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i Expert restoration technicians show you how 
to clean up a rusty grille. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MVT Officers  
President: Stan Seto, 513-683-7974 
Vice President: Don Bigler,  
                                   937-253-1580 
Secretary: Phil Daye, 513-360-7262 
Treasurer: Carolyn Daye,  

              513-360-7262 
Membership: Eden Allison  937-429-
5331 
Events: Randy Wakefield, 

 937-367-4993 
 
Please send comments/suggestions 
to: 

news@miamivalleytriumphs.org 
or to the P. O. Box. 

 
Cutoff date for next month's Marque is the 20th. 

Obligatory Disclaimer 
"The Marque" is the official publication of the 
Miami Valley Triumphs Car Club, P. O. Box 144, 
Bellbrook, OH 45305. Views stated in the 
"Marque" are not necessarily those of the officers 
or members of the club. Technical data is 
provided for information only and no liability is 
assumed for suitability, applicability, or safety. 
Miami Valley Triumphs is a registered chapter of 
the Vintage Triumph Register and a local center 
of the Triumph Register of America. Membership 
is $20 yearly and is usually paid in May. Non-
renewing members are deleted  from the mailing 
list. Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at Fuddruckers Restaurant on Kingsbridge 
Drive, behind the Dayton Mall, unless otherwise 
noted in the "Marque". General membership 
meetings are at 8:00 pm with informal dinner 
starting at 6:00 pm prior to the meeting. Anyone 
interested is most heartily invited to attend. 
Triumph car ownership is not required. 



The President’s Comments,  
The President’s Comments, May 
Marque, 2009
 
We are headed to May! First thing is not 
May Showers, but rather Jimmy Carter, 
who has just been operated on for a 
tumor, larger than his kidney. We wish 
him well in his recovery and that 
Marlene’s responsibilities in his 
recovery would be reduced by the help 
of those around her. Those of us who 
saw Jimmy at the April Meeting, knew 
he was struggling with his health, and 
perhaps this operation is the start of the 
road back for him. Please put him on 
your prayer lists.  
 
At the April Meeting, the trophies were 
given out to winners of the club awards, 
starting with Marque of Distinction, 
Randy Wakefield, followed by Press on 
Regardless to Roger Rutledge, Most 
Improved to Ted Allison and Keep It On 
The Road to Chuck White. Chuck 
distinguished himself by donating the 
value of the Moss Motors certificates we 
give, back to the club. A commendable 
action, Thank you, Chuck.  
 
Speaking of commendable actions, Lois 
Bigler, did another excellent job in 
setting up the meeting place at 
Tumbleweeds. We did dinner in their 
main dining room and the meeting in an 
annex backing the bar. That room was 
long and thin, but we should be doing 
both the meal and the meeting in it in 
May. The Turn-out was great, also, as 
we had about thirty-five members and 
spouses attending. Thanks to all of you 
for turning out, and let’s have another 
big group in May.  
 
Seven or eight of us showed up to help 
Mrs. Claire Ellifritt move all of Wally’s, 

her late husband, car parts out of the 
attic spaces they were in to the ground 
floor to be sorted and sold. Though we 
started with Triumph parts, we ended up 
moving almost everything imaginable, 
from Lotus and Mazda to MG. Wally 
certainly had a stock pile of old stuff, 
new old stuff, new stuff and 
unidentifiable stuff. It was suggested to 
Clare that she needed just one person to 
come in and bid on all of it, Schumaker 
perhaps, but maybe not Householder. 
Turn out Wally had and saved two or 
three boxes of Playboy Magazines from 
the fifties and sixties. They looked to be 
in pretty good condition, and should 
fetch a pretty penny.  
 
By the time you get this issue of the 
Marque, the Spring Tour will have been 
run, Bruce has had to narrow the venue 
to a Sunday Afternoon, but I hope many 
of you can join us on this romp.  
 
We had the first meeting for BCD Day 
with the MG Club. Big item will be the 
Tee shirts, which are going to have some 
pretty nice art work on them as we 
celebrate anniversaries for the Morgan 
(100) and Mini (50). Also included will 
be the National Meet of the North 
American Spitfire Squadron, a group we 
are always happy to see. 
.  
 
    Thanks for listening,         Stan Seto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                 MAY MEETING 
We will have our May 6 meeting at the 
Tumbleweed Southwest Grill at 2030 East 
Dorothy Lane, Kettering, Ohio, 45420, 
Phone 937 395 0419. Take Exit 10 [Indian 
Ripple] off I-675. Go west 1.8 miles, Indian 
Ripple becomes Dorothy Lane after you 
cross County Line Road.  Tumbleweed is on 
the south side of Dorothy Lane in front of 
Elder- Beerman and  Sears.(same lot) The 
Tumbleweed has a room in the front part of 
the restaurant  that is separate from rest of 
restaurant. We should not be bothered by 
any patron noises other than our own. 
I will have my cell phone with me and turned 
on, so call if you encounter problems. 937 
603 6194  or Events Chair Randy 937-367-
4993. 
 
SEE YOU AT THE MEETING 
 

Jay Sends a Pelosi video 
I watched the minimal car discussed at 
length. Here is the butt of the jokes 
about the Pelosi car. You may recognize 
it. 

 
 
I began to think this a rather dated idea 
actually. There were seemingly no end 
of dumb hippies that had this green idea 
in the 60s. Of course, they all failed to 
track along any longer than the ill fated 
Yugo. Nevertheless, don’t think that the 
copiers across the biggest pond 

inattentive and without patent violating 
ideas. Behold. 

 
And as is many times the case, it is ugly. 

 
 
When the first “Not so” Smart car went 
by us, I told Kattie to mark this day as 
one of the last times that we would see 
the little creation. Winter set in. Last I 
checked, we are not all commuters 
within a small city. Farmers and families 
will not be well served by such. 

 
Thanks Jay. 



 

Events 
April 2009 
 
16 April Two or more MVT members 
attend the TajMaGaraj open house. 
Randy sees Jay with drink in hand 
touring the facility.  

 
Others note Randy’s jacket has a large 
Union Jack. What else does a British-
American wear to a German car garage? 
Impressive collection and first notch 
food delight! 

 
17 April – Our friend Jimmy Carter 
underwent some serious surgery. Prayers 
go out to he and Marlene for a good 
recovery and smooth return to normal 
home life. No chasing the nurses Jimmy 
or we send the guy with the dipstick! 
19 April Greater Cincy Model Car show 
is a hit. Randy Sr. and Jr. hit high speeds 
in West Chester trying to navigate 
around a blockage on Rt. 747. At one 
point we were looking at the convention 

building at less than a quarter mile the 
OTHER side of construction barriers. 

 
ii Circle track veteran undergoes repair in a 
diorama of typical trackside action. 

 
iii Period correct vinal top pattern and 
opening entryways set this Mopar off. It was 
displayed on a rotating mirror. 

21 April Harry Mague had knee 
surgery at WP. Get well Harry. 
Mind the torque steer till yer better! 
(pilot humor) 
24 April Jimmy Carter goes to 
Heartland Rehab Center off N 
Fairfield Rd.(room 120) after surgery. 
We wish him a speedy recovery. 
26 April Bruce leads a Spring tour of 
the roads less travelled. A great time 
was had by all. No breakdowns of 
course. 
26 April SCCA Test & Tune at Kil-
Kare Speedway. 
Info @ 
worscca.org/racing/schedule.php?type=1 
 
 
 



MAY 2009 
3 May Hot Wheels Collectors Show 
and swap. Info :John Hodges 937-276-
5246 
EAA- Fly-in at Moraine Air Park 
6 May –MVT monthly meeting @ 
Tumbleweed. 
9 May Scottish Weekend 
9 May AACA –Car Show at Western 
reserve. Details on BigAlslist.com. 
9 May Car Show DaddyKatz on S. 
Dixie. Tiki fans will be thrown back in 
time as the rat rods gather! 
12 May BCD- Plan team meets at 
Poelking Lanes. 1900 hrs. 
15 May AFM- Night at the Museum. A 
tour of open cockpits and stories of the 
unexplainable. Do spirits move in the 
museum at night? 1800-2200 hrs. 
Info@ nationalmuseum.af.mil 
15 May- Monterey Festival begins in 
CA. 
 
16 May British Cars at the Market. 
08:00 proceeds to British Transportation 
Museum. Meet at 2nd St. Market. 

 
iv 2008 Edition of the show. 

17 May British Car Show 
I was asked to put together a caravan to the 
Columbus BCD, Sunday, May 17th, for our 
club.  Since registration starts at 9am, I 
tentatively plan on leaving Xenia by 8am.  
The route north will depend on who would 
like to join us and where we can meet but 
will generally be non-Interstate highways.  If 
you'd like to be a part of this trip, please let 

me know by the May MVT meeting (May 
6th) so we can coordinate a rendezvous 
point.  Thanks. 
  
Chuck 
  

 
 
17 May ALMS Salt Lake Utah on CBS 
23 May Car show: Taj kruisers show at 
Lincoln Park. Web search 
Tajmagaraj.com 
31 May SCCA Points Event @ Kil-Kare  

Spring and warmer weather are here! As 
my favorite aero team says..”Okay 
Thunderbirds, Lets run ‘em up !” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Coming in June 
 
6 June – Iowa British Car Show. 
Also British Car bash in 
Paducah Ky. Flyer available. 
 

 
 
10 June Hot Rod Power Tour visits 
Dayton. Of all places, the most motor 
dead place in town! UD arena parking 
lot. The Hot Rod magazine sponsored 
tour goes coast to coast. Many entrants 
do the whole tour. It makes me want to 
retire. 
 
MVT Slot Car Racing Challenge! T/R 
Motorplex will host a no excuses contest 
of slot car racing testosterone. Details 
forthcoming. 
 
12-13 June LeMans say no more. 

26 June AF- Tattoo : The Air Force 
starts the 4rth of July off with the best 
air show in town. Band of Flight plays 
favorites as the aircraft make quality fly 
bys. 
26-8 June Mid-Ohio Vintage Races 
 
Brian Smith has our grille badges. See 
him for yours before supplies are 
depleated. 
 

 
 
A Good Way ..to get the 
chrome back into shining shape.
 RL Wakefield 
 
The case was as follows. A certain Mini 
had been passed about for years. When 
purchased for restoration, the grillwork 
was coated in light brown oxidation 
known unpleasantly as rust. The little car 
did not even have an original style grille. 
The hope was to run the grille until a 
suitable and correct vintage piece could 
be sourced. To extend the present piece, 
a little elbow grease and some slick 
chemical was applied. 
This amateur restorer has many hours 
toiled with a wire brush that is about the 
size of a tooth brush. These little brushes 
are able to fleck away the scale like 
substance of corrosion. Cleaning down 
to metal is always desired if not possible. 
After cleaning, a rust inhibiting coat of 



paint is desired. For chrome, the bare 
metal requires a re-chroming process. Or 
does it.  

 

v Technician Jayla gets ready to work. 

 The removal of scale from 
chrome can be accomplished with a 
softer application of the old wire brush. 
Then, our intrepid worker will apply a 
light coating of “The Right Stuff”. As 
long as Grand dad like attention is 
lovingly paid to little grand kids, the 
technician seems to patiently rub lightly 
dissolved residue away with a rough 
paper towel. The area is hopefully still 
chromed for the most part so; like zits,  
they are much less ugly when the 
swelling is gone.  

 
vi Rj tends to Spifire carburation while the 
girls shine the grille. 

The Right Stuff contains some 
phosphorous content that turns the pin 
hole rust damage black so that it is much 
less noticeable. A re-chrome will not be 
needed yet. 
 It is nice to share the hobby with 
such gifted professionals as Jayla and 

Amya. Here is one more look at he girls 
at work. (you know I am in trouble if I 
don’t put these pictures in the article , 
right?) The girls tiny fingers easily 
reached small areas between the bars.. It 
was remarkable just how well they did. 
A new set Falken 165-10s arrived and 
were mounted by the local Goodyear 
shop. They said that the head on their 
machine was bigger then the little 
Cosmic wheels that it was to hold.  

 
vii Adorable Amya never fails to smile for a 
camera. 

 

 
viii This grille is wrong for a 60 Mini. It will 
do for now and does not look too bad does it? 

On to the TR-6! The engine builder has 
almost owned up to building too tight of 
an engine. The engine is on its way back 
to the shop. 
 
Randy’s web group buddy Vin sends a 
link to pictures of two beauties (Connie 
and her friend) that some of you may 
like to see. Enjoy. 
http://www.vinwragg .com/php/ viewtopic. 
php?t=577 



Web Traffic April-May 2009

 
Check out oldride.com !! 
Anyone enjoy shopping?? 
Triumph prices are spreading out as to 
indicate a greater number of well 
restored cars or parts cars. $2400 is a bit 
high for a cobbled up old parts car eh? 
Nice old cars are starting to disappear 
altogether. This bodes well for those of 
us who have made our investments. It 
does however, make it more difficult to 
help new members interested in joining 
our group unless they are willing to 
make a large outlay of funds. 
 
Chuck passed a note on the Triumph 
Across America status on 7 April. 
Send responses to Tim at 
thebujas@comcast.net. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: On Behalf Of Ann and Tim Buja 
(thebujas@comcast.net) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 07, 2009 1:34 AM 
To: triumphs@autox.team.net 
Subject: [TR] Triumph TransAmerica Stag - 
A/C help needed 

 
 
This note is being posted to both the Stag 
and Triumphs mailing lists. 
 
ISOA is in need of help to update the Stag's 
air conditioning unit.  We would like to 
replace the OE York compressor with a 
modern compressor that will consume less 
power and create less vibration while in 
operation than the York compressor.  If you 
have updated the air conditioning in your 
Stag 
and can help, please specify which 
manufacturer and model of compressor you 
used.  We plan on keeping the original v-belt 
and not going to a serpentine belt. In 
addition, please specify the pressure 
switches and receiver/drier you used and if 
you needed to replace the expansion valve, 
condenser, or the evaporator. Since we'll be 
using R134a, we'll have to replace the 
existing A/C hoses with barrier hose. 
 
We have our plates _really full_ right now 
and do not have the time to "go to these 
websites and look around" (as some of our 
own members have suggested) to find 
components that _might_ work.  We need 
specific part numbers for components that 



have been proven to work well together.  We 
have about nine weekends left before the 
shake-down cruising begins in late May. 
If we don't get the A/C in place prior our 
departure for delivery in Florida in late June, 
we're planning on pulling an all-nighter or 
two as necessary when John Macartney 
arrives back to Chicagoland on August 1. 
 
Current status - the exhaust system has 
been mounted and the under-car work 
is essentially complete.  The radiator and all 
coolant hoses should go in next weekend.  
Wheels are refinished and are ready for the 
tires to be mounted.  Final paint buffing is in 
progress, with the windshield frame ready 
for the glass to go back in.  Instrument panel 
and gauges have been refinished and are 
ready for installation.  Carpeting should be 
going in in the next two weeks, and the front 
seat upholstery will be here in about three 
weeks. 
 
See our progress online at 
http://www.triumphtransamerica.org.uk/ 
 
Tim Buja - Illinois Sports Owners 
Association 
The Triumph Car Club for Chicago and 
Northern Illinois 
http://www.snic-braaapp.org 
 
 
This month’s Marque contributors are.. 
Pres. Stan Seto 
Randall Wakefield 
Chuck White 
Jay Kolb 
Everyone is urged to contribute to your 
Marque. It should be a reflection of the 
group. 



Join The MVT Slot Racing 
Car Challenge! 
 
Race blindingly fast slot cars 
just like you did years ago. 
Dare to press recklessly on 
that trigger and go for the win 
in a heated battle with 
determined (but sporting) 
MVT members. Who will 
wear the new crown? 

Can you keep it on the road? 
Or will your car careen off the 
table and crash in a horrific 
impact? 
 

Where is the gut that it takes 
to go for it. Will you press on 
regardless? Or will you end in 
electronic melt down?  

Our friend Ric at T/R 
Motorplex has built a proper 
road course upon which we 
may decide the mettle of the 
men (and ladies).  
Details at the meeting! 
Get into the fray! 

 
Bring back those youthful 
passions and smell the light oil 
and hot windings again. Entry 
level cars available at reduced 
rates. 
 

 
Who will win??  


