
January 2021 

 
Harry and Scott H break a few things in 

Chuck’s Car - it’s how we roll… 

 
Cheer up!  Driving days will be back soon!  Is 

your car ready to go? 

Events this month: 
• 5 - MVT 2021 Planning Meeting 

• 6 - MVT Monthly Membership Meeting 

• 20 - TRA 2021 Planning Meeting 

In This Marque 
• Officer’s Reports 
• Events Calendar 
• TRA 2021 Report  
• Tech Articles  
• MVT Store  
• Classifieds 

Obligatory Disclaimer 
"The Marque" is the official publication of the 
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, 
Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the 
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers 
or members of the club. Technical data is 
provided for information only and no liability is 
assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety.  
We also don’t vouch for spelling or grammar – the 
editor is an engineer… 

Technical advice given within is the opinion of the 
writer and should not be construed as 
professional advice nor relied upon. They are not 
official advice of Miami Valley Triumphs, MVT 
officers, or MVT members. As with all 



maintenance and repairs the reader should do 
their homework and get multiple opinions. 

MVT Club Info  
Miami Valley Triumphs is a non-profit club 
founded to preserve and enjoy Triumph and 
Standard automobiles.  You do not have to own a 
Triumph or Standard to be in the club, just be 
interested in the preservation of the marque. For 
more info on joining the club and dues please 
contact the MVT Membership Chair (contact info 
below). 

President: John Coutant, 
john.coutant@gmail.com 

Vice President: Chuck White, 
triumph.driver@gmail.com 

Secretary: Mark Senter, 
senter1436@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Harry Mague, 937- 426-3802 

Membership: Valerie Relue, 
vleigh607p@gmail.com 

Webmaster: John Coutant, 
john.coutant@gmail.com 

Events & Newsletter Editor: Bruce Clough, 
937-376-9946, portabezi@hotmail.com 

Club Address – MVT, P.O. Box 144, Bellbrook, 
OH 45305. 

Club Website: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/ 

We are also on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/165489320475
1113/ - this is a closed group so you will need to 
request joining.  

Please send comments/suggestions to: 
miamivalleytriumphs@gmail.com or to the PO 
Box.  

Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 22nd 
of the month or when the editor screams... 

MVT is a Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(http://vintagetriumphregister.org/)  and Center of 
the Triumph Register of America 

(http://triumphregister.com/). We actively 
participate in activities of these clubs and their 
endeavors to preserve the marque. In addition to 
the above national clubs you also might want to 
check out 6-Pack (TR6/TR-250) http://www.6-
pack.org/j15/ and the North American Spitfire 
Squadron for Triumph Spitfire and GT6 owners 
http://www.nasshq.org/. Yearly dues are $20 due 
in May each year.  

MVT Monthly Meeting 

COVID-19 UPDATE – Until further notice we 
will not be meeting at Archer’s for the monthly 
meeting, but will be doing a web meeting 
instead.  Instructions on how to do this will be 
sent to the members by email prior to each 
month’s meeting.   

Officer’s Reports 
President’s Report 

    
A Hopeful New Year 

John Coutant 

December is coming to an end and Christmas is 
over but hopefully not the spirit of Christmas.  We 
had a virtual Christmas with both families using 
FaceTime and spent an enjoyable 3 hours talking 
and opening gifts and ending with everyone’s 
wishes that next Christmas we can celebrate 
together in person.     

Now that the New Year is here we have a chance 
to look forward to 2021 and what it means to 
Miami Valley Triumphs.  There is hope in that 
vaccines are here for COVID-19 and vaccinations 
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have started.  However, we still are in a period of 
high number of infections and hospitalizations that 
is expected to remain through the winter with 
restrictions still in place.  Although vaccinations 
have started, it will be some time before enough 
of the public is vaccinated to see a difference 
(about 50%).  Most of the members of MVT are 
“of that age” where it is expected they will be in 
the first groups to be vaccinated and most of us 
will hopefully be fully vaccinated (2 shots 4 weeks 
apart plus 2 weeks) by late Spring.  However, 
achieving levels of herd immunity (75-80% 
vaccinated) will probably not be until the end of 
2021 and a return to a more normal lifestyle. 

What does that mean for MVT?  Given the current 
COVID-19 levels and near-term projections that 
means no in person meetings at least for the first 
part of 2021.  When exactly is hard to say.  All of 
us need to be comfortable meeting in a location 
like Archer’s and that depends on so many 
unknowns.  We will have a meeting on the 5th to 
discuss MVT events for the year.  While drives 
and other events such as we were able to do last 
year are possible, some of our big events like 
TRA 2021 and Dayton British Car Day 2021 still 
have a lot of unknowns.  

So, in summary, the first 3 months of 2021 are 
going to be 2020 all over again.  High COVID-19 
infection rates and little impact from vaccinations.  
We’ll be having our monthly meetings virtually 
using Google Meet and we will not have our 
awards banquet in March. 

The next 3 months of 2021 will see a slow 
change.  Some of us will be fully vaccinated and 
willing to participate in tech sessions and other 
events.  We’ll start to have some drives and other 
events.  Hopefully we’ll be able to put on TRA 
2021 as it is at the end of these 3 months.  

Summer (the next 3 months) should start to see 
some impact on vaccinations of the general 
public.  Maybe we can go back to in-person 
meetings but at least have some events with each 
other to get together.  Dayton British Car Days 
may be able to be held depending on the park 
board’s permit for groups. 

Fall into winter (last 3 months) brings us closer to 
a more normal existence with a chance to have 

our meetings at Archer’s again, take advantage of 
the fall weather for some wonderful drives and 
conclude with our traditional Holiday Soirée and 
Holiday Dinner. 

So, there is light at the end of the tunnel – how 
long it takes us to get there is still a bit hard to 
predict.  We’ll make it there.  Anyone who drives a 
Triumph is be able to handle adversity with a 
screwdriver and adjustable wrench.  

January’s MVT Meeting 
Videoconference with Google Meet 

John Coutant 

The general meeting of Miami Valley Triumphs for 
January will be by video conferencing using 
Google Meet.  This will be our tenth general 
meeting using Meet so I think most people are 
getting comfortable using this technology.  

As a reminder, to use Google Meet all you need is 
a computer with microphone, speakers, and 
camera (most laptops have these built in) and a 
recent browser (Chrome, Edge, Safari, Firefox).  
You can also use a smartphone or tablet but need 
to download the Meet app first.  To join, all you 
have to do is click on the link for the meeting.  All 
this is explained in detail in the Guide to Video 
Conferencing on the MVT website.  Please review 
if you have questions:  
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/videoconfere
ncing-guide. Remember, if you are using your 
computer for video and phone for audio, please 
connect first by computer and then select options 
(3 dots on lower right) and select use phone for 
audio.  This way only one picture is displayed. 

Come in early to chat as I will try to open the 
meeting at 7pm with a start of the meeting at 
7:30pm.  The link for the January meeting is 
https://meet.google.com/odv-smpk-oqw and we 
will send this link a few more time before the 
meeting. 

Agenda - January 6, 2021 
 
Opening Remarks – John 
 
Request for Changes and Additions to the 
Agenda - John 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/videoconferencing-guide
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/videoconferencing-guide
https://meet.google.com/odv-smpk-oqw


Introduction of Guests/New Members – 
John/Guests 
 
Officers Reports 

• President – John 
o The new year, COVID-19, and 

other thoughts 
• Vice-President – Chuck 
• Treasurer – Harry 

o Proposed 2021 budget 
• Secretary  

o Approval of December’s Minutes 
as published in the Marque– Mark 

• Membership Chair – Valerie 
o Current membership, new 

members 
• Events Chair – Bruce 

o Summary of planning meeting on 
proposed events for 2021 

 
Standing Committee Reports 

• Technical – Bruce 
• Marque – Bruce 
• Memorabilia – Harry 
• Spare Parts – Chris 

 
Event Committee Reports 

• TRA 2021 – Bruce 
 
Old Business 

• Review of nominations for MVT awards 
and request for additional nominations – 
John 

 
New Business 
 
Adjourn 
 

Nominations for Awards 
Submit your nomination for the MVT Awards 

Don’t forget to make your nominations for a MVT 
member who you think is worthy of one the 4 
Annual Awards.  You can do this by sending your 
nomination to our secretary, Mark Senter at 
senter1436@gmail.com with a sort description of 
why you think that person should receive the 
award.  Optionally you can make the nomination 
orally at our next general meeting and the 

secretary will record your nomination.  
Nominations will be published in the Marque and 
voting will take place in March.  As a reminder, 
the four awards are: 

Marque of Distinction - Most prestigious in the 
club, and should go to a member who most 
personifies the character of the club in the past 
year. Most nominees have served as club officers 
and have promoted and served the club at both 
internal and external events.  

Press on Regardless – A driving award that is 
normally given to a person who perseveres 
through times of trouble during the club driving 
events or trips to faraway places, while 
representing the club, such as going to attend a 
National Meet, and always manages to complete 
the trip. 

Keep it on the Road – A driving award to the 
club member who is able to drive their car from 
January to December, demonstrating good 
upkeep and the reliability it brings in this day and 
age. 

Most Improved – Normal improvements are car 
performance or car appearance, for example: A 
club member who has a car that does not run at 
the beginning of the year, but has it running in 
club events by mid- or late year due to the work 
they have invested in the vehicle to obtain the 
better performance. A club member who has a 
rather dilapidated car in January and who has put 
time and money into the necessary area (seat 
upholstery, engine compartment, trunk, or body 
work) to materially improve the car’s appearance.   

 

Vice President’s Report 
(Chuck didn’t write one up for this month, so I 
thought I would - that will teach him - Ed) 

Some wisdom from the VP: 

• By invocation, we vibrate, and inspiration 
requires exploration. 

• Balance requires exploration - conscious 
living is a constant. Divinity is the driver of 
wonder. 



• Today, science tells us that the essence of 
nature is growth - consciousness requires 
exploration. You and I are lifeforms of the 
infinite. 

• Joy is the truth of learning, and of us - we 
vibrate, we heal, we are reborn. The goal 
of transmissions is to plant the seeds of 
ecstasy rather than ego. 

• We live, we believe, we are reborn - 
nothing is impossible. Conscious living is a 
constant. 

• You must take a stand against yearning - 
dogma is the antithesis of non-locality.  

• Only a lifeform of the stratosphere may 
generate this flow of curiosity - we can no 
longer afford to live with discontinuity. 

Well there you have it, wisdom for the ages 
(actually I stole this all from a New Age BS 
generator at https://sebpearce.com/bullshit/).  

But wait, just a few more Chuck wisdomettes 
before we go: 

• Singing trout rarely split eaves when 
startled.  

• Can we not be friends, said the lemon to 
the fork.  

• Patience brings rain and Swedish fish 
when heated to 400 degrees F. 

• When you go out for refrigerators 
remember to grease your trunnions. 

• Never spank the barn door while juice is in 
the wheelbarrow.   

• Binge flossing begets hot toddy pajamas.  

• Canned Billy Goats cannot take the next 
left green server without stratifying.   

• To flax, or not to flax?  Green dried fruit is 
not comatose.  

Respectfully submitted for Chuck White 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
As of 1 December 2020, the club account had an 
account balance of $3376.86.  For the month of 
December the club’s income included $127.00 
from Brown Bag auction.  The club had the 
following expense for the month of December: 
$12.80 for new name tags.   As we start the New 
Year, the club has as of 1 January 2021, an 
account balance of $3491.06.  Attached is the 
proposed budget for 2021 which is presented to 
the membership at the January meeting to be 
voted in the February meeting. 

As we all know, 2021 has been a hard year.  As 
we started 2020, the treasury had $4243.86.  As 
BCD was cancelled, our only major source of 
income was our membership dues.  We still had  
significant expenses leading for a deficit of $740.  
Looking at 2021, hopefully we return to somewhat 
normal activities, (Awards Banquet already 
cancelled and probably the summer party also) 
including BCD which is our major income,   As a 
result, the purposed budget will show a surplus at 
the end of 2021.      

In addition, the TRA 2021 National Car Meet 
increases the uncertainty of our financial status.  If 
the show were to be cancelled, we have 
significant sunk costs that would have to be 
absorbed.  On the other hand, if the show goes 
on, we could have significant income.     

I hope everyone has a great Christmas and Very 
Happy New Year and look forward to a great next 
year. 

Respectfully submitted, Harry Mague. 

https://sebpearce.com/bullshit/


(Ed Note - the proposed budget for 2021 is shown 
later in this Marque) 

Marque Editor’s Report 

 
Again not a huge amount of new stuff this month.  
Stan has given us the report he did on his trip 
west with the Texas Triumph Register crew - this 
is a long write-up with a lot of figures.  As I write 
this I have all the info, but have not started to put 
it together - it might be too long for this Marque 
and would have to be put into a special Marque 
edition - we shall see how much I get done over 
Christmas.  

(Ed update - Stan’s article will have to wait for a 
later Marque since I ran out of time) 

I did manage to also do a bit more tech stuff than 
what I wrote about later on Carma.  First I learned 
how to rebuild various parts of a Colman pop-up 
camper.  

 
Never thought I’d be restoring one of these 

It was time - due to water, mice, and wear-out 
quite a few issues had to be faced.  The new 

canvas won’t get here until February, so that 
might be a tech session - lol!  

Also had to fix old stinky - the oil leak on the Z4 
that made it a little pungent in the car sometimes - 
the valve cover gaskets had hardened and 
allowed oil to leak on to the exhaust.  

  
Oil leak fixed - Scott Stout can attest 

After 15 years the valve cover gasket had turned 
to rock - none of it was pliable. Replacement was 
pretty easy but time consuming since you didn’t 
want any gasket pieces that might break off, 
falling into the engine.  Slow and steady won that 
race.  

 
Bliss lurks in there 

Finally both the Forester that Bridget drives and 
the Outback Duncan drives needed accessory 
replacement - Bridgett needed a new alternator 
and Duncan a power steering pump. Both were a 
bit harder than YouTube would have you believe. 



Duncan did get a bunch of new parts on the car 
though - thank goodness for Rock Auto.  Last 
project is a radio upgrade for the Z4, but since I 
want the steering wheel controls to work with a 
new Bluetooth radio it’s not that simple - lol… 

Oh, if you have something for the Marque pls 
send!       

Cheers - Bruce  

Membership Chair Report 

47 
Still holding at 47! 

 Valerie 

Events Chair Report 

 
Apple Country Gothic 

December is gone - it really wasn’t the same - we 
had to go to an online brown bag auction with 
arranging pick up and drop off of the bags (still 
have a couple BTW - I might have to start 
dropping hints on who needs to pick them up…),  
as well as a very small Christmas Dinner. The 
events were fun though.  Thanks to all the MVT 
members who attended, as well as those who 

sent their regrets - all understandable - hope you 
had a safe, healthy, and joyful Holiday time.  

So, now 2021 is upon us and it is time to plan.   
I’m loading in an MVT 2021 Planning Meeting for 
January 5th - a day before the monthly meeting. 
Going to be a Zoom event I’ll host (get’s Pres out 
of the job of having to set up every meeting). All 
are invited and should see my email invitation - 
more info in the Event’s Calendar. 

As far as other January events it’s limited. 

• The monthly MVT Meeting is on the 6th 

• Operation Yellowjacket is in a COVID 
hiatus this month. 

• TRA 2021 Committee meeting on the 
20th. 

We might call a flashmob, or maybe a flash small 
group somewhere, and we might have a tech 
session pop up on the radar.  We are also going 
to have a TRA 2021 committee meeting on the 
21st.  

I would like to add that just because the COVID 
virus is still with us does not mean we will not 
have events - like 2020 expect drives and other 
events where we can distance. Expect tech 
sessions, and expect TRA 2021.     

See you at the meetings in Jan 2021! 

Events Tsar Bruce   

MVT Events 
Past  

December 2020 



 

2 - MVT Monthly Meeting   
Minutes 
16 members in virtual attendance and family. 

Pre-meeting: In keeping with past tradition and 
the Holiday Soiree the meeting will be brief. - 
John Coutant 

Officer Reports 

• President –John Coutant – Hello, glad my 
V.P. Chuck is here. So I turn it over to him. 

• Vice President – Chuck White –Glad to be 
here.  

• Treasure – Harry Mague – No changes 
from last month. 

• Secretary – Mark Senter –A motion was 
made by our President to accept the 
minutes as published in the Marque, It was 
approved by all. 

• Membership – Valerie Relue –We have 47 
members. 

• Events Chair – Bruce Clough 

o November: Did the Guy Fawkes 
Celebration Drive and Wine. 

o 14th Operation Yellow Jacket, 
Final bought the pre flared Brake 
lines. 

o 21st a tech session Chuck White 
Steering Column issue got a pic of 
Harry working upside down. 

o December Brown Bag Auction after 
our meeting tonight. 

o 12th - Operation Yellow Jacket: 
more brake stuff.  

o 19th - Back room gathering at 
Zemore’s Wine Bar & Bistro. 10 
people max. (RSVP Bruce). 

o Nothing else for now. 

Committee Reports: 

Old Business 

Nothing at This meeting. 

New Business: 

December is the nominations month for club 
officers and the yearly awards. Club President will 
do emails on this activity. 

Motion to end meeting was made, seconded by 
all, meeting ends. 

2 - Brown Bag Auction 
Virtually hosted by the Clough’s after the 
December Membership meeting with Bruce being 
the auctioneer ably assisted by Alice keeping the 
bags moving and auctioneer straight. 

Normally this is done at the Holiday Soiree, but 
with that being out of the picture this year we 
thought we needed to keep the tradition going, so 
we decided to do this over the web just after the 
meeting.  Thanks to all l who stayed on line for it - 
fun was had by all. 

 
The bags for the auction 



 
Auctioneer hard(ly) at work 

We had less bags than normal years, but not a lot 
less. The bags we did have were very high 
quality, most with some kind of silly/stupid fish 
thing in them as well as some used Triumph 
parts. One even had a wonderful bottle of 
inexpensive wine (glad we are all over 21).  We 
opened the bags right after a winner was declared 
and shared the “winnings” with everyone on line.   

Afterwards Bruce arranged for pick up and Harry 
asked the winners to send him checks for the total 
amount owed. Thanks all for a very successful 
auction in not so perfect conditions!  

 
Bidders were beating down their webcams to 

bid! 

5 - Christmas in the Village 

 
The MVT crew enjoying Waynesville 

Christmas 

Waynesville does this once a year, essentially an 
open house for all the shops.  This year it meant a 
little bit more getting out and walking around.  

 
Bruce was not allowed to buy it 

We (Stan, the Whites, the Cloughs, and the 
Senter “Bros”) had a great time walking around, 
avoiding people, sampling interesting teas (one 
was Kentucky Bourbon), and looking at a bunch 



of stuff we didn’t need to buy.  We even found a 
few things actually to buy! 

The crowds were actually pretty large, so a few 
places we didn’t go in due to distance guidelines.  
Afterwards we ended up at Zemore’s for dinner 
(everyplace near Waynesville was packed) and 
had great conversations recapping that zany 
Waynesville place. 

10 - MVT Tech Session Part 1 
Chuck & Chris hosted a tech session at their 
garage to start putting the dash of the TR6 back 
together now that the steering column lock bolts 
have been replaced.   Thanks to all who came out 
on a semi-warm Thursday afternoon - we got a lot 
put back but it will need another tech session to 
get it complete!   

 
Steering column back in - a victory!  

 
12 - Operation Yellow Jacket – Do not know if 
this went off - due to COVID concerns Jackson 

did not go, but I think at least a parts drop off 
occurred?  

19 – MVT Holiday Dinner   
Thanks to all who showed up - we had a small, 
but raucous crowd at Zemore’s in Bellbrook. We 
hoisted the wassail, burnt the yule log, pounded 
down eggnog and Klaxton Fruit Cakes. We all 
sang Christmas Carols and danced the happy 
Christmas dance. We then rode horse-drawn 
sleighs and did donuts in the deep snow. The rest 
we can’t print here… 

 
Oh look, wine menu at Zem ore’s - how did 

that get in here?  

22 -  MVT Tech Session Part 2 
A continuation of getting the TR6 put back 
together, Chuck and Chris hosted us again on the 
22nd. Two of us and Chuck watched Harry work 
on the TR6.  



 
Harry does something unnatural for males - he 

is actually looking at diagrams and 
instructions - bravo!  

A note from Chuck: Big thanks to Harry Mague for 
moving the completion of the assembly of my 
steering column forward.  Also, thanks to Bruce 
Clough, Scott Huey, and Sam Shortes for joining 
in on the fun.  Now the ball is back in my court to 
finish the project and remove the stuck gauges 
from the dash so we can get the wiring done and 
my car buttoned up.  Merry Christmas all! 

 
Scott and Sam debate the finer details of 

Triumph ownership while Harry works and 
Chuck looks for safety wire…  

Future 
January 2021 

5 - MVT 2021 Event Planning Meeting - We’re 
going to have a 2021 Events Planning Meeting on 
the 5th – please join us if you can, the goal is to 
develop a baseline events schedule for the MVT 
Monthly Meeting on the 6th. The link for the Zoom 
meeting was emailed to members, but here it is 
again: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82095997346?pwd=W
FgxdnQzS3VFYXg5eE5uemZVQm1Xdz09 

6 - MVT Monthly Meeting - Come in early to chat 
as we will try to open the meeting at 7pm with a 
start of the meeting at 7:30pm.  The link for the 
January meeting is: 

 https://meet.google.com/odv-smpk-oqw 

No Operation Yellowjacket this month.  
Weather is cold and we are also waiting for 
COVID to abate some more.  

20 - TRA 2021 Planning Meeting - Will be on 
Zoom - invite emailed to MVT Members. If you 
didn’t get it let the Events Chair know.  

February 2021 
3 - MVT Monthly Meeting - Look for the invitation 
to be sent  

10 - Drive your Triumph Day - Look for the  

27 - Tech Session - Clough garage, tentatively a 
TR7 topic.  

June 2021 

 
 
14-18 Triumph Register of America National 
Meeting - hosted by us! Clarion North Convention 
Center, Lexington KY  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82095997346?pwd=WFgxdnQzS3VFYXg5eE5uemZVQm1Xdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82095997346?pwd=WFgxdnQzS3VFYXg5eE5uemZVQm1Xdz09
https://meet.google.com/odv-smpk-oqw


TRA 2021 Update 
By Bruce Clough, TRA 2021 Chair 

Just a reminder that MVT is hosting the 2021 
meeting of the Triumph Register of America in 
Lexington KY.  This multi-day event will 
feature car shows, tours, fun runs, workshops, 
auction, banquet and gobs of other events.  
Focused on TR2-4A models, but it is open to 
anyone with an interest in Triumphs.   A good 
time is always had by all.   We are going to 
need your help MVT – this is your club putting 
this on and it is an excellent time!  If you need 
info of any type, including meet and hotel 
reservation info, head to the MVT TRA 2021 
web page: 

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2021 

 

 

14-18 June 2021, Clarion North 
Convention Center, Lexington KY 

Time to ramp up the planning again - we are 
having another planning meeting on the 21st of 
this month.  The Zoom meeting invite has been 
sent out, but let me know if you need it again.  

Some things to talk about this month. 

• Jeff Krupp did come up with a nice TRA 
2021 update for the TRA newsletter that is 
further back in the Marque.  

• President John sent a letter out to the folks 
already registered for TRA, as well as 
those who are interested letting them 
know we are both planning on a great TRA 
2021, but are also monitoring the COVID 

pandemic and if we have to cancel we will 
do that such that no registrant’s funds are 
at risk. 

• John is also sending out a survey to help 
us gage how much COVID risk possible 
TRA 2021 attendants will take - again, that 
is to help us make the call on cancelling 
should it come to that, or at least let us 
gauge the number of registrants that might 
attend.  

• We are also re-looking at our insurance as 
well as possible incorporation - something 
we need to think about. 

As I said we have our first monthly planning 
meeting of the year on the 20th - love to have you 
join if you have not already. We have some meaty 
decisions to make and input always is good to 
have.  

Cheers - Bruce  

TRA 2021 Chair 

Technical Talk 
Edited by Bruce Clough 

What you do to make your 
family happy… 
Bruce Clough 

If you remember, last summer Duncan liked 
driving the TR7s, but turned out he liked driving 
Inca better than Carma.  Why? 

Simple - Inca had a radio, Carma had a Bluetooth 
amp.   I thought I was going high tech in Carma 
when I put that car back together in late 2019 - 
you don’t need a dedicated phone, just put in a 
Bluetooth receiver and an amp with a aux port so 
one can attach an MP3 player. I did just that - 
mounted a Boss Bluetooth amp on the underside 
of the dash with the remote volume control 
mounted inside the glove box, then just ran the 
wires down and connected them up. This allowed 
me to conect either tha phone of my MP3 player 
to the system.  

https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2021


 
“Original” Dash 

Now I had a hole in the dash where the radio 
used to be, but this allowed me to add in a few 
things I thought were needed, like dedicated USB 
ports so I didn’t have to use up the 12V power 
port (aka the cigarette lighter) for a USB power 
supply.  I covered over the radio hole and put un 
USB ports and a voltmeter. I added a second 12V 
power port next ot the original one. Now I could 
run both a dash cam and GPS at the same time. 

This was really less than perfect. There are 
sometimes when you want just background music 
without having to fiddle with knobs or push virtual 
keys while driving - it’s called a radio station.  I 
found out it was a royal pain trying to shift music 
or change volume while driving the tours this last 
year..  Duncan picked up on this real quick and 
just drove Inca with that early 2000’s Aiwa 
AM/FM/CD deck in it. The other issue I was 
having was with all the gizmos plugged into their 
respective power ports my hand was running into 
them as I shifted, knocking them loose as well as 
causing pain.  

Yes, son was right - dad went really high tech and 
made something simple complicated, and I tasted 
that bitter complication several times in drives this 
fall.  Time to refix that one again!   

Back to the drawing board. I decided to install a  
Bluetooth radio media receiver (plays MP3 files, 
has an AM/FM stereo radio, Bluetooth 
connectivity, a front USB port, but not a CD 
player).  This would be the best of all worlds sans 
the CD player which could be made up for by 
using a thumb drive to hold music.  I did this 
because media players are very shallow - they 

don’t have to be deep enough to hold a CD player 
mechanism, just some circuit boards.  Also one 
doesn’t have to worry about mount angle (some 
CD players will not work in the TR7/8 due to the 
steep mount angle required to clear the heater 
box - that angle screws up the read ability of the 
laser mechanism).   

Shallow depth allowed another bonus - I could 
use a “double DIN” radio - a radio twice the height 
of “normal” radios in older cars. This gives you 
larger display area as well as larger buttons and I 
can keep it flush with the existing  console.  It also 
meant some mods, but we will get into that in a 
bit.  

So, as I said To make things easier to see and 
deal with while driving I decided to use a “double 
DIN” height player as well as our Amazon Prime - 
as usual, Amazon had plenty that are relatively 
cheap ($40) and received decent reviews - I went 
with this MPR420 Jensen. 

 
The new sound system 

So looking at the new radio it was obviously  
apparent that I would have to enlarge the radio 
opening (duh) which meant I would have to 
relocate the manual radiator fan switch, the 12V 
power ports, the voltmeter and the USB ports. 
Can we do this?  Yes we can!  I decided: 

• To locate the fan switch to the lower left of 
the center console where it comes in 
contact with the side of the transmission 
tunnel. This puts it close to the driver and 
the existing wires are long enough to 



reach. I will also have to think about a 
“fan’s on” light in the future.   

• To replace the dual USB port and  
voltmeter which were in the eliminated 
panel I just happen to have a dual-USB 
port with a built-in voltmeter. I decided to 
move that to the lower side of the console 
opposite the radiator fan switch, I will have 
to make a short jumper wire for this, but 
that’s easy. 

• To move the 12V power ports. Everything 
that uses these ports is attached to the 
windshield, so it makes sense to mover 
the 12V power ports higher up on the dash 
somewhere to get them closer to the 
gizmos on the window that use them. 

• To leave the old Bluetooth amp in situ 
since I am too lazy to take the dash out 
again.  Just cut the wires and re-attach to 
the new Bluetooth receiver.   

So, I know a few of you are saying “how dare you 
violate the TR7 dash like that - how can you get it 
back to original?”  Relax.  This dash isn’t original 
anyway - it came out of a ’77 FHC - this is a grey 
dash car and it has a black dash. As far as I’m 
concerned it is a prime candidate for modification.  

Taking the center console is easy enough - I have 
done it about a zillion times and am coming close 
on being able to do it in my sleep!  10 screws plus 
a shift knob and shift knob securing nut removed 
the center storage compartment and the shifter 
surround, another 6  removed the center console 
(the two top screws have been eliminated and I 
actually screw the fan control illumination bar to 
the ceter console). - what remained looked like 
this: 

  
It looks so naked… 

So, the first thing I did was to modify the wiring so 
I could fit the new media player and the updated 
USB and switch locations. I cut the existing wiring 
the the Bluetooth Amp near the amp (fortunately I 
could slip the wires behind the dash going to the 
amp through a gap between dash parts  - this 
gave me enough wire that I didin’t have to add 
any length). I then spliced in the new media player 
wiring, built new wired for the USB ports and 
confirmed that the existing wiring for the radiator 
switch was long enough for the new switch 
mounting location.  I also had to dig the original 
antenna wire out from under the carpet on the 
side of the trannie tunnel.  Now I had the wiring 
ready to go for the new media receiver:  

  
Not the world’s best photo, but the new wiring 

is ready… 

Now on to the console itself.  I measured the hole 
I had to cut, and it turns out a double-DIN hole is 
about the size of the existing hole plus the switch 
row below.  I marked where the cut had to be 
made and got my coping saw out.  About another 



10 minutes later we were ready for the media 
player. 

 
Dash Center Console with radio hole enlarged. 

Next I drilled the two holes for the fan switch and 
USB ports on the lower part the the concole 
where it goes along the side of the transmission 
tunnel and faces the seats.   

It now was time to attach the receiver to the 
console. Since this console doesn’t have any 
interior structure to physically attach the receiver 
to it has to be glued to the console. I used a good 
grade of clear silicone glue.  This will work well 
here since the media player doesn’t weigh much.  
I then reinstalled the fan switch at its new location 
and put in the new USB/Voltmeter unit.  Console 
is now ready to put back in: 

 
Radio, switch, and USB/voltmeter installed 

But before I could put it all back together I had to 
mount the two 12V power outlets.  These need to 
be higher up so the wires arent dangling all over 

the passenger’s footwell and interfering with 
access to the center-dash controls.   

It just so happenes that there is a nice place to 
mount them where they are close to the action, 
yet out of the passenger’s way - I decided to 
mount them in the fake speaker cover that is in 
the center top of the dash. This is the cover that is 
snapped-in and when you pull it open you see a 
hole in the dash that looks to be for a speaker, but 
was never used as one. Nothing much is 
underneath except for wiring connectors to the 
switch panel and instrument cluster - these are 
easily pushed aside for access and it’s easy to 
fish wires through.  Again, for those originally folks 
that are fretting right now, these center dash top 
panels are the last thing on the car to die, and are 
easily removable, so they are easy to get if you 
want to put the car back - go look at ebay. 

Anyway, I drilled two holes the right size in the 
panel overtop the non-used speaker hole in the 
dash so the ports wouldn’t interfere with dash 
structure, added wires, and connected them to the 
original cigarette lighter’s purple power wire.  The 
ports I used were “marine” ports, with integral 
covers to close when they are not being used.    

  
12V power outlets in dash cover 

With the power outlets installed I could now put 
the center console back in.  Before installation I 
checked out the circuits, including the radio, 
before putting it all back together - everything 
worked right the first time so I just reversed how I 
got it apart and put it back together.  I also should 
mention I segregated the screws based on which 
panel they secured to make it easier to get the 
right screw in the right hole.  



 
Center Console all back together 

One other mod I made that I thought I would 
mention.  On an original dash the heating and fan 
controls light bar is attached to the dash by two 
Phillips screws going into speed nuts accessed by 
holes in the bar.  Anyone who has worked on a 
TR7 dash know it’s sometimes frustrating to get 
these lined up - you can’t see, you can’t feel.  In 
Carma it’s worse since a DPO (dreaded prior 
owner) screwed the original speed nuts up and 
put in replacements of a different size (each 
different) and slightly different location.  This 
turned light bar installation and removal into a 
“cuss olympics”.  Since we are removing most of 
the weight that the center console would have to 
suport with the media receiver, I eliminated the 
attachments to the dash and just attached the 
light bar to the top of the center console with two 
small screws in the side. It now comes out with 
the center console as one piece.  

Media receiver works fine - son should enjoy 
driving this car now and Alice get’s her TR7 back.  
Interior is all done for summer, okay, I could 
replace/fix the seat covers and cushions, but I 
won’t yet.  On the the carbs! 

The carbs? 

MVT Memorabilia 
The Club has the following fantastic, wonderful 
memorabilia for sale.  Show your colors in public, 
on your car or on you!   Look at all we have: 

 
MVT Enamel Car Badge - $30.00 

 
MVT Cloth Patch - $12.00 

 
MVT Pin - $5.00 



 
MVT Car Flag - $5.00 

 
MVT Window Sticker - $1.00 

 
MVT Magnetic Signs – these can be easily cut 

so they are round. They are 12”x12”, 11” in 
diameter if cut round. - $12 

 
They look very spiffy on a TR7… 

All the memorabilia is available at each Club 
meeting upon request.   Pls contact our MVT 
Memorabilia Manger, Harry Mague 
harrymague@aol.com 
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Classifieds 
Classified ads are free to MVT members and run 
month to month.  We do not endorse anything in 
here, nor do we get any compensation in fees or 
royalties.  As with the rest of life “buyer beware”. 

  
Hardtop for Sale -Triumph TR6 Snugtop Custom 
Hardtop:  

• Black -Built in Long Beach, California 
• Factory Mint Condition inside and out, 

weather stripping, glass ,headliner etc. 
• Ready to bolt on and go 
• Hardware included -Price Negotiable 

• Inquire at tryanity@gmail.com 

FOR SALE - STA-BIL Storage Fuel Stabilizer, 
guaranteed To Keep Fuel Fresh Fuel Up To Two 
Years - Effective In All Gasoline Including All 
Ethanol Blended Fuels - Treats Up To 80 Gallons, 
32 fl. oz.   I bought too many, I have up to three 
available for $5 each.  Contact Bruce at 
portabezi@hotmail.com 
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Purposed Budget 2021 Miami Valley Triumphs 

Expenses 

Description   Month               2018  2019      2020P               2020A           
2021P             

Awards Banquet  March            $1278.00          $1354.00          1400.00                $0.00             
$0.00   

Year End Awards  March  $466.00 $445.00          $500.00           $674.00*      
$250.00 

Club Liability Insurance April  $225.00 $225.00          $250.00           $250.00        
$250.00 

Summer Party               August      $187.00 $270.00          $250.00                $0.00            
$0.00 

Web Hosting   July  $145.00 $210.00          $200.00            $242.00       
$250.00 

Post Office Box  August    $95.00             $106.00          $100.00           $118.00       
$120.00 

Donations   Yearly              $370.00            $150.00          $200.00            $150.00       
$200.00 

Christmas Party  December $147.00 $148.00          $150.00                $0.00        
$160.00   

Misc Expense*   Yearly  $241.00 $133.00          $150.00            $570.00       
$200.00        

Summary               $3155.00          $3041.00       $3210.00          $2004.00     
$1430.00 

Income 

Membership Dues  Yearly              $935.00            $870.00          $850.00            $995.00       
$900.00 

BCD Final Payout  October         $1100.00         $2000.00         $1750.00                 $0.00      
$1500.00 

50/50    Yearly              $140.00            $207.00          $160.00               $45.00       
$150.00 

Brown Bag Receipt  January $134.00  $231.00         $200.00             $107.00        
$150.00 



Misc Income**    Yearly              $244.00           $317.00           $250.00             $119.00       
$250.00 

Summary               $2553.00          $3625.00       $3210.00          $1266.00     
$2950.00 

Actual Club Financial Status 

Year     January 1st   December 31st 

2018     $4261.23   $3658.83 (-602.40) 

2019                                                         $3658.83                                     $4243.80 (584.97) 

2020       $4243.86   $3503.86 (-739.94) 

*The acrylic awards to be presented for 2020 were purchased early.  The next expense will be less for 
2021. 
**Misc Income and Expense include: Memorabilia, Computer software, name tags, Marque Mailing, 
extra BCD Shirts and other misc income. 
Not included in my forecast is the expenses and income for TRA next year.  We expect net income for 
TRA. 
 

  



 

  



 

 


