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It is with a tremendous amount of joy that I send 

each of you greetings in these first few post-Covid 
weeks in which our world has been reopening.   The 

return to much of what we remember before 

Covid19 is all around us and thankfully the Texas 

Triumph Register is right on board with numerous in 
person activities that have been like a drink of 

fresh water for our LBC loving souls.  Thanks to 

John Barrett for organizing our first steps back 
with the reinstitution of regular weekly breakfast 

gatherings during all of May, all of which have been 

well attended.   The biggest event, however, was our 

first in person monthly meeting at Len Myer’s beau-
tiful home & garage.  It was a tremendous pleasure 

to actually be together again for fellowship, TTR 

business, snacks and beverages.  I am already look-

ing forward to the next meeting on June 12 at Rick 
Cassani’s home so look for an email from Mike Hado 

with the address and directions. 

  

At every May meeting we elect officers for the 
coming year and I want to thank Rick Cassani for 

volunteering to be our VP of Events.  He already has 

laid the groundwork for a couple of local events that 

will be fleshed out and scheduled very soon.  The 
other new member of our leadership ranks is  David 

Fowler.   When we asked for someone to take over 

the Regalia Coordinator role during the meeting Da-

vid didn’t hesitate to raise his hand.  Thank you Da-

vid.   Our other officers from 2020 who will contin-

ue serve in 2021 are Mike Rouse, Patsy Papp, John 

Hanten, Mike Hado and myself.  The slate of offic-

ers was unanimously approved. 

  

You will recall that we celebrated the 40th Anniver-

sary of TTR in March and had a special edition TTR 

Logo designed to commemorate that occasion.  Very 

soon we will be receiving instructions on how we all 
may order Polo shirts from Land’s End that are em-

blazoned with that special logo.   I can’t wait to add 

that 40th Anniversary shirt to my TTR wardrobe.   

  

Remember to review a recent email that everyone 

received from Mike Hado which listed those of us 

whose dues were due at the end of May.  If you 

have sent in your dues by now, thank you.  If not, 
please send them in so you won’t miss out on any 

TTR distributions.  Our next meeting is on June 12 

at Rick Cassani’s home in Katy.   Until then, be sure 

to get out there & drive those Triumphs. 

From the President …  
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Dues: For members only. 

 

Our TTR club members join for a variety of reasons. Some 
of us hoped to be elected to an impressive office requir-

ing complete control over “lesser” members -or at least 
over their lesser cars. Some of us wished to own a Tri-
umph and wanted a little help finding a good one. Some of 

us wished to relieve ourselves of what we thought was a 
good Triumph and hoped the club would be full of pro-

spects. Some of us followed our spouse down the wrong 
rabbit hole. Some of us needed another monthly newslet-

ter to not have time to read. Some of us wanted to attend 

cool club functions at other members houses and check 
out the garages. Some of us wanted to get annoying annual 

membership notices regarding payment of dues. Some of 
us needed a weekly or monthly drive to a different desti-
nation in our Triumph. Some of us wanted a reason to 

make cookies (or deviled eggs) every month. Some of us 
were looking for social interaction and some of us were 

seeking a path to autocross or car shows or repair help. 
Regardless of why we joined, we all had to pay our dues. 

 

We have just as many ways to pay our dues, as we *do* to 

join. Some write a check and mail it to our PO Box. Some 

use PayPal. Some give cash at a breakfast club meeting 
with hopes we gave it to the proper person, and that that 

person can remember who gave it to them and why. And 
some choose the more typical approach of paying our dues 
by investing time and money in a Triumph. 

 

 My picture 
of the month 
was taken 

before our 
newest mem-

ber (John 

Markiewicz)) 
became a 

member (I 
hope) and 

while he was 
still paying 
his dues. As 

a somewhat 
long term 

TR6 owner, 
he had been 
introduced to 

Russ, and 

eventually to 

me, as well as a few other shops that would look at his 

TR6. He is pictured admiring his recently removed gear 
box, and basking in the joy of actually seeing his broken 

taper pin. For those of you that have paid that due, you 
know what a troublesome pain it can be to eventually as-
sume the pin has failed. Replacing the taper pin takes a 

few moments, but putting the car on jack stands, removing 

the seats, radio, dash support, carpeting, tunnel, hand 

brake, driveshaft, and transmission is the required “dues” 
to replace a broken $7.99 taper pin. 

Some dues are greater than others. Sometimes our dues 
come in the form of explaining why someone might want to 
‘join the club’ -or even continue to own a Triumph.  I hope 

my COVID dues were paid with my time off and vaccina-
tions. In any case, I hope you are reminded that paying 

your dues is something we all do in our own way -but mem-
bership has advantages. I am grateful that we have so 
many members in good standing, not to mention how many 

not quite members, in not quite as good standing. I am 
most happy after my dues have been paid -or at least af-

ter I understand exactly what the dues are going to be 

this time. 

Wondering Mechanic 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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This was the first in-person meeting following thirteen virtual monthly meetings due to the Covid situation.  This 

meeting also included a Zoom session for several members to virtually attend. 

 

TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:07.  There were 36 people in-person (including 4 on 

the Zoom call) plus 34 proxy votes sent via email, constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

Opening Comments – Hal thanked meeting host Len Myers for hosting the meeting in his large well-equipped gar-

age, thanked Fred Wagner for hosting the Zoom meeting, and proceeded with the planned meeting agenda.  

 

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership – Hal Sharp for Mike Hado – reported 200 member families, a record high.  Hal reminded the at-

tendees that Mike Hado will send out a “Dues are Due” email in May.  Payment can be by check or online via PayPal. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp – reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.    

 

Regalia – Hal Sharp for John Wakefield – reported that there is still an opening for a Regalia Coordinator to re-

lieve John Wakefield who has been the Regalia Coordinator for eighteen years.  John Hanten provided an update 

regarding the 40th Anniversary Logo progress with Land’s End Business. 

 

IT – Bob Pennington – no report. 

 

 Special Events   

 

• Pickett House Drive – Mike Rouse – reported that the trip had been cancelled due to inclement weather.  

He will attempt to reschedule later in the year. 

 

• Autocross –  Hal Sharp for Dusty Nicholson – still no response from the Police Academy regarding use of 

their track for a TTR Autocross event. 

 

• FOG Trip – was currently underway.  Mike Hado participated in the Zoom meeting from a stop in Ohio. 

 

• Local Event – Rick Cassani – described a possible event at a 1/32 slot-car facility in Spring, TX that would 

follow a Saturday breakfast meeting.  He will see if there is a possibility sometime in June, and report 

back to the group. 

 

• Non-TTR future events of interest: 

 

 July 23-25 – Kastner Cup Race - Portland (OR) International Raceway 

 September 14-18 – VTR Nationals - Edmond, Oklahoma 

 October 14-17 – Triumphest 2021 – Flagstaff, AZ 

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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Breakfast Meetings – John Barrett – described the April events which were outdoors, and noted that now the 

restaurants are open indoors as well.  He reported that they will begin planning the breakfast events at least a 

month in advance so the upcoming schedule can be published in the Bluebonnet. 

 

New Business  

 

• TTR Election of Officers –  Hal Sharp - reviewed the Nominating Committee proposed slate of officers 

as presented at the last meeting, and again solicited any volunteers for Regalia Coordinator.  TTR Member 

David Fowler volunteered to be the next Regalia Coordinator.  There was no discussion, and there was a 

M/S/A to add David Fowler to the proposed slate as Regalia Coordinator. 

 

M/S/A – to approve the amended slate of officers. The Officer Election was unanimous, and the 70 votes 

(in-person and by proxy) constituted a quorum for the election.  The TTR Officers for the next year be-

ginning June 1, 2021 are:  

 

 President – Hal Sharp 

 VP Special Events - Mike Rouse 

 VP Local Events - Rick Cassani 

 Treasurer - Patsy Papp 

 Secretary - John Hanten 

 Membership - Mike Hado 

 Bluebonnet Editor - John Hanten 

 Regalia Coordinator – David Fowler 

 

• MG Club Events – Mike Woodward   

 

 MG Film Event – Mike reported that the MG Club is planning to rent the Alamo Drafthouse LaCenterra 

for a private showing of “Inside the Octagon” (the MG Story) on Saturday, August 14 at 11:00.  Addi-

tional details will be provided. 

 

 Houston All British Car Day – Mike reported that the event will resume this year on Saturday, Octo-

ber 9 from 9:00 – 2:00 at the Wild Stallion Vineyards in Spring, TX.  Additional details will be provid-

ed. Mike will coordinate further details with Rick Cassani. 

  

• Upcoming Meetings – Hal Sharp – reported that we still need hosts for September and October.  The Oc-

tober conflict with the Houston British Car Day event was noted. 

 

• VTR Membership – Hal Sharp – Hal encouraged TTR members to join VTR and support the national all-

model Triumph organization. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:51.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten.  

TTR Meeting Minutes for May 
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June 2021  TTR May Meeting Photos  

After a thirteen month hiatus, the Texas Triumph Reg-

ister resumed their in-person monthly meetings.  

Here’s photos from that event, hosted by Len Myers. A 

great time was had by all! 
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Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

TTR May Meeting Photos  
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June 2021  Member News - Mike Hado               

New Members: 
 

Richard & Mary Barroso, Pointblank, TX – 1976 Yellow TR6 
 
KJ Janev, Fulshear, TX – 1971 White Herald 
 
Duane Goggins, Houston – 1973 Brown Stag 

 

TTR Birthdays for June 

 

Bill Beckenbaugh 2 

John Wieser 2 

Gary Fuqua 2 

Don Brown 3 

Stephen Wirtes 4 

Norma Seto 5 

Lynn Davis 6 

Eva Prappas 7 

Bill Sysman 7 

Andreas Zimmer 7 

Tom Niquette 8 

Bill Papp 12 

David Chapman 14 

Mike Henderson 14 

Kim Redding 15 

Jacinto Esteban 17 

Thomas Heyden 17 

Matt Strommer 17 

David Bryant 19 

Cindy Price 19 

Kay Raymond 23 

Jim Stock 23 

Charles Hubert 25 

Chris Kanyuck 25 

Len Myers 26 

James Moore 27 

John Collier 28 

Kimberly Tsanais 30 1971 Stag Ad 
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Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and watch for Mike Hado’s reminder email for confirmation. 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

Breakfast meetings begin between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & we usually eat Breakfast at around 8:00 am. Car 

viewing after Breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings 

Next Meeting -   June monthly in-person meeting  (also Zoom meeting) 

                                    Saturday, June 12, 2021 

           Host:  Rick Cassani & LeAnn Hill 

         2:00 - 3:00   Greet and safe socializing   

        3:02 - ???  Monthly Meeting 

 

   Location details in meeting reminder e-mail from Mike Hado 

Date  Location Address 
   

• June 5, 2021 I-45 Diner 19790 Interstate 45, Spring TX 77388 

• June 12, 2021 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 

• June 19, 2021 Another Broken Egg Café 1912 Wescott Avenue Suite 250, Sugar Land TX 77479 

• June 26, 2021 Black Bear Diner - Cypress 19823 Northwest Freeway, Houston TX 77065 

• July 3, 2021 Harris County Smokehouse Katy 222 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy TX 77494 

• July 10, 2021 Midtown Bar and Grill 415 West Gray St., Houston TX 77019 

• TBD - TTR 40th Anniversary Party Event 

• June  12, 2021 – Rick Cassani & LeAnn Hill 

• July 10, 2021 – Jeff & Angela Harris  

• August 14, 2021 – Louise Carter 

• September  11, 2021 - TBD 

• October 9, 2021 - Sharon & Eric Schumann 

• November  13, 2021 – James Moore  

TTR Club Calendar  
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Centennial Plaza, Round Rock, Texas 

September 24, 25 & 26, 2021  

 

Wild Stallion Vineyards,  

5969 W. Rayford Rd., Spring, TX 77389 

October 9, 2021  

VTR 2021 National Convention    

Sept. 14-18, Edmond, OK 
https://www.triumphsokc.org/  

Triumphest 2021   

Oct. 14-17, Flagstaff, AZ 
Venue - Little America Hotel, reservations available now. 

   Triumphest 2021  

Non-Club Events of Interest 

Kastner Cup Races 

July 23 - 25, Portland, OR 

HOME | Kastner Cup 2021  

https://www.triumphsokc.org/
http://www.triumphest.com/
https://www.kastnercup2021.com/
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June 2021  National Triumph Clubs 

Become a VTR Member 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR. 

Some of the benefits: 

• The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication. 

• 2021 VTR National Meet in Edmond, Oklahoma 

• Access to a large number of local clubs. 

• Website with reference material and members-only 
sections covering all Triumph models. 

• Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 
(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available 

• Clothing, regalia, exclusive items 

• Specific vehicle consultants and experts 

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org  

National Affiliations 

 

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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The TR Traveling Breakfast Club continued in May, us-

ing the restaurant selection criteria designed by John 

Barrett to provide a safe get-together experience, and 

room for parking and critiquing the cars. 

 

Here’s photos from the May Breakfast Club meetings. 

May 1, 2021 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 
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Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 

May 8, 2021 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 
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June 2021  Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

May 15, 2021 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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May 22, 2021 

Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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June 2021  Traveling TR Breakfast Club 

Photos - John Hanten 

May 29, 2021 
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Leno: Appreciation for hard work is 
fading, and old cars aren’t easy 
Jay Leno 

04 March 202 

Once I had a gentleman on The Tonight Show who had climbed Mount Everest, which is an amazing feat that 

is nearly impossible for most people under the best of circumstances. But this guy was also blind. Imagine be-

ing 29,000 feet up, grabbing at snow, not knowing if it’s night or day, with the wind howling and every breath 

a challenge, and you can’t see anything. Anyway, he was a nice gentleman and an incredible athlete who after-

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 

https://www.hagerty.com/media/author/jay-leno/
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ward had been doing motivational speaking. I asked him how it was going and he sort of grimaced. He said the 

frustrating part was the meet-and-greet after, when at least one person in every audience would come up and 

say, “Yeah, I was going to climb Mount Everest, but, you know, the kids have soccer and work is crazy and I 

just haven’t gotten around to it.”  

Like it was so easy except, you know, soccer practice. Here this fellow had trained his whole life to do some-

thing that maybe one out of 10 million people can do, had endured incredible hardship, and had even over-

come the fact that he was blind, and people were so dismissive of it.  

Maybe it’s because life has gotten pretty soft and we don’t make anything for ourselves anymore, but we’re 

losing respect for other people’s accomplishments and hard work, for what the human hand can do instead of 

just the human brain. I hear this all the time from guys who have their cars restored and who have never turned 

a wrench in their lives: All mechanics are crooks, they’ll overcharge you at every turn. They’ll moan about the 

high cost of a paint job, for example, not realizing that the paint is $600 a quart and somebody has to spend 

hours sanding it and finishing it because a good finish doesn’t come out of a rattle-can of Rust-Oleum.  

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 
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Our appreciation or understanding of other people’s hard work is fading, and that rankles me. The last time I 

pulled a transmission out of something here at the garage, it took hours and my hands were bleeding and cov-

ered in grease, and I thought, “Some guy only makes a couple hundred bucks for doing that?” That’s why I 

don’t usually question a quote for something we need to get done outside the garage. Good work doesn’t seem 

expensive when you think about how much actual effort goes into it, and that someone needs to be able to 

make a living doing it or else nobody will do it. Besides, I have yet to meet anyone who is getting rich by 

sandblasting rusty parts or re-chroming bumpers. They’re not overcharging—in fact, they’re probably under-

charging.  

Well, nowadays we watch these shows where they restore a car in a weekend, literally, and it seems so easy. 

The sparks are flying and guys are trying to ram a big-screen TV into the dash, and after a couple of commer-

cial breaks and some pounding music, the car is done. It gives people an unrealistic picture of what it takes to 

restore a car—the thousands of hours, many of which are never billed. Just the amount of research a restorer 

has to do, figuring out how things go together and what is supposed to be original, is huge.  

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 
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These days, Amazon will drop a package on your doorstep the same day you order it, so we’re also losing 

touch with how long things take in the real world. A very famous country western star called me not long ago 

and said, “It’s my husband’s birthday, he’s always wanted a 1953 Ford F-100, a red one, and I want to get one 

for his birthday. Can you get me one?” I said I couldn’t promise it would be red, but I would look around. 

Then I asked when his birthday is. She said, “Thursday.” I said, “This is Tuesday! I’m not going to find a car 

in two days. It takes awhile!” She didn’t get it.  

Next time you’re walking a car show, before you judge some guy because his paint isn’t perfect, think about 

how much of the work you do yourself. Unlike everything else we buy these days, there’s nothing quick, easy, 

or cheap about old cars. And while few of us will ever climb Mount Everest, restoring a classic car is enough 

of a mountain for most people. Give them some credit  

Credits: 

 

Text - written by Jay Leno for Hagerty Magazine.  The article was spotted by Mike Hado who requested and 

received explicit permission from Hagerty to re-publish the text in the Bluebonnet.  Hagerty was not 

able to provide permission to use the photos from the original article. 

 

Photos - the Hagerty contributing photographer who owns the rights to the photos in the original Hagerty story 

did not reply to the TTR request to use the photos.  Consequently, similar photos, all of Triumphs under-

going restoration from the TTR library, were substituted in the same layout design as the original article. 

Old cars are hard work - Jay Leno 
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June 2021    TTR Regalia 

 

 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Men’s Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 

or requests for new items, contact David Fowler, Regalia Master. 

   

See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are availa-

ble through Lands End on-line purchase. 
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June 2021  TTR Resin Regalia – John Hanten 

Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters, 

and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf 

plates. 

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors Other Triumph-related designs 

2021 Polar Bear Run  

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets 

40th Anniversary - magnet or coaster 

Pricing: 

•   Round Magnets - $5   

•   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets) 

•   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25 

•   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional) 
 

Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can 

cast to order.  jbh 

2021 Bluebonnet Run 



 

 28 

 

June 2021  

This month features Triumph TR8 sales from Bring a Trailer website.  The site has additional sales information 

and detailed descriptions going back  six years.   

Recent Triumph Auction Activity 

https://bringatrailer.com/triumph/tr6/
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June 2021  Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 

Are our Triumph projects ever finished? I just 
got off the phone with member, Jeff Davis, dis-
cussing his TR6 that had been up in Ron Harrison’s 

shop in Salado for quite some time. With Ron’s 
health issues, Jeff finally went up to Salado and 
picked his car up. He’s got a RATCO frame, all 
sorts of Richard Good parts like springs, triple 
Strombergs and etc. Jeff’s having some issues 

that I playfully call warranty issues that all of us 
seem to have after our cars have been either ex-
tensively restored, restomodded, or both. He’s 
having some issues with drivability and reliability 
that some restorers call the final 5% of a project 

to turn the projects into cars you can actually en-
joy. I told Jeff that it’s probably time to round up 
a small band of club members and spend a day or 
two on his car to see if we can knock out some of 
the issues he’s having. Look forward to a small 

write-up in a future column discussing how much 
we were able to help Jeff knock out his warranty 
issues. 

 

My 1976 TR6 (Patina) had some small warranty 
issues on its first big run on the FOG drive to Key 
West four years ago. It had all sorts of vapor lock 
and percolation issues once we hit the humidity in 

Orlando, plus I needed to adjust the shifter link-
age on the HVDA 5-speed a bit. Once I got home 
I totally redesigned the fuel system, routing the 
fuel line from curving around the engine block to 
one going under the front crossmember, plus I in-

sulated the entire line from the tank all the way 
to the carbs. It’s bullet proof now in summer hu-
midity, so all-in-all Patina’s as reliable as a Toyota 
once I got through the teething issues. 

 

On this year’s FOG run up to the Finger Lakes in 
NY, I was rewarded the chicken award on the sec-
ond day of the tour due to my brake light switch 
and turn signal flashers both burning out on an es-

pecially bumpy ride from Broken Bow, Oklahoma to 
Mountain Home, Arkansas. The brake light switch 
was one of the cheapo plastic ones currently com-

ing from the parts suppliers, so even though rela-
tively new, the plastic broke. Randy DeRuiter had 

a spare he had appropriated from another source 
that had all metal components. It wasn’t the best 
quality, but once we figured out how to make it 
fit, I suspect it will last longer than the plastic 
one did. Thanks, Randy! The turn signal flasher 

looked like the original one supplied on the car in 
1976. Karl Rettenmaier had what looked like an 
emergency flasher replacement, but it worked fi-
ne for the rest of the trip. Thanks, Karl. I was 
able to replace the parts back to Karl and Randy 

with Lucas items when we visited the Roadster 
Factory, although I suspect the plastic one I gave 
Randy will be only a temporary fix, if needed. 

 

When I got back home from FOG 2021, I made a 
list of the things I thought Patina needed to take 
it to the next level. One item that I never fixed 
when I did my restomod on the car 4 years ago 

was the fan on the heater. I get heat from the 
heater core, but – if I try to turn on the fan for 
the heater – it blows a fuse. I’ve got removing the 
heater core and fan, replacing them with a func-
tioning unit on my to-do list. Not exactly warranty 

issues, but something I should have fixed original-
ly when I had the car torn apart. I suspect I’ll 
find a mice nest in the heater fan when I finally 
get it out of the car. Look for a write-up on that 
(hopefully) next month. 

 

Another item is the seats. Arturo, my upholstery 
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guy added some stiffer padding and reinforced the 

diaphragm on the car, but long distances in the TR6 

still play havoc on my lower back. I talked to my Mi-

ata seat conversion expert, Dne’ Weir, who has put 
Miata seats in the majority of her project cars, in-

cluding her nice TR6 with a Mazda Miata drivetrain 

in it, about getting a set of Miata seats. Dne’ told 

me that 1990 – 1996 Miata seats are the ones to 

get for our car, so I quickly procured a set locally 

for $65. They are very rough, but have good bones 
and were much cheaper than the normal $200 - 

$400 most sets go for on eBay. The cool thing 

about the Miata seats is that they fit in the cock-

pit well, you can buy beautiful cast adaptor mounts 

on eBay from Niehaus Restoration Products, the 

replacement seat covers are available on Amazon 
for $115 and the seats come with pockets in the 

headrests for speakers. 

 

As I need to remove the dash support and radio to 

get to the heater core, it’s time to upgrade the ra-

dio a bit, too. The headrest speakers in the seats 

are well past their prime, plus one of the seats was 

missing the plastic pockets where the speaker 

mounts, so a quick trip to eBay got me new mounts 
and speakers. Crutchfield was kind enough to sell 

me a new Retrosound radio and amplifier kit, so I’ll 

be upgrading the audio system, too. Having the 

speakers in the headrest, along with the ones al-

ready in the kidney mounts along the console, 

should give me a relatively modern sound system, 
making driving in the car all that more enjoyable. 

 

I had originally refinished the plastic center pieces 

from the original wheels when I got Patina on the 

road, but after 12,000 miles of road use, three of 

the four covers are cracking. I’ve got a set of four 

new ones coming from the Roadster Factory, so be-

ware of the bling that will be thrown from Patina’s 
wheels! 

 

While having Dne’ on the phone discussing the Miata 

seats, we got into a conversation about trusting our 

recently finished project cars once completed. She 

told me that while her Miata powered TR6 has not 

given her any issues, plus her spending a ton of time 

doing the research prior to her putting the Miata 

engine and transmission into her car, she still didn’t 
feel confident in taking it long distances. I shared 

with her my same trepidation about my TR250 and 

Black RX7 projects. I’ve only put 10 miles on the 

TR250 since I finished it a couple of year’s back. It 

runs great, plus it’s got all the warranty upgrades 

that I discovered on Patina, like the upgraded fuel 
system, the Miata seats and a ton of other up-

grades learned from previous projects. That 

brought up the question on how many miles do you 

need to have under the wheels before you trust a 

new project car. Intellectually, having new every-

thing, including upgrades like Richard Good’s entire 
catalog, an HVDA 5-speed, a Nissan R200 LSD, an 

upgraded cooling system and a slightly breathed on 

engine ought to give you a very reliable new car.  

The TR250 has now been moved over to the regular 

driver section of the garage for a few more miles 

of QA, but expect to finally see it at a Saturday 
breakfast this year. I know Mike Hado will hold me 

accountable if it doesn’t finally hit the road. Patina 

only had about a 100 miles on it before I left for 

Key West, so it looks like the first flight after a 

project is considered complete is the hardest. We’ll 

see. 

 

The black RX7 is a whole ‘nuther issue! 

 

Early this week I got a surprise call from Rick’s 

Tanks telling me that they were finished with my 
tank and were shipping it to me free of charge. 

They did a beautiful job of fixing the area that I’d 

cut up to clear the frame rails on the Z. You sure 

can’t beat service like that! Guess it’s time to finish 

up the fuel system on the Datsun 240Z V8 project, 

too.  

 

 

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, 

stay safe!  

  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Upper Left – FOG 2021 Finger Lakes drive stick-
er added to the windshield! 

 

Upper Right – My $65 Miata seats prior to their 
restoration & installation into Patina.  

 

Lower Left – In Watkin’s Glen, NY. 

 

Lower Right – Continuing to add tacky travel 
stickers to Patina’s bumpers, along with my “I 
drove the original Watkin’s Glen Course” license 
plate frame. 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Upper – Some more Watkin’s Glen shots. 

 

Lower Left – Rick’s Tanks modified my Datsun 
240Z tank for free & shipped it back to me 
free, too. Can’t beat that customer service! It’s 
hard to see their “fix”, especially after I hacked 
the original up so well. 
 

Lower Right – Found some cool, metal signs dur-
ing the FOG run! 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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And so…..we are nearly back to normal.  This month 

saw the first in-person monthly meeting in more than 

a year, along with five breakfast meeting events.  I 

had thought it might be a rare event to have five 

Saturdays in a month, but after some research and 

cross checking, I found that the odds of a random 

month having five Saturdays is about 35%...so it is 

unusual, but not rare.  (However, it does put a crunch 

on the editor to get the fifth Breakfast Meeting in-

cluded in the upcoming issue, and get it published by 

the first of the month!) 

 

The in-person monthly meeting was a blast, and this 

issue contains four pages of photos highlighting the 

turnout and exuberance of the attendees. The break-

fast meetings were well planned and attended, and we 

have now moved to a point where the schedule for 

the upcoming can be published in advance.  Another 

milestone in the return to normalcy! 

 

In addition to the meetings, there was also content 

being generated with the FOG Tour to Upstate New 

York which will be featured in upcoming Bluebonnet 

issues with text and a plethora of photos. 

 

We will continue moving forward with in-person meet-

ings following whatever guidance is in place, and I 

look forward to an upcoming meeting (hopefully soon) 

where we can resume the pot-luck feast of snacks 

and desserts, and Nancy and I can dust off our time-

tested deviled egg recipe. 

 

In addition to the regular and special club activities, 

there are a lot of Triumph and British Car events 

that are now firmly scheduled that will provide many 

opportunities for TTR members to get out and show 

their cars, as well as participate in some fun driving 

events.  In September and October the events in-

clude:  VTR National Meet in Edmond, OK; the Texas 

All British Car Days event in Round Rock, TX; the 

Houston All British Day event in Spring, TX; and Tri-

umphest 2021 in Flagstaff, AZ.  There is a schedule 

page in this issue with more information and links to 

the events.  

 

As I mentioned last month, the relative proximity of 

the VTR National Meet in Oklahoma provides an op-

portunity to participate without a lot of travel. 

 

As always, I welcome any contributed articles from 

any TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, Tri-

umph history or trivia, or almost anything else you 

feel might be of interest to the club members. 

 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

From the Archives - July 2014 
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Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page 
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For Sale - 1969 Triumph Spitfire MKIII, overdrive 

with hardtop 

Texas Title. Exact mileage is unknown. Runs well, looks 

good, will make someone a very good driving club / pro-

ject car. Partially refurbished with the focus on driva-

bility and reliability.  Original steel hardtop and lots of 

extras included.  No reasonable offer refused!.  Con-

tact TTR member William Beckenbaugh for details. 

 

                   wmbeckenbaugh@gmail.com    

For Sale - 1969 Triumph Spitfire MKIII w. overdrive 

mailto:wmbeckenbaugh@gmail.com
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For Sale - 1980 Triumph Spitfire 1500 w. 

overdrive. 

Texas Title. Exact mileage is unknown. Only driven 200 

miles in past 4 years. Runs well with comprehensive re-

furbishment by current owner.  New interior, wire 

wheels, brakes, suspension, exhaust, and electric fan.  

Contact TTR member William Beckenbaugh for details. 

 

               wmbeckenbaugh@gmail.com    

For Sale - 1980 Triumph Spitfire 1500 w. overdrive. 

mailto:wmbeckenbaugh@gmail.com
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-

bership meetings on the 2
nd

 Saturday of each month except December (when we 

have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 

(281.807.4780).  

 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:    New Membership      Renewal Update 
 
Member’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
         
Birthday (month/day)  _____________/_____________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
        
Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________         

 
Street (or Mailing) Address:  __________________________________________________ 

 
 City: ____________________________________ State: _____  Zip:  _________ 

 
  Home Phone:  _______________ Work phone: _____________   Cell:  _______________ 
 

  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 

them: 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourself/selves and 

your Triumph(s).   

 

Year      Model         Commission No.                Color                                Condition* 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 

_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 

 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 

Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  –or-- 

 

On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 

TTR Membership Form 


