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MVT Officers  
President: Stan Seto, 513-683-7974 
Vice President: Randy Wakefield,  
                                   937-367-4993 
Secretary: Phil Daye, 513-360-7262 
Treasurer: Carolyn Daye,  

              513-360-7262 
Membership: Mike McKitrick  937-
429-5331 
Events: Bruce Clough, 

 937-376-9946 
 
Please send comments/suggestions to: 

news@miamivalleytriumphs.org 
or to the P. O. Box. 

 
Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 20th. 

Obligatory Disclaimer 
"The Marque" is the official publication of the 
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, 
Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the 
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers 
or members of the club. Technical data is 
provided for information only and no liability is 
assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety. 
Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of 
the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center 
of the Triumph Register of America. Membership 
is $20 yearly and is usually paid in May. Non-
renewing members are deleted  from the mailing 
list. Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at Fuddruckers Restaurant on Kingsbridge 
Drive, behind the Dayton Mall, unless otherwise 
noted in the "Marque". General membership 
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner 
starting at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting. Anyone 
interested is most heartily invited to attend. 
Triumph car ownership is not required. 



 

The President’s Comments,  
 
Since last I saw you all in a meeting, 
I’ve spent a week in Athens, Greece, a 
week in Warsaw, Poland, attended TRA 
and spent two days in Vancouver, Brit. 
Columbia. During the overseas trips I 
did get some time to sightsee, took about 
six hundred pictures and will bring some 
to the July meeting on the 2nd.  
 
We have our third BCD Meeting on the 
26th of June. Registrations are coming in 
at a rate of about 2 – 4 a day, but I’ve 
really not had any time to sort them out 
and need to get busy on that. In addition, 
I will be bringing Volunteer sheets for 
BCD to the July meeting. This will be 
the only chance to cajole you all into 
helping as the BCD date is 02 August, 
and the August meeting will occur after 
that date. So start thinking about how 
you’re going to help the club with our 
PREMIER EVENT.  The needs are: 
    Parking the Cars 
    Registration 
    Scoring the Ballots 
    Helping in either Food Service or 
Cooking 
    Public Address Announcing 
    Distributing Tee Shirts 
    Clean-up, Clean-up, Clean-up after 
it is all over…. 
Rumor has it that after the event, the 
Ball’s may be opening their pool for a 
little get together and cooling off session 
to end the day.  
REMEMBER…..we are going to have a 
Donation Pot there to help support the 
Triumph Trans-America Charity Drive 
of 2009. Please bring a buck or two to 
show your support!! 
 
TRA at Huron, Ohio, in the shadow of 
Cedar Point Amusement Park had its 

moments, but unlike the two previous 
years, the drives themselves were not as 
interesting, although the places visited 
were very interesting. About fifty-five 
cars attended, but I think the registry list 
was slightly larger, in the sixties. One 
breakfast run was for coffee and 
doughnuts at a very scenic lake side 
park, but the other run was to a fairly 
decent meal. Huron, itself, had a number 
of very nice restaurants, and the Inn 
where we had the event was a large and 
very nice facility. The rooms were large 
and comfortable (for what little time we 
spent in them), large outdoor pool, 
smaller indoor pool and hot tub, tennis, 
golf, a marina, and the halls were 
actually quiet at night. The Auction was 
an absolute riot, and I think TRA made 
some bucks on that event (did I mention 
there’s beer at the back of the room?) 
The car show was held with the threat of 
rain, although it was actually completed 
before any significant rain fell, although 
plenty of rain fell later in the afternoon 
and evening. We had bad weather only 
that one day, so there was no complaint 
that I was aware of. There was a Photo 
rally, some sixty miles in length, thirty-
nine photos in no particular order. I ran 
it with Joel Rosen, TRA Treasurer. We 
did not place, but were close to the top. 
It was a route that showed us a lot of the 
country to the south and west of Huron, 
and we had great weather for this event. 
I got some pictures and so did the 
White’s.  
By the way, congratulate them, as they 
were the only car in the club to get a 
plaque, placing in the TR4-4A 
Participant’s Choice competition, 
Congratulations to Chuck and Chris. 
Others there were the Clough’s, and Paul 
Corcoran.   
I also got my carburetors back on the 
car, and am working to get the ‘3 



running. Will know if the distributor 
housing position is close to where it 
should be later this week. May have it all 
working in time for the July meeting, 
which I’m attending. 
 
    Thanks for listening,         Stan Seto 
 
 
The Vice President’s report 
 
 I was sure glad to see June come along! 
I was burnt out at the pace of school. It was more 
true at the end. I will tell you a trade secret. 
Teachers hate change. I usually thrive on it. But 
this year I was wearing several hats as they say. I 
did everything from janitorial mopping to 
Principal’s work. To say it honestly, I think 
those who attended the June meeting could tell I 
needed a break. So off to Indy I went hoping to 
change it all by attending the Good-Guys hot rod 
show. It rained cats and dogs. The event was 
called at eleven a.m. . Rj and I went racing at the 
local indoor go-cart raceway. That was the hi-lite 
of the trip sad to say. While the race crews were 
looking to see if their rigs were where they left 
them at IRP; Rj and I were similarly clad in race 
suits and helmets. It seems that he was clever 
enough to look for my shoes to see if was me 
messing with him. There was a real hot driver in 
our session. He was working his way up from 
the back. When he passed Rj, Rj thought it was 
me and did his best to tangle with him. When he 
passed me, I thought it was Rj. I was thinking 
about the ribbing that I was in for on the trip 
home. When we got back to the dressing room, 
we discussed it and determined that we had met 
on the track but neither of us knew it. I 
remember passing a guy where I was set up on 
the outside of a long sweeper. He drifted right 
across my nose just inches away and so I jerked 
the cart right and passed him on the right side 
instead. To get it done, I had a bunch of drift to 
the left where the other cart was. I was sure I 
was clearing him but left what I thought was 
racing room. Rj says.” So it was you who stuffed 
me into the wall!” oops. Heh heh. You the old 
saying. “Win if you can, lose if you must but 
always cheat”. I must confess that this old fart 
found it hard to stay upright in the cart at high 
speed in the long right hand sweeper . This turn 
had me hanging tightly onto the steering wheel 

and trying to steer and sit up at the same time. 
Weren’t those belts tight? Dang! ,I thought and I 
am not even breathing right. Puff suck puff sigh. 
Gosh. I guess I am getting too old for this stuff. 
Then again, I beat him by lapping him. Heh, heh. 
 Sorry guys and gals, but there are no 
pictures of any of this. We were in a rather bad 
mood to say the least. It cost me about $90 to do 
the travel in gas alone and I knew it was going to 
waste. I took my son to see the Indianapolis 
Speedway and Museum. In pouring rain, the 
Museum had to do.  
 The second event of my summer of 
rotten atmospheric luck, was to be the weekend 
of the 22nd. Kattie and I went to Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car course to see the Rolex series cars run. This 
was my first visit to the track. I was hopeful that 
a great weekend would make up for the hot rod 
show fiasco. First to run was a new series 
making its Mid-Ohio debut. It is called the Ford 
Racing Mustang Challenge. Just like the Rabbit-
Bilstein, the Renault Cup and all the others that 
followed, it’s a spec racer grouping of 
supposedly inexpensive cars. Right! Those of 
you that have been racing on your own dime 
share the sentiment. Check the August 2008 
edition of Hot Rod magazine to get a peek at the 
racers. See page 50.The event is run with nearly 
identical Mustangs. All are the FR500 factory 
spec racers. The guys were aggressive and bold.  

 
The third pit stall we came to contained a driver 
interviewing with a Speed TV reporter as he 
stood beside a car that had obviously been rolled 
over. I am happy to say that it was perhaps the 
worst crash of the weekend. Yes, my wife gave 
me a weekend pass for my birthday. What a 
great gal she is. Read on and you will think so as 
well. 
 

It was then time for the gloriously fast 
Daytona-Rolex cars to come out and do battle. 
The warm up only teased me. Scott Pruitt and  
Brian Frisell looked fast. What do you know. 



The national anthem was just concluding when I 
felt the temperature changing drastically. The 
dark blue sky foretold what was to come. The 
Rolex cars were on the track and fully warmed 
up. The green flag flew as the first rain drops 
began, I knew this would happen. And a good 
scout is always prepared. (for everything except 
girls) I wrapped Kattie in her poncho and told 
her to sit still and tuck the poncho down. I also 
advised her to keep the umbrella to the front. 
Face it into the wind I said. Thirty mile an hour 
gusts lightning and thunder came next. The 
umbrella turned inside out! City girl! She did not 
listen. It might have been her ear plugs. At any 
rate, then she had to go to the potty. Now! I said, 
unbelievable! What timing. I could not convince 
her to wait it out, so her chair was going to get 
wet. The cars got loose on the greasy track and 
all the serious fun left the race. It would be a pit-
and –survive run. Brumos Porsche to the front. 
The faster cars faded. 

 
After all the challenge of the weather, we have to 
say that it was fun to be there and enjoy the 
event. Many well known drivers were there. 
David Donahue was the winner, Scott Pruitt was 
great in the rain. And Darren Law, Max 
Angelelli, the Frisell brothers, Alex Gurney, Jan 
Magnussen, Kelly Collins (GT Champ) Bill 
Auberlen, all showed considerable talent at what 
they do. And of course, my personal favorite to 
study; Mr Leighten Reese was in form as well. 
What a wild day. We went back to the hotel 
exhausted. 

 
 On Sunday, there was a Formula-BMW race.  
There were nine drivers from all over the world. 
The cool thing was that each had the flag of his 
country painted on the top of the bodywork near 
the roll hoop. It was easier to tell who just went 
by that way as well because there were teams on 
the track in similar cars. 
 The last race I hoped to see was the 
Koni Challenge for small sedans. Well, mostly 
small. I would not group a BMW with a Cobolt 
and Integra. They did not stay up like I thought 
they would. Why pay so much more if a Cobalt 
is going to blow your doors off?  
 Would n’t you know it? It rained again. 
Now, they still run the race in the rain. But, I 
was not going to sit in the rain again a second 
day. Luckily, there were less cars in the infield. 
By the way, I said hello to our old acquaintance 
Ted Schumaker while visiting the vendor row.  
He said he may get down for BCD. I also put the 
bite on a Healey owner that had more than heard 
of our show. It’s so nice to be able to greet 
people without fear of finding the one that was 
totally outraged at the goings on at our show. 
We really do carry a good reputation with 
people. Kudos MVT! 
 Anyway, the predictable happened. 
Higher horsepower cars faded and lighter little 
tin boxes gained. It evened up the run. The race 
was led to the halfway point by a Mini (BMW) 
driven by  Randy Smally and Owen Trinkler. 
Late in the rain segment, a lousy Subaru came up 
through the pit and spin delays to take a lead that 
he was able to extend to the end. I was rooting 
for the St Georges Bay Cobalts. Alas it was not 
the 
day.



The race was won by car 111. Chuck 
Hemmingson and Kristian Skavnes were the 
entries drivers. Kate and I ran into the whole 
crew later at a Wendies restaurant. They all had 
matching T-shirts; even the little kids.  

It was quite a stay. I had visions of the spins and 
the sounds of engines swimming through my 
brain all night afterward. Kattie said she could 
have sworn that they were outside the motel all 
night making noise that kept her up. That’s my 
girl! She said that she would do it again. Now if 
you know Kattie like I do, that is saying a lot. 
Kattie does each item once and then checks it off 
of her list of things to do. For her to want a 
second dose means she liked it. 
 I wish I could go back for the vintage 
race too. Humm. That Mini of mine. I wonder 
how it would run? 
 Good segway ! The Mini has received 
its first coat of paint. The right side looks pretty 
good, but there are issues that I can smooth out 
before I give it another shot. Still, the little car 
peeks out of the hanger a bit fresher than when it 
rolled in so long ago. 

And it is nice, but strange to see it all one colour. 
It is as if I don’t know it now as my car. If you 
know the history of this particular body shell 
then that makes it even worse. Pete always 
referred to it as the Neapolitan Mini because of 
its many swirled colours. I gave Pete a door to 
sand down and preserve. 

It is great fun and so rewarding to be polishing 
and refurbishing little bits that can now be re-
attached to the car. Hey Pete! Can you help me 
identify things if another box of extra mystery 
parts appears? 
 
 
Enough. Happy Fourth of July. 
R.L. 



Meeting Minutes   June 
Meeting called to order @7:35 by the 
VP. We are all tired of rain and deep 
water. 
No agenda, Stan was out of town. 
Officer reports: V.P. has nothing to 
report,  
Treasurer has a lot of money, 
Membership has 19 paid, send in your 
dues.  
Secretary has nothing to report,  
Events for July is the pool party at the 
Ball’s. There is to be a tour prior to the 
gathering, Bruce will have info at next 
meeting and in the Marque.  
BCD is coming fast and volunteers are 
needed at registration, parking, food 
services and door prizes. Shirt sales and 
distribution may need help. There will 
be plenty of registration forms at the 
July meeting, if you have not registered 
pick up a form. If you are going to any 
shows take some forms with you.  
New member Jeff and Jody with a 76 
Spit.  
Meeting closed @ 8:10. 50/50 won by 
Jay Kolb. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Pool Party 2008 
The annual pool party that we all love so 
much will not be held at the Ball’s house 
again this year. Ellis and Lorna are 
gracious and skilled hosts of the annual 
dip and sip. This year circumstances 
changed and the party will have to be 
stricken from the calendar. By the way, I 
chose this picture before the notice was 
given. Nothing implied Ellis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


