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The Texas Triumph Register 

The Gulf Coast Triumph Association, Inc.  d/b/a the Texas Triumph 
Register (TTR) is an organization of Triumph owners and enthusiasts -
dedicated to the preservation and continuing enjoyment of the Marque. 
Membership is open to all who appreciate automobiles bearing the 
Triumph name. In addition to monthly meetings, the club sponsors rallyes, 
shows, road tours, technical seminars, and social events. 

Visit our website at: www.TexasTriumphRegister.org 

National Affiliations 

The Texas Triumph Register is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph 
Register (VTR)/ Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all 
drivers of Triumph motorcars; an area center for the Triumph Register of 
America, exclusively for TR-2 through TR-4A automobiles; and a 
chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and 
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 automobiles. 

Membership in these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their 
websites at: 

www.vtr.org 
 www.triumphregister.com  
www.6-pack.org  

Newsletter 

The Bluebonnet is published monthly for TTR members. Members are 
encouraged to submit articles, photographs, or other items of interest. TTR 
neither endorses nor warrants any product or service advertised herein. 

The information contained in this newsletter is for educational and informative 
purposes only. TTR assumes no responsibility for the correctness or safety of 
the procedures; the reader assumes liability for any risk, both personal and 
financial, in connection with the repairs or modifications outlined in the 
articles. 

Working on cars can be hazardous if done incorrectly or without the proper 
safety precautions. The consequences of some mistakes can be 
dangerous. TTR suggests that you consult an automotive professional 
before attempting any repair or modification with which you are unfamiliar or 
inexperienced. 

 
 
 
 

TTR 2020-2021 
Officers and Volunteers 

President 
Fred Wagner 

713-464-9107 (H)                                           
281-948-7405 (C) 

info@texastriumphregister.org  
 

Vice President — Special Events 
Mike Rouse 

281-554-4878 (H)                                                                          
info@texastriumphregister.org 

 
Vice President —Events Coordinator       

Vacant                                                             
713-999-9999 (H)                                             
713-999-9999 (C)                       

info@texastriumphregister.org 
 

Treasurer 
Patsy Papp 

281-350-1743 
info@texastriumphregister.org 

Membership / Historian 
Mike Hado 

281-807-4780 (H)  
info@texastriumphregister.org 

Regalia 
John Wakefield 

713-690-5010 (H)  
info@texastriumphregister.org  

Secretary  
John Hanten                                                     

281-980-4303 (H)                                            
281-460-0350 (C)                          

info@texastriumphregister.org 

 

Newsletter Editor                                           
James Moore                                                      

713-628-6457 (C)                 
info@texastriumphregister.org 

 

TTR Webmaster 
Bob & Orit Pennington 

713-726-9636 
info@texastriumphregister.org 

 
VTR SCR Coordinator 

TD Hathcock 
editor@redrivertriumphclub.org 

 

 

 

Texas Triumph Register    
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?g
id=154491104579697&v=wall  

  

  

 

 

 

Club Information 

 

 

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org/
http://www.triumphregister.com/
http://www.6-pack.org/
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org
mailto:info@texastriumphregister.org


Autocross Action  u 

☐3 
 

 April, 2020 

 

 Regular Features 

 
      4        From the President 

                  Fred Wagner 

 

      6       Tales of a Wandering Mechanic 

                 Jerry Gruss 

 

      21      Meeting Minutes 

                   John Hanten 

 

      23      Meeting Highlights 

                   Fred Wagner 

 

     --      Next Meeting     

   

   26    Member News 

             Mike Hado 

    

    27     TTR Club Calendar 

 

   28     Traveling TTR Breakfast Club 

            John Barrett & Fred Wagner 

 

   33     Event Flyers 

 

   35     Regalia 

            John Wakefield 

 

   37     Exhaust Fumes 

            James Moore 

 

   42     Membership Form 

             Mike Hado 

 

 
 

 
VOLUME 39 NUMBER 04 April,2020 

IN THIS ISSUE 
    

S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s  

   8        G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  E u r o p e a n  F r o n t  

                  B o b  P e n n i n g t o n  

  3 2      A u t o c r o s s  R e s u l t s   

                 M i k e  H a d o  

    
                     
           

 

      
   

 

         

 
 

 

    

   

  

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

   

 
  

 

 

 

                    

 

 

Table of Contents 
 

 



Autocross Action  u 

☐4 
 

 April, 2020 

 

Fred Wagner 

 
 

 

 

  

  
 

 
 

From the President … 

 

I come to you all this month amidst one of the greatest challenges that this Country 

has faced.  The COVID19 virus has swept through the world, and our community, with 

alarming speed, putting many at risk for illness or worse.  One positive sign appears to 

be that many who have contracted the disease recover fully, and the campaign of social 

distancing and sheltering at home seems to have slowed the spread.  Perhaps this will 

allow enough time for testing to ramp up, vaccines to be developed, and our lives to 

return to normal (or as close to normal as it can).  “Never was so much owed, by so 

many, to so few” – Winston Churchill.  What an appropriate statement, some 80 years 

later, as we think of all of the people out there who continue to work to protect us, 

treat the sick, maintain our services, fill our grocery shelves, and prepare us meals.  

Keep these people in your thoughts and prayers, along with those who are struggling 

through this crisis, either with health problems or financial need.  If you can donate 

to trusted organizations that help out our community, or volunteer to help (if safe for 

you to do so), please consider it. 

 
 How do you exist as a social organization, in a time 

that being social is either discouraged or restricted?  

After all, fellowship is one of the greatest aspects of 

being a member of TTR; the ability to meet with your 

friends and fellow Triumph enthusiasts.  The weekly 

breakfasts on Saturday, the monthly meetings at 

members’ homes, and the planned drives to locations 

and events; these all make up the experience we call 

TTR.  As you may have seen from my updates on our 

Facebook page and the Meetup page, these events 

have been postponed and/or canceled at this time.  We 

hope that there will be a lifting of restrictions in the 

coming weeks, allowing us all to get out and enjoy our 

club activities again.  And we will enjoy those 

activities again!! This crisis will pass; a sense of 

normalcy will return. (Not to imply that any of you 

reading this actually voted for Warren G. Harding).  

But for now, the health of our members is paramount.  

We are all aware of the fact that many in our hobby 

are older, and some have underlying health conditions, 

which would place them at higher risk for 

complications from this virus.  When it is safe for us 

to resume activities, we will. 

 

I want to thank Sharon and Eric Schumann for hosting 

our March monthly meeting, prior to shutdown of 

things in Houston.  It was great seeing everyone at the 

meeting, and as usual, the hospitality was superb.  We 

addressed many of the concerns about the virus 

situation at the meeting; however, the Stay at Home 

Order by Harris County (and adopted by the City of 

Houston) had not gone into effect yet.  Since then, we 

have learned of the cancellation of the 2020 

Oklahoma Regionals.  In discussions with their 

 

Regionals chair, Drew Holliday, it has been mentioned 

that the Oklahoma clubs may decide to proceed with 

the Regionals in 2021, or perhaps see if they wish to 

host a Nationals then, since all of the preparation work 

is essentially done.  We will let you know what decisions 

are made regarding this.  This would likely mean that 

TTR would be up for hosting in 2022; plenty of time 

ahead before we would have to start any planning. 

 

As for our upcoming events, the planned April meeting 

at the Myers’ home is hereby canceled.  At this point, I 

don’t know whether the Stay At Home Order will be 

lifted by the meeting date, or if it would even be 

prudent to proceed with it at this time.  We will be 

taking a technological step forward and hold an online, 

virtual meeting.  I am in the process of setting up a 

Zoom account for my business, and will use that to host 

the monthly meeting.  I assume that most of our 

members have computers at their homes, and will be 

able to log into the meeting, after the meeting invite is 

sent to all of you by Mr. Membership, Mike Hado.  If 

you do not have computer access, you may use your 

smartphone.  If none of these options are available to 

you, then please send in a proxy for the meeting.  I am 

pleased to report that we will present the new slate of 

candidates for the 2020-2021 term; all of which make 

me confident that this club will be in good hands, ready 

to move forward with fun, fellowship and all things 

Triumph.   
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Of course, this means we will have to sacrifice, at least for this meeting, certain folks’ deviled eggs, 

Louisiana-inspired cheese dip, sausage balls, etc.  We will endure!  As for the Bluebonnet Run, Mike 

Rouse is looking at a possible date this summer or in the fall, at which time we can use the planned 

route and exercise our cars. 

 

Keep checking your e-mails for club updates.  While most of us are staring at the TV, the Internet 

and the four walls, I encourage you to reach out to your fellow TTR members and check on their 

welfare.  Phone calls may seem a quaint and forgotten art in this era of Instagram, tweets and texts; 

but if anything good comes from this situation, it may be that we reach out and get closer to the 

people we know, even when we’re stuck in our homes.  Take care, stay safe, and if you drive your 

Triumph, just tell them you’re doing something essential (enjoying life).   
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Generally, before I sit at my computer, before I look over the previous month, and before I type a 

single letter for submission to the Blue Bonnet editor, I have a good idea of what my topic will be 

and a general plan. I have some idea how I will make myself smile inside with hopes that someone 

will find my contribution as humorous as I. Sometimes I laugh out loud. Sometimes I have to stop 

and tell Prudence about it and other times I smirk to myself and chuckle. But today is different, I 

have no plan and no joke. 

 Sure, I worked on a few cars last month. I witnessed a TR3 bleeding oil out of its battery cable so 

badly it filled the battery box with oil and left a rather large puddle on the floor and a puzzle as to 

where it came from. I installed a muffler hanger on a TR6 that hadn't seen a hanger in that spot 

for over 20 years. I helped install a new leaf spring that brought a Spitfire back to proper riding 

height, partly because the removed spring had not been installed properly. I helped remove an 

overdrive transmission from a Sports-6, which isn't big enough for that transmission. I even found 

myself behind the wheel of my TR3, and managed to spin it all the way around without knocking 

down a single cone. But today, all these events seem trivial and far away. 

I have two things weighing very heavy on my mind. Obviously, the virus with the city shutdown, 

Prudence on furlough, me on hang-low, and the health of everyone is a concern. But my biggest 

concern is who is going to step up to the plate and be the next club newsletter. Desperate times... 

I hope to see you all in good health very soon at a club event. 

 

Jer 
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Top Left – Eric Schumann’s oil 

cooled battery box on his TR3. 

Battery cooling is critical on 

the new Teslas, so it’s nice to 

see Triumph was ahead of the 

curve in using similar 

technologies in the late ‘50s! 

Previous page, Top Right & 

Lower Left– Jerry scaring the 

wits out of another innocent 

bystander. 

Tales of a Wandering Mechanic  
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Greetings again. 

 

My how things have changed in a month. As many of you know, we returned to the US because of 

some issues we had in the US and could only be resolved here. Our plan was to return to our trip in 

the middle of May. 

Then Covid 19 arrived. Shelter in place orders throughout Europe and many borders closed. People 

living in their motorhomes full time, as we were doing, have no place to go, as the campgrounds are 

being closed in many countries and the borders as well. Many friends have nightmare stories of 

being stranded in Spain, Portugal, Morocco, France and Italy. 

Unfortunately, it seems we will not be returning until next year. As we complain about the shelter in 

place here, please say a small prayer for the people who now, were just like us, traveling and are now 

stuck with few resources to call upon and even fewer places to stay.. 

Anyway, back to the trip. When last we left you, we had just started to leave Lvov (Lviv) to drive to 

Kiev. The roads to Kiev were still good because, as we found out, in 2012 the European Football 

Championship was hosted in Kiev, therefore the Ukrainian government had upgraded the major 

highways from Poland to Kiev. We drove through the day, until we came to a town called Zhytomyr.  

Here is located the Serhiy Pavlovych Korolyov Museum of Cosmonautics. Korolyvov led the Soviet 

Space program from the 1950's until 1966 and led the Sputnik project. The museum houses around 

11,000 exhibits related to rocket and space exploration, including the Soyuz 27 descent module, a 

small sample of lunar soil, full-size replicas of a complete Soyuz spacecraft, the Vostok 1 descent 

module, and the Lunokhod 2 lunar rover. Here are pictures of the lunar Rover and the full size 

Soyuz spacecraft. We were concerned that, being a big RV, we would not have a place to park. No 

issue, as we were the only people in the museum that day! 
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After a quick lunch in the city, we hit the road again on the way to Kiev. We couldn’t make Kiev by 

nightfall, so we stopped in a truckstop along the way to sleep. All through the trip we had many 

beautiful overnight stays and some, not so beautiful, but functional. This was one of the functional 

ones. 

 

 
 

But, it was a good night’s sleep and we felt safe being amongst our bigger brothers. The next day 

we drove on to Kiev, where we had made reservations at a place to stay. Motorhomes are still a 

rarity in Ukraine, so there are not a lot of options as to where to stay. In Kiev, we made 

reservations at a hotel that offered electrical hookups as well. It was an interesting place, a former 

Soviet pilot training school. The Hotel was the former Officers Quarters, and around the hotel on 

the former airfield was a high performance test tack, a drag race strip and several high 

performance car shops. On the hotel grounds was a motorcycle performance shop and in the lobby a 

tricked out dirt bike on exhibit. What we didn’t know, until that night, was that they practiced 

their driving well into the night. However, being as this was Kiev, this was the only place to stay, so 

we endured and went to bed late. In addition, staying at the hotel were several British Explosive 

Ordinance Demolition trainers, training a group of Ukrainians. Fortunately, their work was not live. 

Coming into Kiev, you cannot miss the Rodina Mat (The Motherland Monument), which is taller than 

the Statue of Liberty. This area is now named Freedom Plaza and celebrates the victory in the 

“Great Patriotic War”, known as World War II and the present Ukrainian Russian war, which is still 

going on. To get a real perspective of this, you can go to the site www.warmuseum.kiev.ua . 

http://www.warmuseum.kiev.ua/
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In addition to the memorials, there is a collection of military hardware, in effect, all the types of 

vehicles used by the USSR in World War II and beyond. For someone like me, to actually see a lot 

of the  vehicles I’ve read about was amazing. To see more pictures, you can type this url into a 

browser https://tinyurl.com/qlxrvmv , hit enter and you will see all the vehicles.  

Then later we went to the Kyevo-Pecherska Lavra Monastary, which is in the background of the 

picture above, the spires with the golden domes. The monastery's cluster of gold-domed churches 

is a feast for the eyes, that rivals that of the Hermitage. The iconography is also amazing and quite 

well preserved. 

https://tinyurl.com/qlxrvmv
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Inside is a museum of tiny art, the Mykola Syadristy Microminiatures Museum. It is next to 

impossible to describe the pieces here, so I’ll give some examples from the museum website: 

 

 
 

In the first picture, the rose is inside a piece of human hair. The hair is drilled lengthwise and 

polished outside and inside until being transparent. An artificial rose twig is inserted into the bore. 

The flower diameter is 0.05 millimeters, the stem is 0.005 millimeters thick. The frigate, made of 
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gold, is just 3.5 millimeters from end to end. The gold strands that make up the rigging in between 

its billowing sails are just 0.003 millimeters in diameter. (Which is 400 times less than a human 

hair, the museum helpfully points out). And lastly, the sculpture entitled “Time” has a working clock 

fixed into the head of an actual dragonfly. 

Many of you know of my love for aviation, so when we found that the Ukraine State Aviation 

Museum is located here, we had to go – or at least I had to go and everyone else followed along 

nicely. It was a beautiful day and when we got there I was amazed at the number of aircraft 

located there. I’ve been to many outside aviation museums, but never anything of this scale and with 

this number of aircraft. 

 

There are over 60 aircraft there from after the first World war to the present. It was quite 

interesting to stand beside aircraft I saw from a distance when I was in the service. I remember 

 

 
 

seeing what was known as the Russian Bear overfly the carrier I was on (the USS John F. Kennedy 

CV-67) going from Norfolk, VA in 1975 to join the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean. I was part of VF-

14, the first squadron of F-14 fighters to be deployed and we had several Bears fly over and around 

us taking pictures. Now I could stand next to one and the size was incredible. In the picture above, 

it is the one on the lower far left. 
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The aircraft there span the time from the biplanes of WW I, the sleek fighters of WW II, the 

start of the Jet Age in Korea, to the modern age of supersonic aircraft. 
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There were also helicopters and transport planes, all the way to the IL-76, the size of a 747. To 

see more of my pictures, you can to https://tinyurl.com/rrbnyv6 . To see all the planes there and 

their history, you can go to the Wikipedia page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine_State_Aviation_Museum and then click on the link to each 

aircraft. 

 

Of course, there was more to Kiev than churches and military history. What amazed us was how 

beautiful the city was. We came there expecting a Soviet era style city with block buildings and a 

grey feeling. Instead, especially downtown, we found a beautiful vibrant city. We went downtown 

one evening, I think a Tuesday and found people were everywhere, artists and musicians performing 

on the sidewalks (which were the size of a two lane road) and the cafés and restaurants were full. 

https://tinyurl.com/rrbnyv6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine_State_Aviation_Museum
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We asked if there was anything special going on and were told, no – just a typical evening. This is 

what Downtown Kiev looks like 

  

 
 

Remember, I said there was a racetrack by where we were parked? During the day and evening, we 

would see (and especially hear) them test various high performance cars. The race track was about 

50 yards away. Then on Saturday night, after we got back from visiting the town, we were treated 

to drag races. We watched street car vs street car, race cars, vs race cars and motorcycles against 

them all. I did not expect drag racing to be a popular Eastern European sport, but I did not 

understand the popularity of the Fast and Furious movies around the world. 

 

One last thing about Kiev, or rather the area around it. From Kiev you can book tours to Chernobyl. 

You cannot go by yourself, it must be a guided tour, but they are readily available. We booked a 

tour, but, because Joel was under 18, we couldn’t go. They were VERY strict about that, so we put it 

off until our next visit. 

 

Along the way  to Odessa we made a couple of stops. The first stop was a little Ukrainian town 

known as Uman.  Uman is known as the burial place of an important Hasidic Rabbi, Rebbe Nachman 

of Breslov, who lived in the 18th and 19th centuries and is buried there. For over 200 years, on Rosh 
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Hashanah through Yom Kippur (10 days), Jews have made a pilgrimage to his grave, even during the 

Communist era. Now, with Ukraine being free, almost 100,000 Orthodox Jews descend on this town 

of 80,000 during Rosh Hashanah to celebrate and commemorate his life. We arrived a few days 

after Yom Kippur, specifically to miss the crowds, to visit this important site. After staying the 

night in the Sofiyivka Park, a nature preserve, we hit the road again.  

 

Our next stop was the Museum of Strategic Missile Forces near Pobuzke. This is, as you would 

expect, well off the beaten path, so we had to take several small side roads to get there. This was 

formerly a nuclear missile launch facility. When you arrive, you are greeted by a tall fence, barbed 

wire and security watchtowers. It’s staffed by former troops from the 46th Division of the 43rd 

Rocket Army (“Nizhniodniprovskaya Order of the October Revolution, Red Banner”) who served at 

the base. The people only speak Russian or Ukrainian, so for us, it was very much a visual exercise.  

 

As befitting the occasion, this was a very grey day, overcast with lots of fog that never really 

burned off. The outside of the museum consists of much of the hardware used to move, protect and 

launch everything from the mobile SS-4 missiles to transporting the large ICBM missiles, including 

the rail cars. Inside the museum facility was much of the history of the Soviet Rocket Forces 

stationed there. Also was a model of the entire underground facility that housed the missiles. This 

is what you saw above ground  
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And these are models of what is below ground, the command center and the missile silo. 

.    

And this is some of the hardware outside 
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And, of course the inside of the command center, from which the missiles are launched. We were 

able to go inside the actual missile silo as well. 

 

 
 

Among the dead nukes on the site is an SS 18 “Satan” missile. The Satan is a real doomsday 

machine, capable of carrying ten warheads of 750 kilotons each (the bomb that destroyed 

Hiroshima was 15 kilotons, for comparison).  

 

For those who don’t think they’ll make it to this part of the Ukraine, there is another museum very 

similar in the US -  just south of Tucson, AZ in Green Valley, the Titan National Historic Museum. 

Leaving this museum, we then continued on our way to Odessa, where we arrived later that evening. 

The directions we followed took us to a free parking lot near the historic part of the city by the 

port. We arrived at dark, looked around and felt we must be in the wrong place, as it was scary.  

However, considering the hour, we parked and then fixed dinner and slept, intending to move the 

next day. When we woke up, we realized we were literally at the foot of the Potemkin Stairs, which 

is considered the formal entrance to the city. If you look at the left of the picture, that’s where 

we were parked, right against the stairway wall. 

 

The Potemkin stairs are unique in that if you view them 

from the foot of the stairs, you see only stairs. If you 

look down from the top, you only see the landings. 

At the top of the Potemkin stairs starts the old city of 

Odessa and across the street from the stairs is the Port 

of Odessa. Walking around, we found a park with a lot of 

interesting statues and sculpture like these 
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Now, let me tell you a small world story. Our daughter went to Stephen F Austin College and we also 

became friends with her roommate. While in Odessa, we found out her dad was also there, studying 

Russian for his company. So we met and had a nice long lunch. We could never find the time to go to 

Dallas to meet him, but instead we met in Odesssa, Ukraine. 

 

The last place we stayed while in the Ukraine was on our way to Romania. It was a narrow stretch of 

land, in which one side was the Black Sea and the other was a lake from the Black Sea no more than 

about 100 yards wide.  

 

Next month, a visit from Romania, a county we found to be incredibly interesting.  



Autocross Action  u 

☐21 
 

 April, 2020 TTR Meeting Minutes for March - John Hanten 

The meeting was held on Saturday, March 14, and was called to order at 3:00 by TTR President 

Fred Wagner. Fred thanked Sharon and Eric Schumann for hosting the meeting.  There were a total 

of 39 attendees in person or proxy constituting a quorum for club business.  

 

President’s Report – Fred Wagner 

 

• Fred - gave an overview of what some of the other clubs are doing with respect to the 

Coronavirus situation.  Mike Rouse will be monitoring the situation for the Bluebonnet Run 

and the club will be monitoring regarding Saturday breakfasts and next monthly meeting. 
 

• Fred - thanked everyone who volunteered at the Autocross event last week. Special thanks 

to Hal Sharp for course design, Louise Carter for procuring the supplies, Mike Hado for 

working the timing equipment.  One member asked about the possibility of Autocross 

training for those who have never done it.  Fred will relay the request to Dusty 

 

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the 

Bluebonnet. 

 

Membership – Mike Hado - reported that the current membership count is 196, a new record for 

the club.  He noted that there are 22 members already paid through 2021. 

 

Treasurers Report – Bill Papp for Patsy Papp - reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance. 

The reported numbers don’t reflect Autocross inflows and expenses. 
 

Regalia – John Wakefield - reported on the status of the tee shirts and quotes from two vendors 

for tee shirts.  Fred proposed ordering 24 shirts to get a price break for volume.  M/S/A to 

authorize expenditure of up to $500 for reordering more tee shirts.  

 

IT – no update. 

 

Special Events – Fred for Mike Rouse   
 

• Bluebonnet Run – is still scheduled for April 4, and Mike will be monitoring the situation 

regarding Coronavirus.  One club member made a suggestion, which was endorsed by many 

attendees, that the lunch event be a picnic at a park, rather than at a restaurant.  Fred will 

pass the recommendation along to Mike.  There was a signup sheet at the meeting, and so 

far over 20 cars are registered.  
 

New Business – Fred Wagner 

 

• 2020 Regional Event - Fred provided update on regional registration which has been low to 

date. With the low number of registrations, there is concern regarding whether the event 

will even be held.  Fred encouraged members to register if they are planning to go.  Fred 

commented that several of the regional clubs are shrinking to the point where they do not 

have the resources to do a regional alone.  Fred outlined the challenges in the future with 

only four groups in the region that have the resources to host a Regional event, and posed 

several alternatives that he will bring to the Regional Presidents’ Meeting. 
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• Scholarship Recipient – the first recipient of the Russ Seto Memorial Scholarship was not 

able to attend today because of restrictions imposed by Lone Star College in response to 

the Coronavirus situation. He will attend a future meeting when things get back to normal. 

 

• Future Meetings – the April meeting will be hosted by Len and Marti Myers. We now have 

hosts for the remainder of the meetings this year. 

 

• TTR Officer Elections - officer elections are in May. The Club still has an open position for 

Bluebonnet Editor.  Club members are encouraged to contact Fred if they are interested in 

taking on this responsibility. 

 

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:50.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten  

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings Scheduled:  
 

• April – Cancelled 

• May – Sallie & Mike Rouse 

• June – Stephanie & Mike Woodward 

• July – Angela & Jeff Harris 

• August – Richard Dicks 

• September – Louise Carter 

• October - Prudence & Jerry Gruss 

• November – Liz & John Reynolds 

• December – Christmas Party 
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Meeting Highlights – March

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 

 

HOSTS – ERIC & SHARON SCHUMANN 
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Meeting Highlights 

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Photos: Fred Wagner  

  

Meeting Highlights 

 
 Meeting Highlights - June 
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Photos: James Moore 

Advert: Gil McCollin 

New Members: 

Louise & Colin McKenzie, The Woodlands, TX – 1976 Red 

TR6 (returning members from 2001) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Member News – Mike Hado 

TTR Birthdays for April: 
 

Richard Coselli  1 

Ted Hirsch 1 

Jaime Forero 5 

Orit Pennington  5 

Lorena Durrant  6 

Karen Kirsis  6 

Larry Smith 9 

Gil McCollin  10 

Brett Doty 12 

Bill Cook  14 

Graham Lees 14 

Dusty Nicholson  14 

Wendy Reynolds 15 

Bill Wally 15 

Alan Wilson 16 

James Reynolds 17 

Chris Shamaly 17 

Craig Raymond  18 

Maggie Hubert 19 

Judy Jones-Vaughan 22 

Wendy Kothmann 22 

Stephen Zagorski 22 

Patsy Papp  29 

John Wakefield  30 

Bob Pennington 30 
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NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events: 

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/ We meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for 

coffee & usually eat B’fast at around 8:00 am. 

 

Car viewing after B’fast 

 

NOTE: All TTR club activities have been cancelled for the month of April other 

than our virtual Monthly meeting. 
 

The Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club (TTBC) gathers around 7:30 a.m. and orders breakfast at 8:00 

a.m. Confirm breakfast location on the web or Meet Up before the event.   

 

Photos: Fred Wagner 

Locations: John Barrett & Sam Jeffries 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

   

  

    

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

   

  

  

   

  

    

 

  

    

  

   

  

  

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

TTR Club Calendar  



Autocross Action  u 

☐28 
 

 April, 2020 

Please note – if Fred is not in attendance 

& it looks like nobody is taking photos at 

breakfast, please take some shots of the 

restaurant sign, the cars & some people 

shots!! Send them to Fred, John or the 

Editor. We all like to see the events in 

the Bluebonnet, so please PARTICIPATE 

by taking some photos. 

   

 

   

  

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

  

   

 

   

  

   

   

   

   

   

    

  

      

  

   

 

  

  

  

  

   

  

     

  

       

    

   

  

  

   

    

  

Traveling TR Breakfast Club – Fred Wagner & John Barrett 
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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Photos – John Barrett, Fred Wagner, 

Mike Hado & James Moore. 

  

  

Traveling TR Breakfast Club  
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TTR Members, 

  

Attached are the results of March’s autocross at the Houston Police Academy.  I have placed the 

drivers in three categories, depending on the type of car and their affiliated club.  These are MG, 

Triumph, and Other.  Within those categories, the results are sorted by the time of the drivers 

best run. 

  

Thanks to all who came out.  We hope you had a great time. 

  

Best regards, 

  

Mike Hado, for Dusty Nicholson and the TTR autocross team 
 

 

 

  

  

TTR Autocross - Results 
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VTR National Convention – 2020 - Flyer 
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Join TRA Today Flyer 
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Partial List of TTR Regalia  
 

Item $ 
Ladies Hats 12 
Gray TTR T-shirts 15 
Grille Badge  35 
Men’s Hats 15 
License Plate Frames 20 
Hat Pins     7.5 
Iron on Logo Patches    5 
TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master. 

   
See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are 

available through Lands End on-line purchase. 

 

 

 

 

   TTR Regalia 
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Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), 

coasters, and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed 

coasters, or 7” shelf plates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pricing: 

-   Round Magnets - $5   

-   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets) 

-   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25 

-   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional) 

 

Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and 

can cast to order.  jbh 

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors 

2020 Polar Bear Run  

Other Triumph-related designs 

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets 

2020 Bluebonnet Run  2019 Falling Leaves  
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Pete Postma’s still waiting for his renewed fuel tank to be installed,  we haven’t had much of a 

chance to get together and visit during our Saturday breakfast meetings, the March mechanic’s 

session at my garage was cancelled (sort of), and the April monthly meeting has been changed from 

a chance to see Len Myer’s restored TR6 to a virtual meeting and etc. All due to the current 

Pandemic situation we currently find ourselves in. We are all adjusting our lives to the situation, so 

I won’t belabor that point any more – stay at home and stay safe! 

 

So, what’s going on in my garage?  

 

Earlier on in the month, Andreas Zimmer brought his beautiful TR6 over to get my assistance in 

installing some new Super Pro bushings on his rear differential. As tasks on our cars are always 

layered, like onions, we had to first remove his exhaust system, undo the rear of the prop shaft and 

undo all the bolts holding his stub axles to the differential before we could actually lower the 

differential. 

 

Once we got the differential lowered out of the way, we found that the front, right differential 

bracket was cracked. The actual stud pin that mounts the differential was still in good shape, but 

we now needed to reweld the bracket and box it in to keep it from cracking in the future. Andreas’ 

TR6 is not the only car I’ve seen this issue on lately. We had the exact same issue on Hal Sharp’s 

car a couple of months ago. 

 

Possibly this is the reward all you fast Autocrossers get for low etas around the track? Who 

knows? Andreas and I brought out my handy MIG welder and stitched up the bracket in short 

order, installed the new bushings and got the differential back under his car.  

 

We managed to get our local differential Guru, Mike Rouse, on a FaceTimey meeting so he could help 

us determine the health of Andreas’ differential. Mike had us exercise the differential a bit before 

he gave us a clean bill of health. TeleDoctoring at its best. Thanks, Mike! 

 

While the exhaust system was out, Andreas and I got one of the attachment tabs rewelded (TIG) 

onto his stainless steel system by our friends at Ripley’s Exhaust, plus we tightened up his 

transmission mounts a bit after his recent transmission replacement. Once we got everything back 

together we had a shot of Fireball Cinnamon Whisky and an Abita Andygator to celebrate our 

success. Andreas and I might not be the best mechanics, but we are certainly some of the best 

celebrators (if that actually is a word!) in the club. 

 

Andreas reports that his TR6 is once again handling great without any of those nasty noises coming 

out of the rear of his car. Come on now, be adults, we didn’t have any Bratwurst, so no cheap jokes, 

okay? 

 

Our planned March Mechanic’s session was cancelled, but – as John Baguley had all the parts and 

lives very close to me, John and I went forward on fixing the oil leaks on his sump. It’s not a tough 

project, but certainly gets messy as you have to drain the oil, remove the oil pan, clean all the old 

gasket material off the engine/oil pan, remove the old front sealing block, install the new one and 

then reinstall the sump. I’m always amazed that you have to actually whittle down the wood packing 

Exhaust Fumes  
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material down to seal up the engine. It seems to do the job okay, but I’m always amazed how low 

tech our TR6 engines are when I’m building engines with more modern architecture.  

 

While the sump was off, we checked that the crankshaft end-float was in spec. Richard Good 

mentioned in discussion in the past that anything from .004 - .008” is good. John’s was right at 

.006”, so – as everything checked out – we didn’t need to change out any of his thrust washers. 

Checking the end-float was a regular 15K mile maintenance item back in the day when our cars were 

new, so it’s a good idea to keep an eye out on this item as you could potentially ruin your crank if the 

end-float gets too big. 

 

With the new metal front sealing block in place, John was able to tighten all his sump bolts down to 

16 foot pounds and reports to me that he no longer has any leaks coming from under his car. As Edd 

China would say – “Job done!” 

 

I took off the intake manifold on my low-mileage RX7 about a month ago and am now finishing up 

putting all of that back together. With all of the vaccum lines needed to make dual sequential 

turbochargers work on that car, I can honestly say working on that car is a major PITA, but I’m 

buttoning up all of that and hope to have the car back on the road soon. I guess I can at least drive 

it around the subdivision for the next few weeks, right? 

 

The Datsun 240Z V8 LS1 engine build project has finally started to get some traction again this 

month. I thought I had everything I needed, but – after rereading all my “How to build LS1 engine” 

books, I realized I needed some additional tools to size the piston ring gaps and install the piston 

assemblies, once gapped. Always a sucker for new tools, I quickly had an order to Summit Racing 

filled out for those items. I also found out that I had the wrong head gaskets for my new Trick 

Flow aluminum heads. I can tell you from experience that the delivery supply chain for hot rod parts 

is very much intact, as everything arrived a few days later. 

 

I always pride myself in buying the best gaskets I can find when building an engine. The head 

gaskets I needed are made by a company named Cometic. Nice stuff, but I was actually shocked by 

the $75 price tag for a set of head gaskets. When I took delivery of the part, I was  even more 

shocked to find out $75 only got me one head gasket. I needed two. Ouch, $150 for a set of head 

gaskets makes the Payen gasket sets for our TR6s look like chump change. Oh, well, as of today 

(after ordering another head gasket on Saturday) I have everything I need to get moving on the 

LS1, so no excuses other than finishing up this abbreviated edition of our newsletter. 

 

Speaking of newsletters – rumor has it that John Hanten has volunteered to be our next Editor for 

the BlueBonnet. I can’t think of anyone more well prepared than John to take over as Editor. He and 

I had a short conversation and it sounds like he’s got quite a few ideas to improve on the newsletter 

already. I know I didn’t set that high of a bar, so it sounds like you guys are going to have the 

advantage of someone who actually has experience with desktop publishing. I’m excited to see 

where John takes our little newsletter in the future. He’s asked me to write a column in the future, 

so you can still follow the (mis)adventures of what goes on in my garage in future issues. Not sure 

that was ever a concern from sane(?) club members, but John’s certainly saavy on ensuring there’s 

content for future issues, so having filler from me should at least give him some options in how he 

pulls the newsletter together in the future. 

Exhaust Fumes  
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Datsun 240Z LS1 Build making progress again. Nice 

to know Summit Racing still delivers speed parts to 

those of us practicing social distancing! 

 

 

That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, stay safe! 

  

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Exhaust Fumes  
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Upper Left – Andreas getting ready to take his SS 

exhaust to Ripley’s Exhaust. 

Upper Right – crack on the right, front diff mount 

of Andreas’ TR6. 

Lower Left – TR6 minus diff & exhaust. 

Middle center – Andreas’ new Texas nickname. 

Middle Right – Chilled libations after a hard job! 

Lower Right – Again, Abita should be sponsoring our 

garage sessions! 

  
 
  

Exhaust Fumes  
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Upper Right & Middle Right – Our new 

version of Saturday Breakfasts. Listening 

to car talk is at least something if we can’t 

meet together. 

Rest of photos – John getting his TR6 oil 

tight. I’ve included Richard Good’s steel 

Front Sealing block and a couple of 

pictures from the Triumph service manual 

showing you the parts we had to replace. 

Parts 56c are the wood pieces I mentioned. 

 

 

  

Exhaust Fumes  
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly membership meetings on the 
2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we have our annual Christmas Party).  For more 
information, contact Mike Hado (281.807.4780).  
 
 We look forward to meeting you!  

 

Check one:     New Membership       Renewal  Update 

 
Member’s Name:      
     
Birthday (month/day)                      /      

 
Spouse’s Name:      
    
Birthday (month/day):                     /                       

 
  Street (or Mailing) Address: 

 
  City:       State: _____  Zip: 

 
  Home Phone:               Work phone:       Cell: 
 

  E-mail Address: 

Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please 
tell us about them:  
 

 

 Year Model Commission No. Color Condition* 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 

_____ ___________ __________________________________ _________ ________ 
 

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 
 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph 
Register, P.O. Box 40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled 
check is your receipt.  –or-- 
 
On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 
http://www.texastriumphregister.org/ 
 
 
 

 

TTR Membership Form 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 

of yourself/selves and your 

Triumph(s).   

http://www.texastriumphregister.org/

