September 2021

We made it! BCD 2021 a huge success! Read about it inside and we will have more feedback at
the September Monthly Meeting

Events this month:


1 - Monthly MVT Meeting



12 - Cincinnati British Car Day



14-15 - Hocking Hills Tour



14-16 - VTR National Convention



25 - Farm Stand Tour



30 - 6-Pack TRials

In This Marque
 Officer’s Reports

 Events Calendar
 Tech Articles Galore
 MVT Store (please buy
stuff from Harry)
 Classifieds

Obligatory Disclaimer
"The Marque" is the official publication of the
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144,
Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers
or members of the club. Technical data is
provided for information only and no liability is

assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety.
We also don’t vouch for spelling or grammar – the
editor is an engineer…

Please
send
comments/suggestions
to:
miamivalleytriumphs@gmail.com or to the PO
Box.

Technical advice given within is the opinion of the
writer and should not be construed as
professional advice nor relied upon. They are not
official advice of Miami Valley Triumphs, MVT
officers, or MVT members. As with all
maintenance and repairs the reader should do
their homework and get multiple opinions.

Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 22nd
of the month or when the editor screams...

MVT Club Info
Miami Valley Triumphs is a non-profit club
founded to preserve and enjoy Triumph and
Standard automobiles. You do not have to own a
Triumph or Standard to be in the club, just be
interested in the preservation of the marque. For
more info on joining the club and dues please
contact the MVT Membership Chair (contact info
below).

MVT is a Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register
(http://vintagetriumphregister.org/) and Center of
the
Triumph
Register
of
America
(http://triumphregister.com/).
We
actively
participate in activities of these clubs and their
endeavors to preserve the marque. In addition to
the above national clubs you also might want to
check out 6-Pack (TR6/TR-250) http://www.6pack.org/j15/ and the North American Spitfire
Squadron for Triumph Spitfire and GT6 owners
http://www.nasshq.org/. Yearly dues are $20 due
in May each year.

President: John Coutant,
john.coutant@gmail.com
Vice President: Chuck White,
triumph.driver@gmail.com
Secretary: Currently Open - To Be Filled
Treasurer: Harry Mague, 937- 426-3802
Membership: Valerie Relue,
vleigh607p@gmail.com
Webmaster: John Coutant,
john.coutant@gmail.com
Events & Newsletter Editor: Bruce Clough,
937-376-9946, portabezi@hotmail.com
Club Address – MVT, P.O. Box 144, Bellbrook,
OH 45305.
Club Website:
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/
We
are
also
on
Facebook
at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165489320475
1113/ - this is a closed group so you will need to
request joining.

MVT Monthly Meeting
MVT Monthly Meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of each month at Archers Tavern
Kettering, 2030 E Dorothy Ln, Kettering, OH
45420, (937) 291-1015. We are in the meeting

room off the bar at the front of the tavern. We
have dinner and socializing at 6:30PM and the
president usually ruins our fun by starting a
meeting at 7:30PM.
http://archerstavern.com/archerstavern/

Officer’s Reports
President’s Report

Great BCD! Dark Clouds
Ahead?
John Coutant
August was a good month capped by the Dayton
British Car Day. I can not say thanks too many
times to all of you in MVT who generously gave
your time and knowledge to make this year’s
event such a success.
We had 292 cars
registered and about 270 cars on the field which
was a high number for recent shows. Were there
some hiccups? Sure. But we captured a lot of
feedback from everyone on what worked well and
what could use some attention to improve in the
future.
Besides BCD, we had a tech session on Pertronix
at Bruce’s place using my car as the one for the
install. It turned out to be an untechnical session
as we had a miss-manufactured part (verified later
by comparing with identical set from Stan’s
backup set) so we reverted to points. Full story
and successful conclusion (hopefully) in October’s
Marque. Bruce also did a quick verification after
the session to confirm my clutch is indeed
slipping. When it rains, it pours.

The end of the month was also the Orphan Car
Meet and tour which you can read all about later
in this issue of the Marque.
Cooler weather (hopefully) brings fall weather and
better opportunities for drives. We have a bunch
of tentative drives and events planned. Check
them out in the Events section of the Marque. I
had really hoped to go on the 2-day Hocking Hills
Run in September as I have not yet explored this
part of Ohio. Unfortunately, I have had to cancel
but I hope many of you can take advantage of the
run.
I had thought that we were on the upward path
with the impact of COVID-19 but sadly that is not
the case. With the politicization of vaccination
and the emergence of a very infectious strain of
COVID-19 has led to increasing numbers of
infections and the number of hospitalizations is
lagging but following that trend. I only fear that as
cold weather arrives these numbers will rise as it
did last year. This added to the fact that the level
of immunization of those of us vaccinated at the
beginning of the year is decreasing, means that
we are becoming more at risk. Personally, I have
reverted to wearing a mask at crowded indoor
stores or other places.
This brings up the question of our comfort level
meeting and eating at Archer’s. Right now, I am
comfortable eating at most restaurants but that
may change if the situation gets worse in the fall.
Everyone has their own comfort level but I am
dependent on those of you in the club to give me
feedback on your feelings on meeting at Archer’s.
Move to early morning or late evening drives,
enjoy your Triumphs, and beat the heat of the
day.

Vice President’s Report
Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blahblah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blahblah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blahblah. Blah-blah-blah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blahblah. Blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blahblah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blahblah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-

blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah-blah-blah. Did I say I
like dachshunds? Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blah. Ask me
about blinkers.

Marque Editor’s Report

Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blahblah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah. Don’t make
me go on early morning runs. Blah-blah-blahblah-blah-blah. Blah-blah. Blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blah-blah. Blah-blah. Blahblah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah-blah-blah-blah-blah.
Blah-blah.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck White

Treasurer’s Report

Typical day in the editor’s garage…
Thanks again for all the pictures and words folks
have given me - makes it a lot easier to put this
together.
Another thing I am looking for are, quite frankly,
funny and silly, borderline really stupid, pictures
and graphics. I find them on Facebook, that loving
app we all sooo like to complain about. So if you
find any good ones, tag me.
Keep the good stuff coming!
Cheers - Bruce

Membership Chair Report
As of 1August 2021, the club account had an
account balance of $2557.25. For the month of
July, we had one late expense. The Club’s VTR
Liability Insurance became due for $250.00. For
the month of August the club had 50/50 income
for $14.00, memorability sale for $40.00, an
advanced membership payment for $20.00, and
BCD last year tee shirts for $162.00. Total
income for August was $236.00. The club had for
August the following expense: Post Office Box
one year renewal for $146.00. Total expense for
the month of August was: $$146.00. As of 1
September 2021, the club’s account balance is
$2647.25.

47

Respectfully submitted, Harry Mague.
No change since last month!
Valerie Relue

Events Chair Report



6-Pack TRials starts on the 30th - do not
know if any MVT members are going.

For October events I moved the Little Miami River
Run to the 16th so we could have dinner at Valley
Vineyards (they do not do the dinners on
Sunday). We will start at Clifton Mill for breakfast
and drive south. I will need to get a head count by
mid-September - so if you are planning on going
let me know.
Events Tsar Bruce

Speaking of events….

The Best Driving Months!
Well, August was busy - dang busy. Great BCD,
good tech sessions (even though we really didn’t
fix anything), and fun times at the Orphan Auto
show. But now, back to the future.
I always consider September, closely followed by
October, as the best Triumph driving months.
The temps are cooling down, the weather is drier,
and the colors changing. There also is pumpkin
spice, but we won’t go there. And driving events
we do have.




Our meeting at Archers is on the first.
Alice and I will miss this due to another
event, so have a bourbon for me!

MVT Events
Calendar
Past
August 2021

4- MVT Monthly Meeting
Minutes
Clyde Collins

I do not know if Operation Yellow Jacket
is on for for Sep 4th or 11th - Jackson or
Scott Huey have not been in contact about
that. I do know the current issue is “fun
with front brakes”.

Meeting called to order 7:48 PM



Cincinnati BCD is the 12th and we will
caravan from Middletown.

Request for Changes / Additions to Agenda –
none



Hocking Hills Tour is the 14th and 15th.
We will be meeting at I-71 and Old US 35.
Bring your hiking shoes.

Introduction of Guests/New Members - none



VTR National Convention is 14-16th know a few MVT’ers are going to that!



Farm Stand Tour is the 25th. Can we find
the perfect pumpkin?

Opening Remarks- John Coutant says meeting
at Archers will be routine - BCD coming up - The
MG Club and us both benefit from BCD.

Officer Reports:
Treasurers Report- Harry Mague sends in report
with $2467.49 in checking, $89.76 petty cash,
total $25557.25. Club liability insurance bill to
VTR paid for $250. Upcoming is PO Box fee in
August.

Secretary Report- Clyde Collins is assuming the
duty but mixed up start date (last month) so July
minutes to be delivered August 5.
Membership- Val Relue reports 47 members
Events – Bruce Clough








Past

Saturday 7 AM for other volunteers. No change
except the till for $20 registration, no problem.
Emphasized making sure forms are legible for
registrants for future contact. Some volunteers will
be 100 yd away to guide parking etc. MG club is
in charge of general parking and food vendors.
Old Business

o

July 10 – Tour to Augusta Ky.
Across the Ohio River by ferry,
minorsetbacks but great fun

o

24 – Pooless Pool Party at Roger
and Carol Rutledge’s pork chops.

AUGUST

John Coutant discussed By-Laws changes noting
no online feedback. Highlighted changes to
membership sections, computer enhancements,
duties of secy and treasurer as well as other
changes to standing committees. Vote to approve
16, one opposed, one abstention, Changes
adopted.

o

7 – BCD is back!

New Business – none

o

13-14 Project Yellow Jacket see
Jackson

50-50 raffle The White’s win $14

o

21 – Tech Session on Pertronix
Electronic Ignitions at Chez Bruce

o

28 – Orphan Auto Show at Young’s
Dairy in Yellow Springs

Adjourn 8:35

SEPTEMBER
o

14- Hocking Hills trip, lodge at
Sleep Inn

o

25- Farm tour is on

OCTOBER
o

6- couldn’t hear either

Committee Reports

6 - BCD Set-up at Eastwood
Metro Park

Technical – none

Bruce Clough

Memorabilia – email Harry if interested

Thanks to the folks who showed up the day
before BCD to pack registration bags and lay out
the parking. We had a lot of people helping, and
with all of you we were done packing bags very
quickly!

Parts – none.
Marque –
John Coutant commented on how
good the issue was and please contribute.
Website – John Coutant- website works well,
something about cold weather.
Projects – none.
BCD – Stan Seto discussed nuts and bolts as well
as big picture. 182 preregistrations is huge.
Expect some more day of show. All meeting
attendees but 1 will be in attendance. Friday at
6PM stuff packets. Bring water emphasized.

Wow - what a day. We are still waiting for the
count, but it seems to be a near-record for the
amount of cars on the show field. Started early
and ended up before the rains came. Thanks to
all the MVT’ers that helped and brought out their
cars for the public to enjoy, and hat’s off to the
MVT Winners!
A special thanks goes out to those helping with
the balloting and vote counting. Alice is in charge
and thanks those who volunteered their time to
get all those ballots counted! Thanks to Stan for
leading the registration yet again! Also thanks to
Curtis and … for getting the t-shirts made and
distributed!

Packing the registrations for the next day…

Hard to tell, but there are a lot, a LOT, of little
flags planted to show folks where to park - MG
Club crew setting up the parking

7 - Dayton BCD
Bruce Clough

There will be epic tales told of this, so no need to
repeat them here - just let me post a few
pictures…

What the show field looks like @ 7am - Greg
and Valerie were here setting up tents, and
Harry had dropped off the registration
materials and was already on the way back to
get his TR6…

By a bit after 7AM a few more MVT’ers were at
the park, and we even parked our cars on the
show field

Early TRs - Roy Owens’ Fab Mod Squadmobile
is the second from the right while the
Rutledge’s, Coutant’s, and Ferratt’s cars are
next in line to the left. Car on the right is Bob
Maassel’s modified TR3A from Fort Wayne he is shopping it around at $25K if anyone is
interested.

Pres John marking off the path to BCD
Registration. His minions were ignoring his
pleas for help…
TR4-250 class was big - never seen that many
TR250’s in one spot. The Moore’s TR250 is
the third car from the left - and Tim Moore
parked that red 250 next to the green TR4 of
Tim Moore - that’s right, two Tim Moore’s were
at the show - both live in Dayton, both have
Triumphs, and this was the first time they met
at BCD!

Show Field a bit about 10AM - Many more cars
showed up earlier this year so the show field
was filling up early

There were a lot of TR6’s there also - believe
the one on the far right is the Mague’s while
the second to the right is the Rutledge’s

Nothing lasts forever, and many of the
attendees had left by the time the awards
started to be handed out. Here we are looking
out of the registration shelter with only a few
cars left after the awards. We had already
cleaned up and were getting ready to leave which was a good thing since a heavy
thunderstorm dumped on the park a little bit
later!

MVT Winners:
Note that Karl Ludolph took First in Class for
TR7/8, but we do not have that picture - doh!
We also had a lot of Wedges - John Clifford
wanted to get them all in a row for a photo op

First in Class - Chris Yanity - TR2/3

This year we had a food vendor rather than the
MG Club doing it - the vendor originally picked
had to bow out due to COVID issues, but the
back-up, Brock Masterson’s worked well and
all enjoyed the food!

BCD Registration Report
Stan Seto
January through April, not sure the park would be
open for the event. Early May…. Park
management was sounding hopeful. Late May,
Skip Peterson, Event Chair for the MG Club of
Southwest Ohio, got word the park would be open
in August and the event was on!

Award of Excellence - Roy Owens - TR2/3

The application for the show was updated on the
Event website, and by 30 May, 21 cars were
registered. John Scocozzo of the MG club was
first applicant, Scott Stout, MVT, was second. Vic
Snively (TR6), who has been early almost every
year, got his application in on 31 May, as No.
Twenty-three. Completely overlooked was (I think)
Marc Masquelier, who actually put an application
in during January of 2020, before the full effects of
COVID-19 were known, and who later came by
Registration on the day of the meet and said he
should have been No. One.
In Mid-, late-June, Seto (snail) mailed about 38
fliers out the past show attenders, who do not
necessarily pay attention to emails, websites and
the like, but do respond to things received in the
mailbox. By 24 July, end of “free shirt”
registration, there had been 19 “returns”.

Award of Excellence - Steven Solomon - TR2/3

Last MVT’er to sign –up were Debbie and Tom
Ferratt, who handed me the application and check
at the August MVT Club meeting.
At the end of the Free Shirt period, we had 164
pre-registered, but you know that every year we
just keep getting applications and sometimes up
to the day of the show. Some of these people ask
for shirts and some don’t. Mark Macy called with a
request to bring in 8 cars, some were his workers
and some were customers picking up cars, this
was some 5 days before the show. He was told
“Sure, and we’ll give them shirts, too.” Two days
before the meet we had 182 pre-registered and
we have not had that many since before 2014.

Award of Excellence - Debbie Ferratt - TR2/3

On the morning of the show, we were registering
cars as early as about 8:15. Some were club
members and others were just early arrivals. By
11:30, we had registered another 111 cars, for a
total of 293, plus one new vendor. We were also

down to our last goody bag, that 112th car never
arrived.
Greg Relue reported that we had eight vendors on
the field. At the end of the day two said they did
well on sales and two said they did very well on
sales, however I also heard that two vendors were
not happy with their level of sales.
A team to count the field was sent out at Noon.
They came back with a reported 236 cars on the
field. Unfortunately, their paper got lost between
their return and the return home, so their numbers
were not checked. Unfortunate, because Skip
Peterson sent out someone to count the field at
12:30, and that person came back with a count of
263.
Ballot counting started at Noon and there were
about six teams, plus one or two single people.
Skip was getting anxious as 3:00 PM approached,
but Alice Clough upheld the honor of MVT again,
and got him the results prior to three, so he could
set up the awards announcements, as some of
the “Also Ran” (that is “Excellent”) awards had
been handed out before 3.
By 4 PM the dust was settling, the signage
dismantled, the little orange flags gathered in as
were the traffic cones, and we had some 20 preregistered bags that had not been picked up. We
had also had about 4 or 5 bags picked up by
friends of people who were unable to come, and
the number was set at 5, but it may have been
one or two more or one less as we did not get a
verifiable number.

Chuck White’s Miata club showed up and we
parked 16 or so cars at the front of the field, but
next to the parking lot, which is where we
normally locate the Miata’s. Most were gone at 3.
A couple of days after the show, an email was
sent to each of those who did not attend and it
was offered to send them their bags for the cost of
postage. So far12 of 17 possible have been
mailed, three bags did not have shirts in them.
The unsold shirts were divided up and half of
them were given to the MG Club.
As the Club Registrar, I’d like to thank the club
members and non-club members who pitched in
to make this year’s event the success it was, to
especially thank those men who did duty at the
event’s gateway for how they handled the traffic
and parking. Something that needs to be better
organized next year to reduce the burden and
amounts of time spent out in the sun. Special
recognition is given to Harry Mague who sits and
patiently records all the cars arriving on the day of
the show and controls the cash flow. This is about
the sixth or seventh years he has done this job.
We also expect to have a meeting soon, with the
MG Club to discuss this year’s event, and start
any necessary planning for 2022 BCD.
Ed Notes - Stan provided an updated registration
table of the numbers over the years - this is in the
back of the Marque

Based on all this, the number of cars on the field
was set at 268. That number matches what we
probably had on the field in 2019. So, a really
good show field, for the amount of time we had to
get it all set-up and running from a jumpstart.
Elsewhere in the Marque is a tabulation of car
attendance for this year compared to past years.
Spectators – Our teams at the road to direct
participants to Registration were also doing the
necessary work to get spectators parked in the
soccer field area on the other side of the road. It is
unknown how many spectators we got, but at
Noon, the soccer field was covered with cars,
vans and trucks. There were still a lot of cars
there as late as 3:00 PM.

BCD 2021: Wedgemite Sandwich

13- Project Yellow Jacket
At least Jackson, Scott Huey, and John Clifford
showed up at the BTM to work on Yellow Jacket.
Jackson sent us a few photos:

John ensuring everything is acting okay prior
to moving on to the front…

Rear Brakes are always fun! Scott approves…

Trying to bleed the front calipers - no go, too
many leaks from the calipers. They will have
to be rebuilt, nice try though…

New parts on an old car…

BRITISH MOTOR DAY. Jeff and Jodi Barth
joined Patti and I for a pleasant drive over using
mainly the two lane highways. With the featured
marque being Jaguar, there were quite a number
of them to be seen as well as Bentleys and of
course MG's.

Yellow Jacket Rocks!
AFAIK on the 14th they did not repeat the
performance, too many other things going on, but
more times are coming up soon!

14 - Indy BCD

AB at the show - if you don’t know what AB is,
ask the Cliffords!
Having Lunch!
As far as Triumphs go, there were half a dozen
each of TR6's and Spitfires, a few TR4's, just two
TR8's and one lonely TR3. Overall they had about
180 cars on the field.

Most of the Triumphs at the show
At 7:00am on Saturday, August 14, a blue Spitfire
and a beige TR8 left for the 33RD ANNUAL INDY

After we were there for a bit we found out that
there was another wedge car there in spirit when
club member Karl Ludolph walked up sans car.
The show web site indicated pre-registration only
when he looked at it Friday night (not waiting to
the last minute) so he cruised over anyway in his
nice modern car just to see the show and visit the
shops in Zionsville. We all had lunch in town with
our friends Dave and Carol, then headed back to

the show. Jeff and I both got popular vote awards
for our cars.



Replace the fuel pump line fittings and fuel
line between pump and carb so it won’t
leak.



Install a Petronix ignition module.



Determine if the clutch hydraulics are
misaligned causing clutch slip.

Fuel Line
The issue on the fuel line is that it was leaking a
little where the fuel line to the carbs. This leak
was due to new, shorter ferrules being used with
the original jam nut, a jam nut designed for a
longer ferrule. It just can’t get tight enough to not
leak before you run out of room to tighten.
John thought he bought new jam nuts long
enough, but on inspection the jam nuts were the
same length as the original, which would have still
leaked. Bruce knew he had a new long one in the
shed but could not find it. Strike one!

Petronix Ignition
Trophy Time!
Great day for seeing friends and driving our cars!

21 - MVT Tech Session
Bruce Clough
We tried.

The next job was to install a Petronix Electronic
Ignition module in the Lucas distributor to take
place of the points and condenser. I actually
watched several YouTube vids just to make sure I
knew what I was dealing with.
They did not prepare me for this.
We took off the old points and condenser, but the
new Petronix parts, supposedly for that Lucas
distributor, did not fit, so the points went back on.
Bummer. I will write up a technical article on this.

The victim would not go quietly with us…
The goal of the 21st tech session was to do a bit of
work on Pres John’s TR3A, specifically:

MVT’ers in shock and denial after the donuts
run out

John Clifford finding out what subtracting 5
from 8 feels like

28 - Orphan Auto Show
Bruce Clough
Of course John Co was recording
everything….

Clutch Slip?
John had been having what he thought were
clutch slippage issues. Checked the slave cylinder
linkage - seemed adjusted fine.
Road test
determined that yeah, under heavier load the
clutch does slip, so there will be another tech
session closer to Cincinnati in the near future!
So we didn’t get the fuel leak fixed, we did not get
the Petronix module installed, but we did
determine the clutch is slipping, so there is that.
We also found out the LED front turn

Five TRs @ Tim Horton’s

Did I say the donuts were good?
Thanks to the MVT’ers that showed up and gave
moral courage to John. John didn’t get that great
video he was trying for, but will still probably edit
and post what we did!
BTW-found the ferrule 10 minutes after John left.

Babysitting the cars at the show while
everyone else is looking for the perfect cheese
curd
Well, the day dawned cloudy and we were rained
on as we motored to our meeting place (what’s up
with that?) - Tim Horton’s in Xenia, where we put
of the top and we joined by Karl, Harry, Chuck &

Chris, Stan, and John and Patti - three Wedges,
two TR6’s and a VW R all filled up with Canadian
donuts and headed to Young’s Dairy for the show.

Lined up at the show - Chuck was explaining
to me his latest invention - the universal left
turn signal - Karl was not impressed
The Orphan Auto Show is put on by the Packard
and Studebaker clubs and really has some
interesting stuff show up, like Pacers, Ramblers,
Hudsons, and that nice Motion Forward ’59
DeSoto. Did I mention the mid-90’s Mercury minivan? The other great thing is it across the street
from Young’s Dairy, so if you want ice cream, like
Harry, you can get it!

pegged out about the same time as our tummies
rumbled, so off to Brandeberry Winery we went.
Brandeberry is only a couple miles from Young’s
and has some new wines out, as well as a cute
girl Pit that puts her head on you lap to beg for
food! Chuck and John caved…

Wine tasting flight at Brandeberry - all were
good!
We ordered appetizers to go along with the
cheese we brought and we ordered in a few
sandwiches and pizzas.

Ordering the pizza - usually trying to figure out
payment is a fecal matter production, but this
year it was smooth as silk…
Bob Pool Orphan Auto Show - where else
would you see an Edsel station wagon?
Most of us in MVT have our cars, not because
they are cool to look at, but because they are fun
to drive, so after about two hours our fun meter

After lunch and conversation we went our
separate ways, content with food, wine, friends
and twisty-turny roads!








Gift from Karl at Brandeberry - said he found it
in the parking lot all by himself - I am truly
honored

o Thanks for everyone’s help for BCD
o Changing COVID-19 situation
Vice-President – Chuck
Treasurer – Harry
Secretary – Clyde
o Approval of August’s Minutes as
published in the Marque
Membership Chair – Valerie
Events Chair – Bruce
o Summary of events, past and future

Standing Committee Reports
 Technical – Bruce
 Marque – Bruce
 Spare Parts – Chris
 Website - John
Event Committee Reports
 Dayton BCD – John, Stan, Bruce
Old Business
New Business
Adjourn

11 - British Biscuits and Tea
plus Extra!

Stan in his Italian villa - Ciao!

Future
September 2021

1st - MVT Monthly Meeting
Opening Remarks – John
Request for Changes and Additions to the Agenda John
Introduction of Guests/New Members – John/Guests
Officers Reports
 President – John

The Harrymobile @ the last BB&T
10AM on the 11th will be the next British Biscuits
and Tea, a gathering for LBC’s without all those
loud muscle cars (except for TR8’s) to worry
about.

This is in the parking lot next to Archers on East
Dorothy Lane in Kettering - bring your own coffee
and donuts! Hope to see you there!
Afterwards (I think I saw 12PM) there will be a
short meeting of the MVT and MG Club principles
for BCD 21 wrap-up at Archers.

12 - Cincinnati BCD

MVT Crew enjoying a past Cinci BCD
Harbin Park, Fairfield - As usual, for the crew
coming from Dayton we will do the traditional
breakfast at Bob Evans, OH 122 and I-75. Meet
there at 8AM and we will leave after we get some
sausages!
It takes about 40 minutes to get to Harbin Park
from there. We will set up under the trees and
watch the cars, and clouds go by. They will
probably have food there for us, but some of us
will head to Waynesville for Peanut Butter pie
afterwards!

Edmond,OK
https://redrivertriumphclub.org/blog/event/2020vtr-national-convention/?instance_id=437

14-15 - Hocking Hills Run
For those not going to VTR we will be heading the
other direction, off to a couple of days in the
Hocking Hills to relax, hike, shop, eat, and drink.
What else is there?

https://www.bccgc.com/british-car-day
https://www.bccgc.com/bcd-registration

14-16 - Vintage Triumph
Register National Convention

Oh yeah, twisty, turny roads, that’s what!
We are doing this in the middle of the week to
avoid crowds and increased hotel costs as well as
not to run into as much traffic. Wear good hiking
shoes.
Lodging? We are staying at the Sleep Inn in
Logan. The link is:

https://www.choicehotels.com/ohio/logan/sleepinn-hotels/oh706?mc=llgoxxpx
If you are planning on going book now as the
rooms tend to fill up.
We will be meeting at the Starbucks, I-71 and Old
US 35, at 8:30AM and will be headed down the
road by 9am. We will stop by The Old Home
Place for a quick bite before heading off to
Hocking Hills via OH 180.

The 2021 FST will be on as usual! Plan to get
some good vittles and travel some good roads!
Meet at Peifer Orchards, off US 68 just north of
Yellow Springs on the east side of the road, at
9:30am - we will be off for a day of driving. Don’t
worry, if you miss this we will be stopping by a few
of the places during the Little Miami Rive Run.

30 Sep - Oct 3 - 6-Pack Trials

We will NOT be eating at the Olde Dutch
restaurant. Sorry.
Hope you can join us!

Hilton Garden Inn, Colonial Heights, VA, hotel
reservations (866) 238-4218. Most of the events
will be at Moss Motors in Petersburg.
https://gatriumph.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/06/TRVA-2021-Flyer-andRegistration.pdf

October 2021
6 - MVT Monthly Meeting
9 - Covered Bridge Tour - Any excuse to take
pictures of cars next to bridges, and for Bruce, to
get peanut butter pie!
16 - Little Miami River Run/Fall Foliage Tour Changing this to a one-dayer similar to what we
did last year, but it will end with a diner at Valley
Vineyards. Clifton to Morrow, breakfast to dinner.
If you are planning on coming I need to know - I
need a head count for breakfast and dinner.

November 2021
Ash Cave

25 - Farm (stand) Tour

3- MVT Monthly Meeting
6 - Guy Fawkes - Tour and bonfire

December 2021
4- Holiday Soiree and Dec Business Meeting Queen of Apostles Community, Bergamo
19 - MVT Christmas Dinner

Farm Tour Circa 2005

June 2022

original points and condenser, fitting inside the
original Lucas DM2 distributor so there is not
much to give away the lack of points except for an
extra ground wire.

Petronix module mounting plate showing the
hole we had to slightly relieve so it would
attach to the distributor

Technical Talk
Edited by Bruce Clough

All was going well until we tried to install the first
part - the plate the module attaches to which
screws to the existing distributor plate. It is held
on by two screws that go into existing original
holes. Well, one didn’t line up, so we had to
relieve one hole a bit so the screw would go in.
Once we got that on we did a trial fit of the module
itself and noticed a couple more issues.
The first was the module would not mount flat to
the plate since the chamfered hole for the
mounting screw under the module was not deep
and wide enough.

Epic Fail
If you only have one thing to do, remember to do
it right.
At the 21 Aug tech session we were going to put a
Petronix Electronic Ignition Module in John
Coutant’s TR3A. The Petronix system is a
magnetically triggered system that replaces the

Issue: Plate mounting screw could not go far
enough into the plate since the hole &
chamfering were not big enough - one module
mounting stud to the left

Issue number two was just as bad. The passthought fitting for the wires going through the slot
in the distributor didn’t have the right moldings on
it so it would stay in place. The original has a slot
on both sides that the distributor metal went into
and held it in place, this Petronix unit had nothing.

superior but how much? Similar questions apply
to other improved devices like Strombergs, fuel
injection, oil filters, sway bars,everything. Maybe
your write-up could cover tidbits. The tech
sessions too since I admit my backward ways but
others may hold back. Again, thanks for a fine
time.
Thanks Clyde for coming and the observation that
maybe we’re assuming too much when we are
throwing the tools around with reckless abandon.
Other probably have the same thoughts.
Here’s a short discussion of electronic ignitions
and why you might want to them in place of points
and condenser.

Old versus new - notice the slot on the original
pass-through fitting on the left and no slot on
the new one on the right
There was no way to secure the pass-through to
the distributor except glue, and we were not going
there.
At this point John packed the Petronix back up in
the packaging, and we put the old points back in.
It will be going back.
I don’t know what’s up with this. John is doing
some research and sending it back - maybe we’ll
find out more. I’ve had no issues with other
Petronix items I’ve purchased.
After the tech session Clyde Collins sent me this
note:
Thanks for holding the session and hospitality.
Such sessions are a main benefit to the
organization and I did learn some. I liked John’s
anti-lose screw technique. If I may suggest:
The core attendees have history I can’t know and
I regard each as informed. If not, they seem wise
in these matters and so not to stand out I didn’t
ask questions I should have. Remember college
lab recitations where we discussed the lesson?
For this session I wonder what advantage this
ignition offers, and downside, expense, and so on.
I never have any engine that floats the points and
with ballast they seem reliable. Electronic must be

The ignition system on a TR3 is very simple.
When the points are closed current flows through
the coil primary windings, when the points open
up, the current is interrupted and a high-voltage
spike is produced by the secondary in the coil
which cases the spark in the spark plug. The
points open up due to a cam riding on lobes on
the distributor shaft. Over use, the points wear
away as well as the plastic cam can wear. This
throws your ignition timing off and leads to rough
running.
The maintenance manual calls for the points to be
cleaned up and reset every 6,000 miles (if I
remember right), although I usually was cleaning
and resetting after 3,000 miles - essentially every
oil change. When I ran points I also changed out
the condenser when I reset the points although
condensers can last significantly longer than that.
Out came the feeler gauges, out came the dwell
meter, out came the timing light. Usually had it all
done in about 30 minutes unless the car was cold,
that added about 10 minutes of warm up.
Surely a simple system. Why would you want to
go with a more expensive electronic ignition? Two
reasons:


Reliability - electronic ignitions don’t
require the cleaning and resetting (which
also means you are re-timing the ignition) you set them and they are done - they do
not change over time.



Performance - they provide a hotter spark,
and they provide a more regular spark at
high RPMs. Fire and forget.

All modern internal combustion gas cars have
electronic ignitions for a few reasons even beyond
these, mostly due to the variable timing of sparks
and using multiple sparks to get peak
performance, best mileage, and lowest emissions.

but soon we soon found all the parts and brought
them outside. Mark was the bank - buying all the
parts and then we gave Mark $$ for the bits we
had picked out.

You might have heard about unreliability of the
Lucas Luminition systems on later Triumphs - yes,
those sometimes had issues with their electronics,
but the Delco system used in later TR7’s is rock
solid.
Hope that helps and keep the questions coming!

Post Mortem
John Coutant did a little snooping:
Stan dropped by and brought is back up
Pertronix. His adaptor plate is correct (much
larger countersink and holes line up).
So I called Pertronix. They were no use. Could
not find my distributor number, so he was
immediately “it will not work”, and would not listen
to the fact the adaptor plate was FUBARed.

John watching as David and Mark set the TR7
drive train in the truck. Temp was about 90F at
this time and damn glad we brought water!
Turns out the car was not an anniversary edition a 1979 DHC from the looks of the parts. Never
mind, parts is parts.

So I called up Moss technical. Nice guy. He
found the distributor number and yes that was the
correct kit. I told him about the adaptor plate and
he said s*#$ happens like that so send it back and
we’ll get you another one (hopefully ok).
Try 2 is in the future….

Wedge Parts Recovery
Bruce Clough
During the tech session on the 21st John Clifford
mentioned that former member Chuck Alcorn was
selling off some TR7 parts he still had in his barn.
My ears perked as well as Mark Senter’s. I
needed a new top dash wiring harness for Carma.
John mentioned Chuck thought the car they got
these parts from was an Anniversary Edition.
Sold! We made plans to meet at Chuck’s barn on
the 22nd.
Chuck’s barn is not small - it’s a large pole barn
chock filled with old car parts, tractors, and other
stuff - piled to the ceiling. We had to root around,

Yep, there were TR parts in them there
bushes. Actually these are staged to load on
the pickup

Anyway, sorted through all the parts and put them
away for winter fun when Carma’s going to get a
few things fixed...

Just a few of the parts Senters got - filled up
the pickup - good thing their home was just a
few miles away.
When I got home I unloaded what I had picked up
- essentially the dash and wiring harness. I also
found the front “K” suspension member in pristine
shape (which is pretty beat up on Carma) so I was
happy about that. Looking at the wiring harness I
found the section I needed and in perfect
condition - really happy about that. I picked up
the headlight pods since I need a cast aluminum
bracket for a spare - one was already busted, but
the other was in usable shape. Looking at the
pods I discovered that the rubber surrounds here
is good condition with the mounting points intact bonus. Motors are going back to Mark & Co.

Thanks John for mentioning the parts - got
some parts I really need!

The great find - especially if you’ve seen the
one on Carma…

Wedge Part Repair Saga #452
Bruce Clough
After I had separated the parts out from our trip to
Alcorn’s I was just about to recycle some parts
and it hit me - were the headlight mechanism cast
brackets in good shape?
What the heck do you mean by that?
Well, wait for it - I checked both brackets, one was
just broke off, but the other was just cracked, so I
thought I’d try a repair rather than just recycling it.
Okay, I’ll go back now. The headlight pods are
mounted to cast brackets that themselves are
mounted via an “axle” to another steel bracket
that also has the headlight attached. When the
headlights are turned on the motor activates,
rotates the cast bracket and moves the headlight
up. At the point of greatest extension another
bracket engages the cast bracket, acting as a
brace to keep it from bouncing up and down when
extended. When you turn off the headlights, the
motor engages again, moves the bracket acting
as a brace out of the way, and then retracts the
cast bracket, dropping the headlight.
Whew. That’s part of how the headlights work. So
how does the cast bracket part get busted?
Simple, the brace doesn’t get out of the way in

time and the motor tries to close the headlight.
That puts a strain on the crosspiece part of the
cast bracket the brace is against, and it cracks
and then breaks it.
So how would the brace not get out of the way? If
you’re are a Wedgehead, you know that if your
headlights don’t come up, the owner’s manual
gives you explicit directions that you rotate the
knob on the bottom of the headlight motor
counter(anti)-clockwise and you can raise up the
headlight. The knob is made so it only should
turn counter-clockwise.
Well, if you try, you can raise the headlight by
turning the knob clockwise, especially if the knob
is a bit worn, or a bit soiled. If you raise the
headlights turning the know clockwise they will
raise, and the brace will go into position, but if you
then use the electric motor to close the lights the
cam that moves the brace away from the cast
bracket is in the wrong position, and you break
the bracket. Always turn counter-clockwise
humans!

Close-up of the busted bracket - the “arm”
that is going through the gap in the cast
bracket is the brace that keeps the headlights
from bouncing once up, and what broke the
cast bracket
To be fair, since it is a cheap cast piece, there is
every chance that it can crack just due to use, but
(I believe) most of the broke brackets can be
traced to the motor being turned in the wrong
direction to manually raise the headlights at some
time in its life. Yes, these cracks are common and
most owners don’t know they are cracked or
busted, they just thought the headlights bounced
a bit since that is what they have always done.

View of the cast bracket in place - note the
gap in the middle bottom - the casting should
go all the way across here but it doesn’t
Brace into the correct braced position. Note
the notched part of the brace is engaged with
the bottom of the cross piece. Note the motor
cam on the left is engaged with the bracket

Brace riding against the cam - other side

After cleaning - The crack in the cast piece
due to stress from the brace - usually this is
more than cracked - usually busted off
I then cut a piece of ½” aluminum bar stock to
size and epoxied it on the side away from here
the bracket rests.

More motor rotation has moved the brace out
of the way of the cross-piece, allowing the
cast bracket to return and dropping the
headlight
Okay - back to the bracket that was just cracked.
Normally I would have recycled this (I have a
couple of good spares, and the ones on Inca and
Carma are good) but I thought I might as well try
and fix.
I do not have an aluminum welder at home - heck,
not even one for steel. Normally I’d take this to a
machine shop in Xenia to get something like this
done, but since this is a spare I thought I’d have a
little fun.
First thing is to clean both sides of the cast piece years of exposure put a nice oxidation patina on
the piece, but nothing a little bit of 000#-then #1
steel wool couldn’t take off.

Side of the cast bracket away from the brace cut the bar stock piece long enough to cover
an inch on both sides.
The inside (towards the brace and actually where
the brace contacts the bracket) was a biut trickier
since I needed to allow the brace to contact it
without any build up (added thickness) so I had to
notch the bottom re-enforcement before I epoxied
it on.

I asked him if he could make another tube grille
and he did. I abandoned the side exhaust thought
since that ends up with almost no ground
clearance once you go under the frame. I
enjoyed seeing the car at the show since it’s been
a few years since I’ve seen it - and 2Tall.

Bottom re-enforcement piece in place - note
notch to allow the brace to contact the original
piece and not build up any more height that
would not allow the brace to seat.
Yeah, it’s a cheesy repair, but then again, this is
the backup, backup, backup part, so what the
hay…

2Tall’s Car
Bruce Clough
If you were ever wondering about what influenced
me when I was putting The Grey Ghost together
you might have seen at least one thing if you were
at Dayton BCD.
2Tall (and I forget his name - doh) drove his TR3A
to the show. 2Tall also does car upholstery and
had done the seats on The Grey Ghost, but when
I went to pick them up I saw his car, and it was
love at first sight - a rod, but yet still TR3B.

Interior shot - did I say 2Tall does pleated
interiors for street rods?

Lucas Electronic Ignition
Surprise
Bruce Clough
During the recovery of the TR7 parts up in Tipp
City I found a Lucas Lumenition AB14 amp in a
bucket of parts. The wires were shot and it was a
bit corroded. I was going to throw it away, but I
also thought I had never taken one of these apart,
so I my curiosity overcame my sense of tidiness
and I brought it home along with a lot of other
questionable parts.
For those of you that don’t know your TR7 Lucas
electronic ignition systems, the earlier TR7 had
the Opus Optically-triggered ignition. This was
replaced by the system that used the AB14 amp
that was magnetically triggered, and that was
replaced by the AC Delco system. The Opus
system is generally held to be unreliable, the
system using the AB14 as more reliable, and the
AC Delco system is rock-solid. Here is a diagram
of the system that uses the AB14 ignition amp:

2Tall’s car - note the grille and the side pipes.

Lucas Lumenition - very simple system.
Once home, I did triage on all the “stuff”, and I
was about ready to throw it away again when I
just decided to open it up and take a peek. Four
5mm screws were removed and this is what I
saw:

Next I went to the bench, and using a meter
instead of a test lamp I checked the module.

Inside the Lucas AB14 Ignition Amplifier
That black module with the warning sticker on it is
a GM electronic ignition module - no wonder it
was more reliable than the Opus system. That is
the same module the AC Delco system uses (it’s
inside the combo ignition amp and coil mounted in
the inner fender). Hmm, wonder if it is any good?
The internet is a wonderful place - in about a
minute I had a test procedure:

Bench testing the ignition module
It passed with flying colors, so I put it in my spares
piles and recycled the rest of the parts.

Couple Curiosities
BTW - Beryllia is Beryllium oxide, an inorganic
compound with the formula BeO. This colorless
solid is a notable electrical insulator with a higher
thermal conductivity than any other non-metal
except diamond, and exceeds that of most

metals. As an amorphous solid, beryllium oxide is
white. It’s also toxic, thus the warning.
If you are interested in the AB14 internal circuit it’s
below. The amp I had did not have the resistor
block in it.

MVT Enamel Car Badge - $30.00

MVT Cloth Patch - $12.00

MVT Memorabilia
The Club has the following fantastic, wonderful
memorabilia for sale. Show your colors in public,
on your car or on you! Look at all we have:

MVT Pin - $5.00

MVT Car Flag - $5.00

They look very spiffy on a TR7…
All the memorabilia is available at each Club
meeting upon request. Please contact our MVT
Memorabilia
Manger,
Harry
Mague
harrymague@aol.com

Classifieds
MVT Window Sticker - $1.00

MVT Magnetic Signs – these can be easily cut
so they are round. They are 12”x12”, 11” in
diameter if cut round. - $12

Classified ads are free to MVT members and run
month to month. We do not endorse anything in
here, nor do we get any compensation in fees or
royalties. As with the rest of life “buyer beware”.

Hardtop for Sale -Triumph TR6 Snugtop Custom
Hardtop:
 Black -Built in Long Beach, California
 Factory Mint Condition inside and out,
weather stripping, glass ,headliner etc.
 Ready to bolt on and go
 Hardware included -Price Negotiable
Inquire at tryanity@gmail.com

Dayton BCD Attendance in Past Years
– High Water Mark in 2009
Year
2006
2007
2008 (Recess2009 -ion)
2010

Pre-Registered
195
178
143
174
149

Total Registered
353
310
295
355
309

Vendors
6
6
6
8
5

2011

182

304

3

2012

143

255

5

2013 (Sequestration)
134

205

4

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

259
266 Plus 89(S/B’s)
260
275 + 3 Not Reg’d
258
275
0
293

5
~6
~5
6
8
8
0
8

143
128
159
156
162
150
0
182

Cars on The Field
341
300
266 - 288
349
302

Weather
Sunny & Hot
Sunny & Hot
Sunny & Hot
Sunny & Hot
7th Straight Year
Sunny & Hot
300 - 306
Rain Threat –
Sunny, later
246
Rain Threat –
Sunny, later
184
Rain Threat –
Sunny, later
245
Partly cloudy and warm
346
Cloudy and warm
252
Sunny, warm, Lo Hum.
270
Sunny, warm, Lo Hum.
241 (17 no-shows)
Sunny, Hot, Hi Hum.*
268
Sunny, warm, Lo Hum.
0
Not Recorded
268 (~ 25 No-Shows) Sunny, Hot, Hi Hum.**

* Showers at about 3 PM closed the day.
** Showers at about 4 PM, but no cool-off. Car count at Noon – 236 (MVT), 263(MG Club)
2017 - Best Year since 2011.

