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Triumph Tour 2021 – Finger lakes, NY 
May 4 - 19, 2021 

by 
Dave Smith 

 
The annual Texas FOGs Triumph tour this year ran from May 4 – 19th. With last year’s tour having gone west to 

visit Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks, this year’s drive was to take an easterly route with a turn-

around destination in the Finger Lakes region of upstate New York. The estimated mileage for the planned tour 

route was a little over 4,200 miles.  Prior to our early May departure, a total of 11 Texas Triumph Register mem-

bers in 9 Triumphs and one lesser vehicle (MGB) were signed-up for the tour.  Of these eleven, all but one has 

been on at least one FOG tour. Hal Sharp was the only tour participant that would be a tour rookie but needed to 

cancel before the start of the trip. By the actual May 4th D-day, three individuals cancelled leaving a starting 

grid of eight participants in seven Triumphs.  The tour group lost one more member after the first day when John 

Reynolds decided it was necessary to return home due to his serious back issue. The final makeup and tour status 

of this year’s tour participants is given below: 

 

  Tour Member          Car  Tour 2021 Status  Previous Tours 
 
 Dave Smith (FOG #33)   1971 TR6 Completed Tour   12  

 Tyler Smith      Completed Tour   7  

 Stan Seto (FOG #18)   1962 TR3B Completed Tour   8 

 Mike Hado (FOG #36)   1965 TR4A Completed Tour   8 

 Randy DeRuiter (FOG #37)  1970 TR6 Completed Tour   6 

 John Reynolds (FOG #39)  1968 TR250 DNF (Did Not Finish)   8 

 Karl Rettenmaier (FOG #50)  1974 TR6 Completed Tour   3 

 Bob Pennington (FOG #54)  1965 TR4 Cancelled    4 

 Franz Bachmann (FOG #55)  1977 MGB Cancelled    4 

 James Moore (FOG #56*)  1976 TR6 Completed Tour   2 

 Hal Sharp    1976 TR6 Cancelled    Rookie 

        
* Received FOGhood at ceremony in Carlisle, PA on this tour 
 

    

In keeping with tradition, a tour kick-off party was held on Monday, May 3rd at the Smith house. During the even-

ing, the tour route and schedule were discussed and a hardcopy of the tour road log overview volume (Volume 1), 

tour t-shirts and goody bags were distributed. This year’s tour logo and the tour mascots were also presented 

(see Figure 1), which were yellow rubber duckies dressed-up in various Marvel Comics characters. A complete digi-

tal copy of the two-volume tour road log was provided to each participant via a ftp site established by Bob Pen-

nington. 

 
Working out the details of the tour route and itinerary is largely developed around following lesser roads and try-

ing to keep the daily mileage around 300 miles or less. This normally is a major challenge, especially for a trip with 

a turn-around point over 2,000 miles away and plans to accomplish this within sixteen days. As a result, there was 

no way to get around having a couple of longer drive days with some Interstate highway driving. The last day of 

the tour is commonly the longest day and this year was no exception. Our final push back into Houston started in 

Vicksburg, MS and would be just over 400 miles.  As in all the previous Triumph tours, our route and itinerary in-

Triumph Tour 2021 - Finger Lakes, NY 



 

 4 July 2021 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement 

 

clude drives along many scenic roads, stops at automo-

tive museums, automotive repair/restoration shops 

(especially those related to our LBCs), and occasionally 

visits to automobile racetracks. We also visit other mu-

seums such as air/military museums and have driven 

through several National Parks/Monuments. On most 

trips we have stumbled onto other interesting un-

Tour business meeting at kick-off party  to dis-
cuss route and planned schedule 

Tour support group! 

Looked and tasted great! 

Tour mascots all lined-up 

2021 Triumph Tour Logo 

Triumph Tour 2021 - Finger Lakes, NY 



 

                                                                             July 2021 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement                                                                      5 

 
planned stops along the route which enhances the overall enjoyment of these tours. Obviously, the preparation of 

our cars for these long drives is very important and my car in particular required a little extra preparation. Having 

experienced a few issues in my TR6 on last year’s tour, I decided to send my SU carburetors out to be rebuilt. 

With the much-appreciated assistance of Mike Hado, we pulled the engine head and sent it for some machine shop 

work, reseated the valves, installed new lifters and new piston rings. As will be seen in the trip summary that fol-

lows, I encountered no issues with the car this year! All of the other tour participants also performed varying 

amounts of car preparation mostly being engine tune-ups and suspension work. Of course, part of the incentive for 

preparing the cars is to mitigate the risk of receiving the dreaded Wagner Award (First-to-Breakdown-Award) or 

the daily Screaming Chicken Award, awarded to a car which encountered an issue during the course of the day’s 

drive.  During the end of tour party, presentation of the overall tour Chicken Award is 

awarded for the car/driver racking up the most daily Screaming Chicken Awards, along 

with the presentation of prestigious Wagner Award and other special tour awards.  

 
The planned 16-day tour route and location of all 15 evening stops is shown on the overview map provided below in 

Figure 2. A brief summary of the route and events for each day of the drive is provided below.  

 

Figure 2—Triumph Tour 2021 planned tour route and estimated daily miles. 
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Day #1: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 – Houston, 
TX to Broken Bow, OK (376 miles) 
 
Our departure day meetup breakfast venue for the six 

Houston-based tour members was Harris County 

Smokehouse in Tomball. The plan was to have breakfast 

at 7:00 am and hit the road by 8:00 am heading north 

toward Nacogdoches, TX where Randy DeRuiter would 

join the group. The final tour member, Stan Seto, 

would not join the group until we arrived in Huber 

Heights, OH on Day #4. With overcast skies in the 

morning our tops remained up for the drive north to-

ward Nacogdoches. At our first pit-stop in Anderson, 

TX it began raining and the threat of severe storms 

with hail was reported for the area.  We decided it 

best to remain under the shelter of the gas station 

awnings and let the storm pass before continuing our 

drive north. While sitting-out the storm, John Reynolds 

jumped or more accurately slowly lowered himself into 

his TR250 as he had injured his back prior to the trip, 

which noticeably restricted his mobility and when clos-

ing his car door, the door’s window exploded! Glass 

spewed everywhere inside and outside the car! After 

securing a makeshift cardboard window, we drove on to 

Nacogdoches where Randy DeRuiter had a replacement 

window waiting. Adding to John’s dismay over the shat-

tered window was the realization he had earned the 

tour’s first Screaming Chicken Award.  

 

 

Triumph lineup at Harris County Smokehouse, the 
designated meetup and start point for the tour. 

Sheltering-in-place from storm at gas station in 
Anderson, TX 

Installing temporary cardboard window in John 
Reynold's car 

Gap in cardboard window allowed for air and the 
rubber chicken (Daily Chicken Award)! 

Day 1  
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Even with the delay in installing the replacement window 

in John’s car, we made good time on the remainder of 

the afternoon drive and arrived at our hotel in Broken 

Bow, OK shortly after 6:00 pm. Once everyone was 

checked-in at the hotel, we gathered for the tour’s 

first evening wine hour in the hotel lounge area followed 

by dinner at a nearby steakhouse.  Commonly, dinner is 

followed by a glass of Port back at the hotel, but it was 

late when we returned to the hotel, and decided to pass 

on the Port. So ended the first day of the tour with no 

mechanical breakdowns, but with a surprising and unfor-

tunate shattered window on John’s TR250. 

Installing replacement window in TR250 at Randy DeRuiter's garage 

TR250 window replacement in progress 
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Day #2: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 – Bro-
ken Bow, OK to Mtn. Home, AR (309 miles) 
 

Following breakfast at the hotel and gas fill-up across 

the street from the hotel, we were underway for a 

drive through the Ouachita Mountains of eastern Okla-

homa and western Arkansas.  Driving for an hour, I no-

ticed Mike Hado had fallen back behind the group, so 

we pulled over in a gas station parking lot to let him 

catch up. While waiting for Mike, John Reynolds indi-

cated that his back was really bothering him and 

thought it best to return to Houston. We were all sad 

to see John leave the group, especially knowing how 

much effort he had expended in getting his TR250 in 

shape for the drive. He was really looking forward to 

the drive since the tour route was heading through 

portions of upstate New York, where he had grown up. 

After lunch in Russellville, AR, Randy DeRuiter noticed 

that James Moore’s TR6 brake lights and rear turn sig-

nals were not working. James indicated he would ad-

dress the rear light issues once we arrived at our next 

hotel.  A very brief presentation of the second tour 

Screaming Chicken Award to James was conducted at 

our next pit-stop.   

The drive through the Arkansas Ouachita and Ozark 

Mountains was very enjoyable with good two-lane roads 

and scenic overlooks all along the route.  Arriving at 

Day #2 presentation of the Daily Chicken Award 
to James Moore 

Scenic overview in the Ozark Mountains  

Pit stop in the Ozarks 

Another scenic overlook stop in Arkansas  
along AR-7 

Day 2  
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the hotel around 5:00 pm, James, Karl and Randy immediately commenced troubleshooting the brake and turn sig-

nal issues with James’ TR6. The remainder of the group proceeded to the hotel lobby/lounge for a brief wine 

hour, with periodic checks on the repairs underway to the TR6 in the hotel parking lot. The group went in differ-

ent directions for dinner with Tyler, Mike and myself heading to a great catfish house we had visited on a previ-

ous tour.  The TR6 repair team elected to walk to a nearby Mexican restaurant for celebration drinks and dinner 

having successfully repaired/replaced the faulty turn signals and brake switches, which were provided by Randy. 

Hotel parking lot repair to James' taillights 

TR6 under-dash yoga position 

More hotel parking lot  
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Day #3: Thursday, May 6, 2021 – Mtn. 
Home, AR to Mount Vernon, IL (368 miles) 
 
Our third day of the tour was to be primarily another 

drive day taking us initially north through southern 

Missouri along scenic highway MO-19. Several sections 

along this highway are like riding on a large roller 

coaster with very pleasant scenery through portions of 

the Missouri Ozark Mountains. In Salem, MO we 

stopped for gas and lunch. The lunch venue at a small 

café converted from an old clapboard house was quite 

good with great homestyle cooking and excellent ser-

vice. Finding great local non-chain restaurants for lunch 

and dinner is one of the highlights of these tours. Af-

ter lunch, our plan was to travel east toward the Mis-

sissippi River and cross over into southern Illinois. The 

planned road log route we were following had us cross-

ing the river just south of St. Genevieve, MO on MO-

51; however, the road log highway names (taken from 

MapQuest software package), Garmin GPS and actual 

road signs do not always use the same road name! Con-

sequently, the turn-off to the planned road across the 

river into Illinois was initially missed. Relying on my 

Garmin to get us back on-track resulted in travelling on 

several small Missouri County Roads including some 

gravel roads. Even with the significant road noise, I 

could sense several comments complimenting the tour 

leader on his chosen route! The route did in fact get us 

back to the originally planned highway bridge across 

the Mississippi and on toward our evening destination 

of Mt. Vernon, IL. The final leg into Mt. Vernon was 16 

miles on I-64 arriving to our hotel around 6:30 pm. In 

light of our somewhat late arrival to the hotel, we 

elected to skip the evening wine hour and walked to a 

nearby restaurant for dinner. There was also no even-

ing after dinner Port. I am also happy to report our 

five Triumphs ran great today with no recordable Daily 

Chicken Award incidents!  

Day #3 lunch spot in Salem, MO (Spring Creek Café) 

Day 3  
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Day #4: Friday, May 7, 2021 – Mt. 
Vernon, IL to Huber Heights, OH (370 
miles) 
 

Day #4 began early with a fire alarm in our hotel 
around 3:00 am in the morning! Although the fire 

alarm was false, it did make it difficult to get 
back to sleep. After a quick hotel breakfast and 
gas fill-up, we headed east on IL-15 for our drive 
across part of America’s heartland for farming 
through Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. The route was 

not as scenic as the Ouachita and Ozark Mountain 
we traversed during the past couple days, but the 
roads were good and somewhat relaxing through 
southern Illinois and into neighboring Indiana. We 
encountered gentle hills and curves along a 

stretch of US-50 in Indiana.  

In Bedford, IN we stopped for gas and enjoyed a 
great lunch at Smokin Jim’s BBQ. Our waitress 
was excellent and informed us that she and her 

husband were very much into cars and currently 
building a ratrod truck. She seemed very knowl-
edgeable about engines, probably more so than 
some of us! The remainder of the drive into west-
ern Ohio was uneventful with no reportable car 

issues, which meant the Screaming Chicken Award 
remained in the custody of James.  This however 
would soon change once our final tour member 
joined us at the evening’s hotel! We arrived at the 
hotel at approximately 6:15 pm and was greeted 

by Stan Seto (FOG #18 and the final tour mem-
ber) and four members of the Miami Valley Tri-
umph Club (MVT): Bruce & Alice Clough and 
Charles & Chris White. Not only did these folks 
take the time on a Friday evening to drive out and 

meet us at our hotel but they brought coolers 
with wine and beer. They also had pre-ordered 
several pizzas for the group. This made for a spe-
cial end of the day wine hour and dinner that was 
much appreciated! Our visit with the MVT folks 

was fun. The group ended the evening with a brief 
inspection of our Triumphs resting in the hotel 
parking lot followed by a group photo. 

Day #4 lunch stop in Bedford, IN 

Day #4 lunch stop in Bedford, IN Meetup at hotel with Stan Seto and members of 
the Miami Valley Triumph Club 

Day 4  
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Miami Valley Triumph Club meetup Miami Valley Triumph Club meetup 

Meetup at hotel with Stan Seto and members of the Miami Valley Triumph Club 
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Day #5: Saturday, May 8, 2021 – Huber 
Heights, OH to Marysville, OH (73 miles) 
 

With the early Tour primarily drive days behind us, Day 

#5 started with a visit to nearby Macy’s Garage locat-

ed just a few miles north of the hotel in Tipp City, OH. 

We arrived at the shop at the 8:25 am and were met 

by shop owners Mark & Tonda. Mark guided us on a tour 

of the main three shop areas: the metal fabrication 

shop, the assembly area and the paint shop located in a 

building across the parking lot. Much of the shop’s work 

is client’s car restorations and there were several Tri-

umphs in various stages of restoration underway.  The 

meticulous workmanship and pursuit of originality is 

certainly a trademark of Macy’s Garage. At least one 

Triumphs being restored at Macy's Garage 

Macy's Garage 

Macy's Garage 

Triumphs everywhere 

Macy's Garage 

Day 5  



 

 14 July 2021 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement 

 

member of the Texas Triumph Register, Ken Wa-

silewski, has two Triumphs (1957 TR3 Smallmouth and 

1974 TR6) restored at Mark’s shop. The beautiful 

beige colored 1957 TR3 won Best of Show at the Drip-

ping Springs, TX VTR Nationals in 2019!  After com-

pleting our tour, official Triumph Tour 2021 t-shirts 

were presented to Mark & Tonda followed by a manda-

tory group photo.  

The next plan for the day was a visit to the National 

Wright Brothers Museum in Dayton with an option to 

visit the National US Air Force Museum if time al-

lowed. Most of the tour group voiced a preference for 

visiting the Air Force Museum, which has been visited 

on a couple previous Triumph drives, and is well worth 

another visit. Photos #33 thru #35 are general muse-

Macy's Garage 

Author presents Triumph Tour 2021 official  
t-shirts to the Macys 

Group photo outside Macy's Garage 

Triumphs arrive at National Museum of the  
US Air Force 

Son, Tyler and Mike Hado at early  
Wright Brothers plane 

Naturally, an Air Force Museum shows a US Navy 
plane in a crashed position! 
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um shots and Photos #36 thru #38 are photos of 
three historically significant planes on display. 
Having spent nearly five hours touring the four 

main hangars and lunch at the museum cafe, we 
loaded back into the cars and headed northeast 
for a short drive of approximately 60 miles to our 
evening’s hotel in Marysville, OH. Arriving well be-
fore our standard 5:00 pm wine hour, a proper end 

of the day wine hour was held prior to dinner and 
if memory serves me right (which it lately has 
not), we ended the evening with a glass or two of 

Port.  This was certainly one of our banner days of 
the tour with our full tour group together, great 
visits to a Triumph workshop and air museum, 

evening wine hour, dinner and Port and most im-
portantly - no reportable car issues!  

 

However, dark clouds were on the horizon and in 
the coming days car issues (especially for one par-
ticular Triumph) began to surface! 

Famous B-29, Bockscar, that dropped second 
atomic bomb at the end of World War II 

The Memphis Belle, famous World War II B-17 
that completed 25 bombing missions during their 

tour in the European Theatre 

Air Force-1 plane that carried President J.F. 
Kennedy's body back to Washington, D.C. 

And now there are six Triumphs! 
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Day #6: Sunday, May 9, 2021 – 
Marysville, OH to Pittsburgh, PA (234 
miles) 
 

The easterly jaunt to Pittsburgh started with an early 

breakfast at a nearby Waffle House followed by a 

drive along US-36. Missing a planned turn on the route, 

we ended up following US-36 east to Walhonding, OH 

where we were able to return to the original planned 

route. While travelling east along US-36 we eventually 

intersected US-250 and continued our eastward push 

toward the Pittsburgh area.  Unfortunately, another 

turn was missed resulting in our following my Garmin to 

Bowerston, OH where we decided it was time for lunch.  

Our chosen Bowerston Café was closed but we located 

a great local café across the street, the Western Grill. 

 

The after-lunch drive was mostly through rain along 

OH-151. At some point along this stretch, Stan Seto’s 

driver-side wiper blade stopped working. A short stop 

and wiper blade exchange put him back on the road but 

with the knowledge that he had just won his first 

Screaming Chicken Award!   

 

 

 

 

 

The remainder of the afternoon drive to Pittsburgh 

continued through intermittent rain showers but we 

still managed to arrive at the hotel around 4:00 pm.  

Several of the group after check-in to the hotel walked 

over to a shopping area behind the hotel to locate wine 

and snacks for our planned evening happy hour with Ed 

and Harvey Woods (FOG’s # 1 and #2). After a couple 

miscues, we finally located a small wine shop that car-

ried primarily local Pennsylvania wines.  Several bottles 

were purchased and our reunion with the Woods broth-

ers commenced at 5:30 pm in the hotel lobby/lounge 

area.  It was great visiting with the two Woods broth-

ers discussing several stories of our past meetings!  At 

one point in the evening next year’s drive was discussed 

and both Ed and Harvey expressed interest in joining 

the tour in 2022, which is tentatively planned to head 

west to Arizona. The group then headed back to the 

shopping area again to hopefully find seating for nine 

people for dinner.  Being Mother’s Day, this was a bit 

of a challenge. Finally, on our third attempt, we located 

an upscale burger shop that could accommodate our 

group.  After dinner while saying our goodbyes, Ed & 

Harvey indicated they would come by the hotel in the 

morning and guide us toward a good route to The Road-

ster Factory our first planned stop tomorrow.                     

Happy hour reunion with Ed & Harvey Woods (FOG 
#1 & FOG #2) Dinner with the Woods' Brothers 

Day 6  
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Day #7: Monday, May 10, 2021 – Pitts-
burgh, PA to Niagara Falls, NY (328 miles) 
 

A bummer of a start for Day #7 for Stan, as we pre-

pared for our departure to The Roadster Factory, his 

TR3B would not stay running. Several fuel and electri-

cal related components were checked with some re-

placements installed.  

We are not certain which replacement component 

worked, but he was finally able to start and keep the 

car running. His boosted spirits were a bit dampened 

once notified he had won the not-so-coveted First-To-

Breakdown Award, more commonly referred to as The 

Wagner Award.  The award is named after the first 

recipient, Fred Wagner with his TR8 breakdown dur-

ing the first couple hours of Day #1 on the 2012 tour!  

 

This was the furthest into a tour that the Wagner 

Award has been awarded, normally occurring during 

the first couple days. I will make note that Stan did 

not start driving with the group until Day #5!  This 

does reflect how well prepared the cars were for the 

tour this year.   

 

With all cars now running, Ed & Harvey lead the way 

taking us on several back roads heading east out of 

the Pittsburgh area. We eventually made it to highway 

PA-28, which put us on track toward Armagh, PA and 

The Roadster Factory. Ed & Harvey said their good-

byes and returned to Pittsburgh. We arrived at The 

Roadster Factory around 10:45 am, and several in the 

group placed parts orders. 

 

We were hoping to also take a tour of the facility 

since a couple in our group had never been here be-

fore. Unfortunately, we were informed a tour would 

not be possible.   

 

After finalizing all of the parts purchases, we headed 

north on PA-119. The route north took us through 

Punxsutawney, PA, home of Punxsutawney Phil, the 

weather predicting groundhog.  We decided to stop 

and have lunch in town at the Punxsutawney Phil’s Fam-

ily Restaurant followed by a short drive up to Gob-

bler’s Knob where the yearly Groundhog Day festival is 

held. 

 

Trouble with Stan's TR3B starting  
and staying running 

The Triumph Tour 2021 Wagner Award recipient! 

Arriving at The Roadster Factory in Armagh, PA. 

Day 7  
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Continuing the drive north, we passed through Buffalo, 

NY near the end of the evening rush hour traffic with-

out much difficulty and managed a few glimpses of Lake 

Erie off to the west. We arrived at our downtown Ni-

agara Falls hotel at 6:40 pm, which was too late to have 

wine hour.  So, we proceeded out in search of a dinner 

venue and finally landed at the Anchor Bar which was 

just a few blocks from the hotel and specialized in Buf-

falo wings. 

 

There was a noted relief amongst most of the group 

that evening knowing the Wagner Award had been won 

and the pressure was off! 

Lunch at Punxsutawney Phil's Family Restaurant 

Group photo at Gobbler's Knob 

Tour group at entrance gate to Gobbler's  Hill 

Dinner at Anchor Bar in downtown Niagara Falls 
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Day #8: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 – Niaga-
ra Falls, NY to Geneva, NY (154 miles) 
 
The itinerary for Day #8 started with a short drive 

of less than a mile over to Goat Island for a visit to 

Niagara Falls State Park. 

Being early on a Tuesday morning and with the weath-

er a bit chilly may explain why there were hardly any 

visitors at the park. Our first view of the falls was at 

the famous Horseshoe Falls.  

The Horseshoe Falls are reportedly best viewed from 

the Canada side, but the border into Canada is still 

closed due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. We next 

walked over to a good viewpoint of the American Falls.  

 

A follow-up visit to the falls is certainly warranted 

especially after the border with Canada is reopened. 

After a brief stop in the gift shop, we returned to our 

cars for the drive to the Finger Lakes area and an 

overnight stay in Geneva, NY located along Seneca 

Lake. Our planned route out of Niagara Falls was to 

head north for a relatively short distance and then 

follow NY-104 east toward Rochester, NY.  As we 

headed east, Karl Rettenmaier suggested we take one 

Early morning visit to Niagara Falls State Park on 
Goat Island 

View of Horseshoe Falls with rainbow 

Tour group at Horseshoe Falls 

View of the American Falls 

Day 8 
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of the several northerly two-lane roads to catch a view 

of Lake Ontario. Onboard with the proposal, we headed 

north for approximately 10 miles and stopped at a small 

village lakeside park for a photo op of our tour mascots 

lined-up near the edge of the lake. 

 

On the return drive to continue east on NY-104 at a 

busy intersection, Mike Hado was waiting for Stan Seto 

to pull onto the highway. With traffic in both direc-

tions on the highway, there were only brief windows of 

opportunity to pull onto the road and unfortunately, a 

false start by Stan resulted in a minor rear-end colli-

sion by Mike. Some body damage to both cars resulted 

but did not require any immediate attention. Perhaps 

more painful for Mike was taking ownership of the 

Screaming Chicken Award! 

Heading back to our cars at  
Niagara Falls State Park 

Tour mascots along Lake Ontario, not quite all the 
ducks in a row! 

Local village park with view of Lake Ontario 

Mike Hado earns right to carry the rubber 
screaming chicken after hitting Stan's TR3B 
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One additional planned stop 

was at British Auto Salvage in 

Macedon, NY. This is an inter-

esting place and well worth the 

off-road trek on a dirt drive-

way to the shop. The proprie-

tor, Ben Jacob, provided us a 

walking tour around the 50+ 

acre field, which reportedly 

contains over 800 British cars 

(Figure 3)!  Many of the cars 

are pretty much rusty hulks, 

but certainly there are still 

many restorable body parts. 

The cars are loosely organized 

by car models into rows.  

 

There are a couple workshops 

on the property where Ben re-

builds engines and transmis-

sions and stores parts extract-

ed from the cars in the back-

40. In addition to selling-off 

the used parts and rebuilt en-

gines and transmissions, he  

has restored a few of the cars back into running con-

dition for sale. If any of you are having a problem 

finding a restorable body part for your LBC, you 

should contact British Auto Salvage. Following our 

mandatory group photo, we headed out for the final 

leg of the drive to the Finger Lakes. 

 

 

 

Figure 3 -A Google Earth view of the British Auto Salvage yard in Mac-

edon, NY, note the many rows of vintage British sportscars nestled 

amongst the trees. 

View of one of the shops at British Auto Salvage 
in Macedon, NY. 

Rows of British cars at British Auto Salvage 

Rows of British cars at British Auto Salvage 
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At our final pitstop in Lockport, NY we parked at a 

MacDonald’s parking lot and a gentleman who is a re-

porter for the Niagara Falls Gazette newspaper 

stopped by to take several pictures of the cars. He 

asked about our tour and indicated he would post the 

pictures on the newspaper’s Facebook site later to-

night.  We checked later and found the short article 

and pictures. 

 

An early arrival time to our Geneva, NY hotel located 

next to Seneca Lake allowed for a relaxing wine hour 

at the hotel. Arriving to the Finger Lakes on Day #8 

represented both the midway point and the turn-

around point of the tour, we proceeded with opening 

the special bottle of wine that Fred Wagner provided 

us. Over the past several drives, Fred has given the 

group a premium bottle of wine to be consumed at the 

turn-around point of the tour. Yes, this is the same 

Wagner in which the infamous Wagner Award (First-to

-Breakdown Award) is named after. I will pass along 

that Fred not only won the first award during the 

2012 tour in his TR8 but followed up with a winning 

performance during the 2019 tour in his TR6!  

 

After wine hour, we walked to our dinner venue at the 

Beef and Brew and along the way passed a nice scenic 

view of Seneca Lake for a group photo. 

 

More British cars at British Auto Salvage 

Proprietor Ben Jacobs related the history of the 
salvage yard 

Tour group in front of main workshop at  
British Auto Salvage 

Ceremonial drinking of the turn-around bottle of 
wine at hotel lobby in Geneva, NY 
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Continuing to the restaurant, we passed a couple build-

ing murals requiring the need for additional group pho-

tos. Our dinner at the Beef & Brew was good although 

the service was not particularly efficient.  

 

All-in-all, Day #8 was a good day with visits to spectac-

ular Niagara Falls, a community park near the shore of 

Lake Ontario, and a British car junk yard. We also sur-

vived a fender bender resulting in transfer of the 

Screaming Chicken Award, had a brief interview with a 

local newspaper, consumed our ceremonial turn-around 

bottle of wine and had a decent dinner! 

Group shot at promotional sign overlooking Seneca Lake (Finger Lakes) in Geneva, NY 

Building murals in Geneva, NY Building murals in Geneva, NY 
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Day #9: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 – Ge-
neva, NY to Hammondsport, NY (105 miles) 
 

Departing our Geneva, NY hotel at 8:00 am, the drive 

south toward Watkins Glen, NY would be via state high-

way NY-14.  The route was pleasant with the long nar-

row Seneca Lake always in view off to the east of the 

road. Once in Watkins Glen, we located a Sinclair gas 

station complete with the green colored dinosaur 

mounted in front of the station.   

 

The village of Watkins Glen is very picturesque with 

historic racing murals painted on the walls of several 

buildings along the main street.  

While gassing-up we learned of an international racing 

museum located nearby.  After our visit to the museum, 

we headed south out of town for the current Watkins 

Glen racetrack.  

We pulled into Gate #2 of the track and purchased 

tickets for a three-lap drive around the track behind a 

pace vehicle. With over an hour of wait time before our 

track-time, we decided to find the route for the origi-

nal historical road race circuit. There are periodic road 

markers for the historic track; however, initially find-

ing the circuit proved somewhat difficult.  Once on 

track, we completed the course in a significantly great-

er elapsed times as I am certain the historic racers 

did! Now veterans of the old racetrack, we headed for 

Fill-up in Watkins Glen 

Historical racing murals on buildings in  
Watkins Glen, NY 

Historical racing murals on buildings in  
Watkins Glen, NY 

Visit to the International Motor Racing Research 
Center in Watkins Glen, NY 

Day 9  
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the challenge of taking on the new track!  Arriving 

again to the track a bit early, we lined-up at the stag-

ing area while a local Ferrari club, which included Cor-

vettes, Porsches and Alpha Romero’s, were practicing 

on the track.   

Hearing them going through the gears with their pad-

dle shifters and winding the cars at speed through the 

curves and straightaways was very impressive and ex-

citing.  I feel certain when our turn came to run the 3.4

-mile road course, they enjoyed hearing our throaty 

exhausts and mostly smooth manual shifting through 

the gears! Our pace car was a pickup truck which kept 

our maximum speed around the circuit to approximately 

70 mph. There was a couple from New Jersey in a late 

model SUV and a family in a minivan in our grid of cars. 

Despite the less than impressive competition in our 

heat, we all thoroughly enjoyed the experience of driv-

ing on the track. After completing our laps, the group 

headed back into downtown Watkins Glen for lunch at a 

local deli-shop followed by a quick souvenir shopping 

trip along Main Street. Our afternoon agenda involved 

a relatively short drive west to Hammondsport, NY, 

which lies on the south end of Keuka Lake (another one 

of the Finger Lakes). Once in Hammondsport, we head-

ed for the Glenn Curtiss Museum.  

Arrival at current Watkins Glen racetrack 

Staging area and line-up for our three-lap run 
around the racetrack 

Staging area and line-up for our three-lap run  

Arrival at Glenn Curtiss Museum in  
Hammondsport, NY 
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The museum contains a mixture of airplanes, motorcy-

cles, bicycles, boats and memorabilia from the famous 

aviation pioneer.  Although not a large museum, it was 

well worth the stop. With our reasonably early arrival 

to the hotel, we had plenty of time for a relaxing wine 

hour near the hotel’s outside fire pit . We would return 

to the fire pit area again after dinner for our glass(es) 

of evening Port. I discovered during wine hour that 

Stan had experienced problems again with his tail-

lights/turn signals thus winning him his third Screaming 

Chicken Award.   

Arrival at Glenn Curtiss Museum in  
Hammondsport, NY 

Inside Glenn Curtiss Museum 

Inside Glenn Curtiss Museum 

Wine hour at Hammondsport, NY hotel 

Yet another Daily Chicken Award for Stan! 
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Day #10: Thursday, May 13, 2021 – Ham-
mondsport, NY to Easton, PA (264 miles) 

 

Today’s itinerary included a short drive east back to 

Watkins Glen where we gassed-up and stopped for a 

brief photo opportunity near a downtown marina on 

Lake Seneca.  

 

The remainder of the morning would be an easy drive 

toward Hancock, NY, where we would then follow scenic 

NY-97 southeasterly to Port Jervis, NY.  We did en-

counter a few car issues along the way to Hancock.  

Triumphs at marina on Seneca Lake in  
Watkins Glen, NY. 

Beautiful view of placid Seneca Lake 

At most stops along the way, the hood to the red 
TR3 was opened 

Stan and ever present Screaming Chicken  
troubleshoot issues with the TR3 

Day 10  
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Our lunch stop was in Hancock, NY at the Hancock 

House Hotel Café, which had great food and service. 

 

 

Through the course of the drive, Stan experienced 

multiple issues with his car. First a nut on top of his 

front carburetor fuel bowl came off, then noticed his 

alternator was very loose, and his turn signal relay 

switch once again failed. Later in the afternoon, we dis-

covered that the bolt securing the water pump pulley 

had sheared-off and his water pump needed replacing. 

I will throw in somewhere amid all of these issues his 

fuel gauge stopped working! No problem in determining 

the recipient of the daily Screaming Chicken Award 

just not clear which issue to base the award on! 

 

Once on state highway NY-97, the drive was enjoyable, 

especially the last few miles where the road became a 

bit more winding and lined with stone masonry walls. 

We arrived to our hotel in Easton, PA around 6:00 pm. 

With Mike Hado having a spare water pump for Stan, it 

was decided Stan and Randy would change the pump out 

early next morning in the hotel parking lot.  An abbrevi-

ated wine hour was held in the hotel outside patio area 

followed by dinner at the Slate Quarry a hotel recom-

mendation located in nearby Nazareth, PA. With a late 

return to the hotel, no evening Port was planned. 

Pitstop enroute to Hancock, NY and the  
TR3 hood comes up 

While searching through his tool bag, Randy dis-
covers a surprise from a Pittsburgh Steeler fan! 

Randy is an avid Green Bay Packer fan 

Lunch at Hancock House Hotel restaurant 

  

Stan tops-off coolant prior to final leg into 
Easton, PA 

 



 

                                                                             July 2021 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement                                                                      29 

 

Day #11: Friday, May 14, 2021 – Easton, 
PA to Mechanicsburg, PA (142 miles) 
 
The original plan for staying overnight in Easton, PA 

was its proximity to Nazareth, PA where the Martin 

Guitar Factory and Museum is located.  We planned to 

visit the factory/museum this morning before the 

short drive to Carlisle, PA. Unfortunately, when I called 

to confirm the museum hours, I discovered all public 

access to the facility had been suspended due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. We decided to go ahead and stop 

by the factory/museum on the chance we might be able 

to at least see some of the facility.  So now with the 

successful change out of Stan’s water pump we headed 

over to Nazareth and the Martin Guitar Factory.  

 

Although I was able to follow an employee through the 

locked doors, I was quickly greeted by another employ-

ee who stated the museum and factory tours have been 

suspended. Well, at least we did see the outside of the 

factory. 

Not discouraged by this setback, Karl located an inter-

esting auto museum in nearby Allentown, PA. It was a 

short drive to America on Wheels Antique Auto Muse-

um. The museum contained an interesting collection of 

several vintages of cars and automotive memorabilia. 

  

We noticed across the street another automotive facil-

ity, RB Collection, which we discovered our museum 

ticket included a guided tour starting at 1:00 pm. Our 

itinerary did not accommodate hanging around Allen-

town until 1:00 pm, so we decided to see if we could at 

least peek inside the facility. Prior to crossing the 

street to the RB Collection building we gathered for 

another group photo. After entering the building, we 

were greeted by co-owner Alex Ruozzi who very kindly 

offered to give us an unofficial tour of their facility.  

Randy and Stan work on exchanging the water 
pump on Stan's award winning TR3 

Stan with faulty water pump 

External view of the Martin Guitar Factory in 
Nazareth, PA 

America on Wheels Antique Auto Museum in  
Allentown, PA 

Day 11  
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They had several nicely restored vintage cars on their 

showroom floor, which were for sale.  The showroom 

collection included one of the extremely limited pro-

duced 1964 ½ proto-type Mustangs, which could be pur-

chased for around $165,000!  

 

We then went downstairs to see their impressive res-

toration shops where we were joined by Alex’s brother, 

Alcides, who supervises much of the restoration work 

performed in the shop. Both brothers certainly seem 

passionate about vintage cars and working on their res-

toration. They also expressed a keen desire to look 

over our six Triumphs. I am sure the price tag to have 

them restore a car is considerable, but they are the 

type of people you would want to work on your car. I 

believe they were sincere about wanting to see our low 

five-digit valued cars, as they would be in checking out 

six-digit valued cars they are more accustomed to 

working on. 

America on Wheels Antique Auto Museum  

America on Wheels Antique Auto Museum  

Group photo in front of  
America on Wheels Museum building 

Showroom view at RB Collections in Allentown, PA 

One of the original pro-type 1964 1/2 Mustangs 
that is for sale 
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RB Collection restoration shop Ruozzi brothers checkout our six Triumphs 

 

Ruozzi brothers checkout our six Triumphs 

Co-owners Al and Alex Ruozzi of RB Collection 

Arriving at Richard Good workshop 
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After our visit at RB Collection, we next headed to a 

classic diner back in Easton, the Starlight Diner for 

lunch, and then on to our planned stop at Good Parts in 

Mohnton, PA. We arrived at Good Parts around 2:30 

pm. Although several of us had visited Richard Good’s 

shop on a previous Triumph tour, it is always nice to 

visit a well-organized workshop, especially one produc-

ing such great Triumph upgraded parts. 

 

 

The final leg of Day #11 was the drive to our hotel in 

Mechanicsburg, PA. At a pitstop along the way Stan 

indicated his car engine was sputtering again and then 

discovered a bit later his brake lights went out again.  

 

With Stan already keeper of the rubber screaming 

chicken from the previous day, there was no need for a 

formal ceremony of presenting the chicken to him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arriving to the hotel in Mechanicsburg at 6:00 pm, al-

lowed for a short wine hour held on the hotel’s outside 

patio followed by carryout pizzas for dinner from a 

local pizzeria. This made for a very relaxing and enjoy-

able end to a good tour day. 

Richard Good discussing one of his TR6  
upgraded parts 

Good Parts workshop  

Good Parts workshop in Mohnton, PA 
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Day #12: Saturday, May 15, 2021 – Me-
chanicsburg, PA to Front Royal, VA (139 
miles) 
  

Today’s itinerary started with an eleven-mile drive to 

the Carlisle, PA fairgrounds for the annual Carlisle Im-

port & Performance Nationals car event. We parked 

the cars on the hill overlooking the showgrounds and 

walked down to the show field area where all the Tri-

umphs and other British cars were parked.   

After visits with a few of the Triumph owners, we 

headed to the vendor and auto swap meet area, where 

the Western Pennsylvania Triumph Association (WPTA) 

guys set up their tents and used part tables.  We met 

up again with Ed Woods and his other brother Tom 

Woods who came over from Cincinnati for the event 

and visited with several other members of the WPTA 

group including fellow FOG members Bruce Stutzman 

and Ed Majors who had participated in portions of pre-

vious Triumph Tours.  

 

At 10:30 am all the FOGs present at the show met at 

the WPTA swap meet spaces for a group photo and an 

official FOGhood induction ceremony for the latest 

FOG, James Moore (FOG #56). James became the 16th 

A gathering of FOGs at FOGhood ceremony con-
ducted by FOG #1 (Ed Woods) for James Moore, 

FOG #56 

Jags and Triumph lineup at Carlisle showfield 

Arrival at Carlisle Import Car & Performance  
Nationals 

Day 12  
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Texas Triumph Register member to be inducted into 

this most prestigious unofficial organization of Funny 

Old Guys who have a love for Triumph sportscars.  

 

The remainder of the morning was spent visiting with 

the WPTA guys and walking through the swap meet. I 

think everyone in our group found something to buy for 

our cars or garages and enjoyed checking out the show 

field cars. Mike found a nice TR4 grill at one of the 

vendors. 

 

For lunch, we headed into downtown Carlisle where we 

met up with Mike Hado’s younger brother, Jon who 

drove from the Baltimore, MD area in his nicely re-

stored 1971 VW convertible Beetle! The lunch venue 

(Café Bruge) was a place I had met up with an old ac-

tive-duty Navy buddy back in 2011 when we attended 

the Carlisle Import Show. The plan for after lunch was 

to head south toward Gettysburg, PA and hopefully 

have time for a short visit to the National Battlefield.  

 

Mike, Stan and Ed Wood show-off TR4A grill Mike 
purchased at swap meet 

Overlook photo of showfield and swap meet areas 
of Carlisle show 

Hado brothers reunite in downtown Carlisle 

Ed Woods (FOG #1), Bruce Stutzman (FOG #15) 
and Tom Woods (FOG #34) at WPTA space in 

Carlisle Import show swap meet 
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We arrived at the park in time to get tickets for their 

overview film and visit to the impressive cyclorama mu-

ral of the famous battle.  

 

The remainder of the afternoon and early evening in-

volved continuing the drive south to Front Royal, VA. 

Arriving at the hotel close to 7:00 pm, we decided it 

best we head straight for dinner. We checked out sev-

eral restaurants in a nearby outdoor shopping area but 

discovered there were considerable wait times. In the 

end, our group split-up and headed for several differ-

ent nearby restaurants, primarily fast-food venues. No 

evening Port was planned due to our late arrivals back 

from dinner.   

 

Perhaps you are wondering about an update on the 

awarding of the daily Screaming Chicken Award? While 

travelling to the Carlisle show and during the drive 

south toward Gettysburg, Stan once again experienced 

issues with his taillights failing and once again an engine 

sputtering issue. This would be Stan’s sixth Screaming 

Chicken Award!  I will mention he did have some compe-

tition for the award today. When Randy returned to 

the hotel after dinner, his driver-side rear tire went 

flat. Fortunately, in the morning another guest staying 

at the hotel offered up use of a motorcycle tire repair 

kit, which worked and allowed Randy to still have a use-

able spare. 

 
Short visit to Gettysburg National Battlefield 

Portion of famous cyclorama mural of the  
Gettysburg Battle 

Lunch at Café Bruge in Carlisle, PA 

Jon Hado’s 1971 VW Beetle 
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Day #13: Sunday, May 16, 2021 – Front 
Royal, VA to Bristol, TN (344 miles) 
 

After resolving Randy’s flat tire issue, we departed 

the hotel around 8:00 am and drove through Front 

Royal enroute to the entrance to Skyline Drive, which 

is a scenic two-lane road that traverses Shenandoah 

National Park. We drove along this scenic route for a 

couple hours until we hit the intersection with US-33 

in Waynesboro, VA.   

 

In Waynesboro we fueled-up and had a quick lunch at a 

small coffee shop, The French Press.  

 

After lunch, we headed west to get to I-64W and I-

81W for the rest of the drive to Bristol, TN. During 

the afternoon when attempting to gas-up our cars, we 

encountered some of the impact from the cyber-

attack of the Colonial Pipeline.  A Shell station we 

stopped at had no gas! This was not a major problem 

since we were only 60 miles from our hotel in Bristol, 

TN.  We encountered no recordable car issues today, 

although Stan’s TR3 struggled a little taking on the 

hills along the interstate portion of our route.  

 

We arrived at the hotel before 6:00 pm and proceed-

ed with wine hour in the hotel lounge followed by din-

ner at a nearby Outback Steakhouse. This would be 

our final dinner with Stan since he would leave the 

group tomorrow after our drive to the Franklin, TN 

area and a meetup with his niece, Lori Seto and her 

family. 

Morning repair of Randy's flat tire 

Scenic overlook along Skyline Drive in  
Shenandoah National Park 

Afternoon pitstop at Shell station that had no gas! 

Day 13  
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Day #14: Monday, May 17, 2021 – Bris-
tol, TN to Lawrenceburg, TN  (357 miles) 
 

Our hotel in Bristol was located along US-11W, which 

the grouped agreed to take toward Knoxville versus 

the originally planned route. We followed US-11 west 

until it merged onto I-44 just east of Knoxville, TN.  

This route turned-out to be a very good route and 

likely faster than the route originally planned. After 

driving on I-44 for a while, it was time to exit for gas 

and a pitstop. We had developed a bit of a gap be-

tween the first three cars (myself, Karl and James) 

and the last three cars (Randy, Stan and Mike).  The 

first group took one exit and since we were unable to 

reach the second group by walkie-talkie, I waited 

along the exit ramp.  Unfortunately, they sped by our 

exit and took the next exit.  Before returning to the 

interstate, Randy called stating Stan’s car had stalled 

on the main road leading to the Interstate access 

road.  Mike had pulled up behind Stan’s car on the me-

dian of this four-lane road and was shortly joined by a 

Tennessee State Police car.  

 

 The police officer was very friendly and stayed with 

us the entire time it took to troubleshoot the engine 

issue. The rest of the group pulled into a parking lot 

located across the street from Stan’s car. Mike diag-

nosed Stan’s mechanical fuel pump failed and proceed-

ed to install an electric fuel pump. which resolved the 

issue. All-in-all a quick fix which also once again did 

not require any additional delay for presenting the 

Chicken Award to Stan since he still maintained a 

close watch over the rubber screaming chicken!  

 

 

 

 

By the time Stan’s car was ready to go, it was lunch 

time and the State Trooper recommended a nearby 

good burger shop. After lunch we decided to not re-

turn to I-44 and instead continue our push west on US

-70. This alteration proved again to be a good move. 

We arrived at the Arrington Vineyards located ap-

proximately 25 miles south of Nashville, TN shortly 

after 4:00 pm. and met up with Lori Seto, her husband 

Kyle and youngest son, Graham. With a nice selection 

of cheese, crackers and fruit provided by Lori and 

wine from Arrington Vineyards, we had a very pleasant 

visit sitting outside overlooking the vineyard.  

 

With still another 60 miles to go to our Lawrenceburg, 

TN hotel, we said our goodbyes to the Seto family, as 

well as to Stan, who would spend the night in Franklin, 

TN prior to returning to his home in Loveland, OH. 

Once checked in at the hotel in Lawrenceburg, the 

group walked to a Mexican restaurant for drinks and 

dinner.   

Stan stalls out prior to return to I-44 

Mike and Stan troubleshoot the TR3 engine prob-
lem with State Trooper standing by in case it be-

came necessary to put the car down! 

Day 14  
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Since there were still two more travel days until we got back home to Texas, I did retrieve the rubber screaming 

chicken from Stan. I know it was difficult for Stan to part with the chicken having spent a considerable amount 

of the tour together, but he did let it go. 

127 

Afternoon picnic meetup with Lori, Kyle and Graham Seto at Arrington Vineyards near Franklin, TN 
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Day #15: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 – Law-
renceburg, TN to Vicksburg, MS  (365 
miles) 
 

Today was to be a relatively long drive day to Vicks-

burg, MS, but included driving on a portion of the sce-

nic Natchez Trace Parkway.  We picked up the Natchez 

Trace in southern Tennessee and drove all the way to 

Tupelo, MS without hardly seeing any other cars.  

 

In Tupelo, we stopped for gas and lunch at a local BBQ 

spot.  We found our way back onto Natchez Trace 

Parkway and continued our leisurely drive until reaching 

the intersection with MS-43. We still had a fair dis-

tance to travel and thought it best to sacrifice a little 

peace of mind for more speed. We headed for I-55 S 

and continued on the Interstate until West Jackson, 

MS.  We then headed west on I-220 to I-20 W and 

arrived at our hotel in Vicksburg, MS before 5:00 pm. 

At check-in to the hotel, we were informed they had a 

happy hour just starting, so our final tour wine/beer 

hour was held in the hotel outside patio.   

 

For dinner, we drove into the old part of Vicksburg to a 

restaurant we visited on a previous tour, Rusty’s River-

front Grill.  

 

After dinner, it was too late to meetup for a glass of 

Port, since we knew the longest drive day faced us in 

the morning. Oh yea, there were no car issues through 

the course of the day and to my knowledge, Stan also 

made it back to Ohio with no issues! A day without a 

rubber screaming chicken has got to be good!! 

Driving along Natchez Trace Parkway in  
southern Tennessee 

Triumphs on Natchez Trace Parkway 

Final evening wine/beer hour at hotel in  
Vicksburg, MS 

Waiting for table at Rusty's Riverfront Grill along 
the Mississippi River 

Day 15  
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Day #16: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 – 
Vicksburg, MS to Houston, TX (412 miles) 
 

Our hotel was located directly across from the en-

trance to the Vicksburg National Military Park; howev-

er, with our longest drive day in front of us (400+ 

miles), there was no time to visit the battlefield. Tyler 

and I did walk across the street and snapped a few 

photos of the entrance.  

 

With the threat of driving into severe thunderstorms 

and the potential for flooding on the lesser roads as we 

headed west towards Louisiana and Texas, we planned 

for an earlier start and modified the route. We decid-

ed to head straight onto I-20 W and drive westerly 

across Louisiana to the Shreveport area and then 

southwesterly into Texas to pick-up US-59.  

 

The morning drive west was uneventful with fortunate-

ly no heavy rain. Shortly after entering Texas, we 

stopped in Carthage, TX for lunch at a El Rancho Mexi-

can Restaurant. As we continued south along US-59, 

Randy DeRuiter said his farewells to the group and 

headed back home into Nacogdoches.  

 

There were now only four Triumphs left for the final 

sprint to Houston.  At our final pitstop, approximately 

two hours north of Houston, James and Karl took the 

lead and quickly left Mike and I well behind. We had no 

issues on this final leg of the trip other than increasing 

rain showers as we drew closer to Houston. Tyler and I 

arrived home at 4:30 pm. It was a long day but not as 

bad as we had expected.  As is always the case with 

these tours, we are glad to be back home but hate to 

see the trip come to an end!  Even at sixteen days 

length, the time goes by too quickly. According to Mike 

Hado’s GPS unit, we travelled a total of 4,354 miles!  

Entrance to Vicksburg National Military Park 

Vicksburg National Military Park 

Day 16  



 

                                                                             July 2021 TTR Bluebonnet Special Supplement                                                                      41 

 

Although the drive is over, there were a few unfinished items to address. First, there was the End-of-Tour Party 

and tour awards presentation to attend on Friday evening at a local restaurant.  

 

A total of five tour awards were presented: 

End-of-Tour gathering Good thing I didn't use my flash! 

1. The Russ Seto Memorial Appreciation Award 

was presented to Mike Hado. This award is giv-

en to the tour member who is usually the first 

on the scene when one of our cars has an issue. 

The namesake for this award, Russ Seto was 

always helping us keep our cars running on 

these long drives.  Mike certainly qualifies for 

this award for his commendable efforts in pri-

marily keeping Stan’s car going!  

 

 

 

2. The second award presented was the “Boy 

Scout” Award, which is for the individual who 

always seems to have the right replacement part 

and pitches in willingly to help replaced the 

failed part.  This year’s winner Randy DeRuiter 

provided a replacement driver’s side door win-

dow for John Reynolds on Day #1 of the tour.  

He also provided various other parts throughout 

the tour including a turn signal relay switch for 

James Moore’s TR6. Randy also took the lead in 

replacing Stan’s water pump in the hotel parking 

lot during the early morning of Day #11.  

Mike Hado receives the Russ Seto Memorial Ap-
preciation Award (Roadside Repair Award) 

Randy DeRuiter takes home this year's  
"Boy Scout Award" 

End-of-Tour Party 
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3.  A new award, the Photo Chronicler Award, was 

presented to Tyler Smith for his efforts in 

posting pictures of the trip on Facebook. TTR 

member Doug Trapp (FOG #30) in all the previ-

ous tours I have been on routinely uploaded to 

his Facebook page photos from each day of the 

tour. Unfortunately, Doug was unable to join us 

on this year’s drive, but Tyler managed to at 

least partially fill the void created by Doug’s 

absence. A highlight was Tyler’s videoing of our 

extremely high-speed three laps around the 

Watkins Glen racetrack!  

 

4. Stan Seto, who unfortunately was not present 

at the party, swept the final two tour awards: 

The Screaming Chicken Award and The First-

to-Breakdown Award (The Wagner Award).  

With the unprecedented winning of seven daily 

Screaming Chicken Awards, Stan had no compe-

tition for receiving the overall chicken award. 

His Day #7 engine issues in the parking lot of 

our Pittsburgh, PA hotel was the basis for win-

ning the much-avoided Wagner Award! It is un-

fortunate Stan was not present to receive 

these two awards, but we can imagine the tears 

of joy he would have had during the presenta-

tion! Sorry Stan. The plaques for both awards 

have been mailed to Stan. Not certain where he 

plans to hide – I mean hang the awards, but I 

feel certain they will be cherished wherever 

they end-up!  

 

  

 

Tyler Smith receives a new tour award: the Photo 
Chronicler Award 

End-of-Tour Party 
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Another personnel issue requiring some attention is my 

sagging rear-end! More specifically, the rear-end of my 

TR6. With two 200+ lb. riders in the cockpit and two 

heavy duffle bags strapped to the luggage wrap, the 

TR6 hugged the road with a distinct positive camber on 

my rear wheels.  In the coming months, I plan to 

change-out and upgrade several rear suspension compo-

nents which will hopefully prevent premature wearing 

of the rear tires.  

 

One additional issue to address is where to go on next 

year’s tour? Some discussion of this topic surfaced a 

couple times during this year’s drive and there was a 

consensus for a drive to Arizona. Initial thoughts are 

we would use one or two places in Arizona has hubs to 

run several day trips from.  This approach should re-

duce the overall duration of the tour to no more than 

twelve days.  

In summary, our 4,300+ mile Triumph Tour 2021 round-

trip drive to the Finger Lakes region of New York was 

very enjoyable, largely due to the group of Triumph 

enthusiasts that participated!  Gathering a group of 

guys with a common passion for cars like our Triumphs 

and driving them for long distance tours on some great 

scenic roads is special. Then adding the opportunity for 

visiting several interesting auto shops, various muse-

ums, national parks and historical sites only adds to the 

enjoyment and memories of these tours. There is no 

question these long drives are a physical challenge for 

both driver and car and emphasizes the need for ad-

vance preparation.  Although still somewhat TR6-lagged 

from the drive, I am already looking forward to work-

ing up a route and plans for the 2022 drive and eventu-

ally will be looking forward to once again hitting the 

open road in my Triumph!                  

End-of-Tour Party 
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