and served the lunch. 

 

This would have been an almost impossible task without the help and input of these members. This 

project reinforces what is so good about TTR. When a member needs help, there is always someone 

who says yes and can also offer knowledge and experience in solving the problem. 

  

Garage Lift Installation – Len Myers 
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Photos: Len Myers & 

Mike Hado 

 

 

  

Garage Lift Installation  
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The meeting was held on Saturday, October 12, 2019 at the home of James Moore, and was called 

to order at 3:00 by TTR President Fred Wagner.   Fred thanked James for hosting the meeting.  

There were 41 members present including in-person and proxy attendance, constituting a quorum 

for club business.  

 

President’s Update – Fred Wagner 

 

• Fred – National VTR Highlights - Most of us just got back from Nationals, with 35-36 

people attending, most for the full event. John Hanten provided a recap of the awards 

received by TTR Members at the VTR Nationals.  The complete list is documented in the 

November Bluebonnet. 
 

• Fred – introduced Mike Gentry, President of the Houston MG Club which hosted the 

Houston All British Car Day event a few weeks earlier.  Mike provided a recap of the event, 

and presented a check for $600 to TTR for the Russ Seto Memorial Scholarship fund from 

the event net proceeds. 
 

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from last meeting as published in the 

Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership report - Mike Hado -  currently have 185 families that have renewed, three more than 

last month.  There are new couples from Galveston, Seabrook, and Spring, TX.   

 

Treasurers Report – no report this month as Treasurer Patsy Papp could not attend due to health 

issues.  Fred asked the club to join him in wishing her a speedy recovery.   
  

Regalia – John Wakefield – reported that everything is in stock, and merchandise is available on the 

website and he has some available at the meeting today. 

 

Special Events – Mike Rouse   

 

• November Falling Leaves Tour - Nov 15 - 17.  If you haven’t reserved a hotel room you still 

have time, but do it quickly.  Lunch on Friday will be at T-Boy’s and participants will select 

their menu item before we arrive so it can be called in advance.  After Falling Leaves Mike 

will start working on the Polar Bear Run. 
 

IT Support – no report.  Contact Bob Pennington via email if there are any pressing IT needs. 

 

New Business: 

 

• Movie Night – Fred - will make arrangements for a movie event “Ford vs. Ferrari” and will 

send notice to TTR members about the time, logistics, and payment details. 

 

• Christmas Party – reservations have been made for Saturday, December 7 at Truluck’s for 

a mid-day event.  There will be a choice of three different entrees plus dessert.  The 

restaurant will provide some decorating.  The meal price is $52, and the club will subsidize 
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half of that amount.  There will also be the annual gift exchange and festivities of previous 

years, and donations of toys for needy children. 

 

• Next Meeting – will be at hosted by Tim Maxwell in Richmond, TX, on the second Saturday 

in November.  There is no December meeting in lieu of the Christmas Party.  Fred passed 

around the sign-up sheet for meeting volunteer hosts for 2020. 

 

• Video Library – John Hanten reminded members of the TTR Video Library, and the 

procedures for checking out the DVDs for viewing. 

 

• AutoRama - Dave Smith - have four cars signed up and need two more today; the quota was 

immediately filled at the meeting.  There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers for set-up, tear-

down, and staffing of the booth.  Set-up is on the 27th, the first show date is Thanksgiving 

Day, the 28th, and tear-down activity is on Sunday afternoon. 

 
• Free TR6 Parts – Mike Hado – advised that TTR member Bob Pindell is now in an assisted 

living facility, and his wife has sold his TR6.  Bob’s spare TR6 parts were offered to the 

club, and Mike Hado picked them up and brought them to the meeting where they are 

available free to TTR members to put to use. 

 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:42.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten  

 

 

Monthly Meetings Scheduled:  
 

• November – Tim Maxwell 

• December – Christmas Party 

2020 

• January – Shu-Lien & John Baguley 

• February – Nancy Money & John Hanten 

• March – Sharon & Eric Schumann 

• April – Marti & Len Myers (at their home in town) 

• May – Sallie & Mike Rouse 

• June – Open 

• July – Open 

• August – Open 

• September – Open 

• October - Prudence & Jerry Gruss 

• November – Open 

• December – Christmas Party 

 

 

 

 

 

TTR Meeting Minutes for October 
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Meeting Highlights - October 

 

               HOST – JAMES MOORE 
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Photos: Fred Wagner  

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

   

   

  

  

  

   

   

     

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

Meeting Highlights - October

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Meeting Highlights - October

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Meeting Highlights - October

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Meeting Highlights - October

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Meeting Highlights - October

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Saturday, November 9, 2019 

 

Tim Maxwell’s House 

4307 Empress Lane,  

Richmond, TX 77406 

713-594-4326 

 

Greeting:    2:00 pm 

Meeting:     3:00 pm  

 

Yack & Snack starts at 2 pm & the Meeting starts at 3 pm. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

  

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting   
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Photos: Fred Wagner 

& Shane Richolson 

New Members: 

Rod Leger, Houston, TX – 1976 Blue TR6 

Wendy Kothmann & Jim Stock, Seabrook, TX – 1976 Red 

TR6 

Annie & Buck Willis, Galveston, TX – 1964 Red TR4 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Member News – Mike Hado 

TTR Birthdays for November: 

 
Prudence Gruss 2 

Pete Wiggin 2 

Robert Pindell 3 

Mike Woodward 4 

Libby Beckenbaugh 6 

Bill Parker (Katy) 6 

Nena Smith 6 

John Waters 7 

Marti Myers 8 

Dave Steitz 8 

Collene Zuchowski 10 

Christopher Born 12 

John Barrett 14 

Claudia Hutchinson 14 

Scott Papp 17 

Liz Reynolds 17 

Mark Bolleter 20 

Mark Elliott 22 

Michael Gruy 22 

Danielle Durie 23 

Lisa Umbach 26 

Linda Goodman 27 

David Switzer 30 
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Photos: Fred Wagner, John Baguley & John Barrett 

Locations: John Barrett & Sam Jeffries 

 NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events: 

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/ We meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for 

coffee & usually eat B’fast at around 8:00 am. 

 

Car viewing after B’fast 

 

November   2 Clementine’s Restaurant, 6448 FM 1960 West, Houston, TX 77069, 

281-440-5310. 

 

November   9 Le Peep, 5750 Woodway STE 162, Houston, TX 77057, 713-780-

7337. 

 

November   9 November Monthly Meeting, Tim Maxwell’s House. 4307 Empress LN, 

Richmond, TX 77406, 713-594-4326. 

 

November  15 2019 Falling Leaves Tour – see flyer in this issue for more detail. 

 

November  16 Harris County Smokehouse (Tomball), 14243 FM 2920 Road, Tomball, 

TX 77377, 281-351-4060. 

 

November  23 Red Oak Café, 6011 W Main Street, League City, TX 77573, 832-

905-3150. 

 

November  30 Black Bear Diner, 24600 Katy Freeway Suite 900, Katy, TX 77494, 

281-574-7902. 

 

December   7 9er’s Grill Sugar Land, 5870 New Territory, Sugar Land, TX 77479, 

281-491-0515. 

 

December   7 TTR Christmas Party at Truluck’s. Mid-day event with more details 

forthcoming. 5350 Westheimer Rd, Houston, TX 77056, 713-783-

7270. 

 

December  14 Barnaby’s, 1936 Fountain View Drive, Houston, TX 77057, 832-831-

8296. 

 

 

 
The Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club (TTBC) gathers around 7:30 a.m. and orders breakfast at 8:00 

a.m. Confirm breakfast location on the web or Meet Up before the event.   

 

 

TTR Club Calendar  
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club – Fred Wagner & John Barrett 
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Please note – if Fred is not in attendance 

& it looks like nobody is taking photos at 

breakfast, please take some shots of the 

restaurant sign, the cars & some people 

shots!! Send them to Fred, John or the 

Editor. We all like to see the events in 

the Bluebonnet, so please PARTICIPATE 

by taking some photos. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

    

   

 

  

  

 

   

    

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

  

  

     

 

   

  

  

 

 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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 2019 Falling Leaves Tour 
Touring Avery Island and New Iberia 

 
Iberia Parish in Louisiana has a lot to offer. On Saturday, of the Falling Leaves Tour, we plan on 

starting the day off at Avery Island. To tour the Tabasco factory, the cost will be $5 per person 

where you’ll learn about how the McIlhenny family began making Tabasco 150 years ago. 

 

Next, we will take a drive along sugar cane fields and will have lunch at Bon Creole. After lunch we 

will tour the Conrad Rice Mill, America’s oldest Rice Mill. 

The mill is adjacent to the Konriko Company Store, where 

you can browse through the collection of local foods, T-

shirts, and Cajun jellies. The cost for the tour is $3 per 

person. 

 

After the Rice Mill Tour, the rest of the day is your free 

time to check out Main Street of New Iberia. Attractions 

include Bayou Teche Museum, Shadow-on-the Teche 

plantation home, Books Along the Teche, the Cane River 

Pecan Co., plus many quaint shops. 

 

Later that evening our Saturday Night Dinner Drive will 

take us to the River Front Restaurant in Abbeville. 

 

 We hope you can join us on November 15 – 17 as we tour 

one of the spiciest, sweetest and most scenic spots in Louisiana. Currently there are three rooms 

left in the block of rooms reserved for TTR, the deadline to reserve a room is October 15th.  To 

reserve a room, call the Hampton Inn directly at 337-321-6700 and use the group code TEX. Also, 

the Hampton Inn is fully booked for that weekend except for the 3 rooms remaining in our reserved 

block.  

 

If you have questions or you are considering going please email Mike Rouse at mtrtrain@aol.com 

with your RSVP. 

 
 

 
 
  

2019 Falling Leaves Tour 

mailto:mtrtrain@aol.com
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Partial List of TTR Regalia  
 

Item $ 
Ladies Hats 12 
Gray TTR T-shirts 15 
Grille Badge  35 
Men’s Hats 15 
License Plate Frames 20 
Hat Pins     7.5 
Iron on Logo Patches    5 
TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master. 

   
See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are 

available through Lands End on-line purchase. 

 

 

 

 

   TTR Regalia 
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I usually pride myself on following through on my automotive design decisions once I’ve got the big 

picture in my mind. The black RX7 (aka, Pinata, the parts car) was originally going to be a candidate 

for an LS1 V8 installation, but got side-tracked when the Tuner shop in Oklahoma City, who built 

the ported, rotary engine convinced me that it would be a shame to put a V8 in an RX7. I went that 

path for a few years eventually getting ~400 rear wheeled horsepower (at 9 lbs of boost) out of a 

very mild tune on the engine. 

 

Spring forward to today and, after buying all the parts needed to put an LS1 in the RX7, I had an 

ephiphany – “it sure would be a shame to put a V8 in an RX7”. Ouch!  What happenened? 

 

As of late, the 3rd generation RX7 (known as the FD) has started to get attention from collectors 

due to how exotic of a vehicle it was in the 20th century. Aluminum body panels, aluminum suspension 

componants, a Wankel Rotary engine, sequential turbo-charging and a 2600 pound wet weight all 

make for an interesting vehicle. Arguably (to save me a lot of arguments with you lot!), it is a very 

exotic piece of machinery that will probably be the best of the breed when it comes to JDM cars 

running non-piston engines. I’m not one who usually gets swayed by the market, but I decided it 

would be a shame to gut the big turbo, intercoolers and Haltech computer out of the car when all it 

really needed was for me to finish the final 10% of the build, get the wiring sorted out and get a 

local Rotary shop to up the boost to 15 pounds and get me another 50 horses. 2600 pound cars with 

over 400 horsepower should be interesting, even without a V8. 

 

I’ve now got the RX7 up on my QuickJacks and have started cleaning up the wiring and interior on 

it. I still need to get it over to Ben so he can paint the OE Door I bought from a member of the 

Houston RX7 club. The rotary doesn’t quite sound soulful like a well tuned Triumph does, but it has 

a unique sound of its own, and is a heck of a lot faster, handles better and has AC to boot. What’s 

not to like? Plus, it’s got a similar reputation for reliability that our Triumphs have, so I’m not 

straying too far from our LBC roots. 

 

I volunteered (at least I think I did!) to enter the TR250 into the upcoming O’Reilly Autorama, so I 

need to get the hardtop installed on it now that my orders to the Roadster Factory & Rimmer Bros. 

for mounting hardware have finally arrived. It’s been a bit of a garage Queen since I finished the 

build about a year ago, so (hopefully) I’ll get any warranty issues resolved, and out on the road this 

coming year. Several of you have been trying to hold me accountable for the same statement that I 

made last year, so stay posted to see how 2020 looks for getting the 250 on the road. 

 

John Reynolds came over for an afternoon of sandblasting, sanding and painting of parts for his 

TR3 restoration. He’s chomping at the bit to get that car back on the road. It’s going to be a 

beautiful car when finished and John will have it out on the road driving as soon as he can versus 

the cars yours truly restores. He’s a good example for me, if I choose to follow. We’ll see. 

 

I thought I’d finished up all the work on the Honda Blackbird motorcycle this month. All the fuel 

injection issues are resolved, it has a new chain and it’s back together. I took it out for a spin and 

quickly remembered why I fell in love with it back in 1999. It’s got 150 hp and 83 foot lbs of torque 

and is sooooo smooth. Unfortunately, the rear calipers are sticking, so I’ve got to clear up that 

issue before it’s totally back on the road. My local Honda dealer had the parts I needed in stock ( a 

Exhaust Fumes  



Autocross Action   

☐40 
 

 November, 2019 

shocker for me after dealing with Triumphs, RX7s and Datsun 240Zs!), so now I just need to get 

that work into the garage rotation. 

 

My original condition, low mileage, 3rd generation RX7 has doubled in price since I bought it 8 years 

ago. A very unexpected turn of events for me as I’m certainly not a car investor; I’m more a buyer 

than a seller, as my friends will tell you. It’s got a couple of things that need attention, not 

surprising for a car that’s 26 years old this year. The interior is perfect, other than some leather 

wear on the driver’s side bolster. After spending the morning reviewing YouTube videos on restoring 

leather, I now know how to clean and touch-up leather to make it look new again. What could go 

wrong, right!? I bought some tan leather dye from a compony named Seat Doctors, an Auto Interior 

First Aid kit. They needed the VIN for my car in order to match the dye to the Mazda tan. It looks 

very close, so – hopefully – I’ll have a chance to repair the seat in the RX7 this coming month. 

 

Having 3 Rotary RX7s in my fleet, I finally bought a Rotory compression testor in order to check on 

the health of my engines. Testing compression on a normal piston engine is a whole lot easier than on 

a Rotory, and as I’m a bit of a tool junky, I figured I needed to have a new tool in the garage! I’ve 

noticed that all the RX7s sold on Bring a Trailer have had videos showing the results of compression 

tests on their engines, so figured I’d like to know the health of the engine on my green 3rd 

generation and the gold 2nd generation I’ve owned since it was new. Here’s hoping for some good 

news on those two. 

 

Hal Sharp has asked for some help on installing Richard Good’s Nissan R200 differential kit and CV 

axles on his beautiful TR6. Mike Rouse, Karl Rettenmaier, Jerry Gruss and I have added his car to 

our calendars for December the 3rd. If anyone in the club has an interest in working with us, in my 

garage, on installing the kit, let Hal or me know of your interest. I’ve done 4 or 5 installs of 

Richard’s product in the past and think it’s a very well thought-out kit that really makes for a 

quieter and safer rear-end on our Triumphs. 

 

My Chevy Trailblazer SS is almost ready to hit 70K, so it’s time to redo the suspension a bit, plus 

the air bag leveling system has started to leak a bit now that it’s 12 years old. There’s a really nice 

forum for the Trailblazer SS, so finding opinions on upgrading the Trailblazer SS was quite easy. It 

was quite a special vehicle from GM with an LS2 V8 and brakes from the C5 Corvette, and it is a 5 

second 0-60 vehicle that handles much better than its weight and shape would let you think. It was 

sold as the Corvette for the family man, and GM only sold it from 2006 through 2009.  I’m going to 

remove the airbag suspension and lower it a bit, upgrade the control arms, panhard bar, suspension 

bushings, shocks, plus upgrade the brakes with slotted calipers, stainless steel brake lines and more 

capable brake pads.  All the parts are now starting to arrive, so hopefully the vehicle will get 

lowered and be back on the road before year-end. 

 

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! 

 

 

 
    
 

Exhaust Fumes  
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Upper Left – Chevy Trailblazer SS ready for new 

suspension, a new altitude & brakes. 

Middle Left – The black RX7 up on the lift so I can 

get the wiring sorted and the interior back 

together. 

Lower Left – Seat Doctors leather dye for the 

green RX7 seats. 

Lower Right – New Rotary Compression Tester. 

Always love new tools in the garage!! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
  

Exhaust Fumes 
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Upper Left – Blackbird is back on the road! 

Lower Left – John Reynolds sandblasting TR3 

parts for his restoration. 

Middle Right – Getting the wiring & interior sorted 

on the black RX7. 

Lower Right – The Trailblazer suspension & brake 

parts are coming in! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
   

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
  

Exhaust Fumes  



Autocross Action   

☐43 
 

 November, 2019 

TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly membership meetings on the 
2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we have our annual Christmas Party).  For more 
information, contact Mike Hado (281.807.4780).  
 
 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:     New Membership       Renewal  Update 

 
Member’s Name:      
     
Birthday (month/day)           /      

 
Spouse’s Name:      
    
Birthday (month/day):             /                       

 
  Street (or Mailing) Address: 

 
  City:       State: _____  Zip: 

 
  Home Phone:               Work phone:       Cell: 
 

  E-mail Address: 

Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please 
tell us about them:  
 

 

 Year Model Commission No. Color Condition* 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 
 

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 
 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph 
Register, P.O. Box 40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled 
check is your receipt.  –or-- 
 
On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 
http://www.texastriumphregister.org/ 
 
 
 

 

TTR Membership Form 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourselve(s) and your 

Triumph(s).   

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/

