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As I sit down in my Triumph tee 

shirt, Astros Shorts and Olukai 

sandals I am growing increasingly 

appreciative of the acceptance of 

such casual dress everywhere we 

go, whether in person or online 

Zoom gatherings.  This is about the 

only good thing that this Covid pan-

demic has brought us.   I’ve heard 

it compared to numerous heinous 

things, but a raging forest fire 

comes to mind as the best compari-

son.  It has disrupted everything 

around us, destroyed lives, bank-

rupted businesses and just about 

the time we appear to be gaining 

some control it erupts somewhere 

else.  Even with these experiences 

during the first half of 2020 we do 

have blessings to count.  The TTR 

family appears to have been spared 

from being touched by Covid and 

during the last couple of weeks the 

Greater Houston area has seen im-

provement in the number of infec-

tions and hospitalizations at a rate 

that we’ve not seen in months.  As 

we welcome September in we should 

prepare for yet another monthly 

meeting in the Zoom format and 

hope that the improving trend con-

tinues and we can give serious con-

sideration to returning to an in per-

son meeting in October, or Novem-

ber, or whenever.  Fingers and toes 

crossed for that good fortune. 
 
Like many of you I have been busy 

in the garage with upgrades on my 

TR6.   You may recall my mention in 

last month’s article my plan to 

straighten out a couple of “minor” 

electrical issues during Au-

gust.  Well, how foolish of me to 

think of an electrical issue in a Tri-

umph as “minor”.   Once my gauges 

and the dash were extracted I un-

covered a couple of wires whose 

insulation had molded themselves to 

surrounding wires and found several 

places where wire was bare.   Hav-

ing broken out into a cold sweat 

over how such things could have 

created havoc I made a fast 911 

call to Jerry Gruss for a consulta-

tion.   After a short conversation 

and texted photos to him we deter-

mined that it might be prudent to 

consider replacing the main wiring 

harness.  The complexity of this 

task seemed daunting, but unless I 

was willing to live with uncertainty 

about the eventuality of serious 

malfunctions or a fire, it became 

obvious that it was time to bite the 

bullet and undertake the replace-

ment.  My next call was to 

HadoParts.com and the order was 

placed just in time to make the 

Moss Motors Fall sale.  As of this 

writing my new harness is laid out 

on my work bench awaiting further 

analysis and labeling before I ex-

tract the old stuff and begin the 

install.   By the time the October 

Bluebonnet arrives in your inbox I 

hope you will find my report of a 

glowingly successful install and the 

pleasures I will be enjoying of hav-

ing all new wiring in my TR6.  Please 

share your garage adventures with 

John Hanten so we can all live vi-

cariously through one another’s tri-

als and tribulations.  Be safe, stay 

healthy and get those Triumphs out 

on the road. 
 
 

From the President … 
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As your wondering mechanic, you may have read tales of my travel-

ling to places as far away as The Woodlands to our north, south to 

Lake Jackson or west to Bellville. This months travel begins at a 

place farther away in locale, Bay St Louis MS, and much farther 

away in time, before I owned my TR3.  
 
I'll forgo the words and allow the pictures to express more than a 

thousand words describing the journey of a restoration, starting 

with a Katrina submerged TR3, ending with my personal Triumph -
but like any triumph, this journey was just the beginning… 
 
Jer 
 
(Ed. - As Rod Stewart noted: “Every Picture Tells a Story”  Here is a curated selection from among Jerry’s 3,000 

photos documenting the epic restoration of his TR3.  This month the pictures tell the story...17,000 words if you 

buy into the adage that a picture is worth 1,000 words.  Later this year will be a Featured Car article providing  an 

opportunity for Jerry to recount the restoration in his own words.) 

Wondering Mechanic 

Upper Left – Free to a good home!  Starting point 
for the restoration of Jerry’s Katrina-submerged 
TR3. 
 
Upper Right – Sand dampened ammeter 
 
Left – Interior starting condition. 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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Engine - before 

Rolling chassis done 

Pulling the engine Halfway done 

Engine - after 

Post PreWelding 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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Upper Left – Pre-Welding 
 
Upper Right – Post-Welding 
 
Center Left – Pre-Welding 
 
Center Right - Jan 12-2008 
 
Lower Left - Ready for Paint Preparation 
 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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Post Paint Preparation Weeks of Block Sanding 

Worth the work! 

Tales  of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 
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As many of you who turn a wrench on your Triumphs 

probably know, greasing your suspension and drivetrain 

are essential to keeping your TR in top operating condi-

tion.  You have no doubt grabbed that grease gun, and 

fitted it onto the end of the small grease fitting on the 

ball joint or u-joint.  Many of you know the name of 

that fitting.  For those who don’t – it’s call a Zerk fit-

ting.  But how exactly did this ubiquitous automotive 

part come to be named a Zerk?  Why after its inven-

tor, Oscar Zerk.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just who was Oscar Zerk?  Born in Vienna, Austria in 

May, 1878, Zerk's inventing career got off to an early 

start in his family’s textile manufacturing business.  

Zerk invented a fabric loom which was electronically 

controlled via the use of punch cards.  This allowed his 

family’s business to greatly increase their productivity, 

despite using fewer workers.  He sought to further his 

engineering education, but was originally rejected by 

the schools.  Austro-Hungarian Emperor Fran Josef 

reportedly intervened on Zerk’s behalf, guaranteeing 

his admission to an engineering school in the (now) 

Czech Republic.   
 
After completing his education, he studied textile man-

ufacturing abroad.  Upon his return to Austria in 1905, 

the new automobile industry caught his attention. Zerk 

had designed both a six cylinder engine and an auto-

matic transmission before a 1907 visit to America to 

study the steam cars of the White Motor Company.  It 

was reported that, on his voyage to America aboard 

the R.M.S. Lusitania, Zerk came up with the idea for a 

better lubrication system for cars, in place of the oil-

ers and grease cups being used.  One can only imagine 

that Zerk must have spent some time down in the en-

gine room of the liner, which served as his inspiration. 
 
His trip to America resulted in more than just studying 

American cars; he started his own business in Cleve-

land, Ohio, producing his now famous grease fittings.  

Though he made a good product, he was not much of a 

businessman, and his business investors forced him out 

of his own company.  He returned to Austria, and 

served in the Austrian army, eventually reaching the 

rank of captain.  After marrying, he and his new bride 

returned to the U.S. and he was part of the Allyne-
Zerk Company, returning to the manufacturing job he 

loved.  That company was subsequently purchased by a 

well-known automotive company, Stewart-Warner, in 

1924.  It just so happened that S-W owned Alemite, 

which was a major lubrication company.  Zerk went on 

to serve as both a consulting engineer and a stockhold-

er to the companies.  He updated and patented his 

grease fitting design, allowing Alemite to produce the 

same.  He continued working with S-W and Alemite un-

til 1939, at which time he left the business.  Not one to 

rest on his past laurels, Zerk continued to invent new 

products, and registered over 300 patents.  
 
One often thinks that engineers lead somewhat se-

date lives, spending most of their time involved in 

their work; not Oscar Zerk.  Following his 

“retirement” he purchased the former mansion of a 

railroad tycoon in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  He remodeled 

the house, and named it, fittingly, “Dunmovin”.  Zerk’s 

life made headlines when, on the night of February 8, 

1954, three armed men entered the home and tied up 

Zerk.  They then proceeded to rob the house of art, 

gems and other valuables, estimated to be worth 

$250,000.00.  None of the items were insured.  For-

tunately, in March, more than half of the stolen 

property was found, and those receiving the stolen 

goods were arrested.  Zerk was considered one of 

the richest men in Kenosha at the time, and that like-

ly made him a target for the thieves.  While some of 

the robbers and their accomplices were eventually 

Ramblings From The Road - Fred Wagner  
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caught and convicted, there was a concern over the 

safety of the main witness, Zerk, as some of the nefar-

ious folks had alleged Mafia ties.  During the investiga-

tion phase, the local police guarded Zerk’s house and, 

for a period of time, had Zerk sleep in the local county 

jail each night. 
 
In August of 1954, Zerk married his fourth wife, Doro-

thy, whom he considered the true love of his life.  He 

went on to live a much quieter life at Dunmovin, passing 

away on December 8, 1968.  His wife lived until 1995.  

Having no children of his own, Zerk’s family line came 

to an end.  Sadly, the Zerk mansion was torn down in 

2013 after the new owners realized that they could not 

afford the extensive repairs needed to restore the 

home. 
 
And to quote the late Paul Harvey, “now you know the 

rest of the story” behind the little grease fitting 

known as a Zerk and its colorful creator.  
 
Fred Wagner. 

  

(Oscar Zerk, by David Conwill, Hemmings Classic Car, 

October 2019, Page18; “Old Kenosha: 1954 Heist saw 

$250K in gems, art, ivory, jade stolen”, Kenosha 

News, June 28, 2020; “Zerk Mansion falls to wreck-

ing ball”, Kenosha News, January 4, 2013).  

Ramblings From The Road - Fred Wagner  
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Greetings from the European Front once again. 
 
When last we visited, we were in Sighisoara, Romania. 

From there we drove to another famous Medieval town 

Sibiu (or Cbiu).  Like many other towns in Europe, it has 

a beautiful cathedral, narrow streets and town squares. 

This city is also part of the Transylvania region of Ro-

mania.  

 
After driving the day to get here, we stayed the night 

on the river bank, then headed to Bucharest the next 

day.  

Typical of staying in town, the place we stayed was in-

teresting. On one side is a nice riverbank, very scenic, 

the other side is the road and a factory building.  

 
And the third picture is a typical evening, Joel working 

on Homework from his BYU courses and me working 

with a customer over the phone. Remember, our eve-

nings are morning in the US, so my workday starts 

around 4:00 to 5:00 in my afternoon. 

Greetings from the European Front  
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We spent a day here, just having a walkabout and ex-

ploring. Two quite interesting attractions are the roofs 

of the various houses and the famous Bridge of Lies.  

Sibiu is also known as the City with Eyes, because the 

roofs on many of the houses are designed with dormers 

that look like eyes. These dormers are for attic venti-

lation, but you can see how they got their name in 

these pictures. 
 

Another unique part of Sibiu was the Bridge of Lies. 

From Wikipedia ” The Bridge of Lies has many leg-

ends surrounding it because of its name. The most pop-

ular one has it that the bridge will collapse when some-

one tells a lie while standing on it. Another legend says 

that the bridge was often crossed by merchants who 

were trying to fool their clients. The ones who were 

caught were tossed off the bridge. According to an-

other legend, the bridge was a meeting place for boys 

attending the military academy and their girlfriends. 

The boys wouldn't show up, leaving their girlfriends 

wait until realizing they have been lied to. One legend 

also has it that the bridge was often crossed by young 

lovers who swore each other eternal love. The girls also 

swore that they were virgin, which often turned out to 

Greetings from the European Front  
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be a lie after the couples got married. As a punishment, they were thrown off the bridge, since it was the place 

where they had lied to their lovers. “ 
 
Based on all these legends, this couple is safe! 
 
The reason the light strands are around us is that they were setting up their Christmas Market. Like many of the 

European cities, they have a Christmas market set up in one of their town squares. This was the smaller square, 

but here is a picture of what the final product looks like at night. 
 

 
 

Greetings from the European Front  
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After spending the day here, we started our journey to 

Bucharest.  
 
First, we drove back to Brasov and spent the night 

there in a grocery store parking lot. Not glamourous, 

but fresh hot bread for breakfast had a certain ap-

peal. The plan was to spend the evening there and when 

we awoke the next day, drive on into Bucharest. You 

know the old adage that begins with “best laid plans of 

mice and men”? As we got there, a customer of ours 

had an issue that needed to be resolved by the next 

day (remember our evening is the US day). So, working 

the next morning (the night in the US) we ended 

spending a good bit of time the next day before we 

could leave Brasov. Fixed everything and then got on 

our way. 
 
Just to give you an idea of the roads, this was one of 

the better highways in Romania. 

We found we would not get to Bucharest until late 

evening, so we stopped in Polesti for the evening. Some 

of you who read WWII history may recognize the 

name of the city. It is the capital of the oil industry of 

Romania and these were the oil fields that supported 

the German army and was bombed many times by the 

Army Air Force. 

Another pleasant night in a parking lot – This time a 

store named Brico – which we call Home Depot in the 

US.  Up early the next morning and on to Bucharest. 
 
As we drove into Bucharest, here is a picture that 

gives you an idea what driving around the city is like.  

So, see you guys next month as we describe the beauti-

ful city of Bucharest and actually finding Black Friday 

sales in Romania. 

Greetings from the European Front  

Text and Photos - Bob Pennington 
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This was the fifth virtual monthly meeting via Zoom.  The meeting, which was originally planned to be physically 

hosted by Richard Dicks, was changed to a virtual meeting due to gathering restrictions caused by the COVID-
19 virus. 
 
TTR President Hal Sharp brought the meeting to order at 3:15 after some fun chatting by TTR members. There 

were ~ 44 Zoom session attendees, plus 4 proxies from absentees, constituting a quorum for TTR club business. 
 
Opening Comments – Fred Wagner outlined the protocol for the Zoom meeting, and Hal thanked Fred for being 

the Zoom meeting coordinator. 

 
Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet. 
 

Membership - Mike Hado – reported the current family membership at 188 after five renewal reminders.  Mike 

believes there are some who will not be renewing which is a typical pattern.   
 
Treasurer’s Report – Hal Sharp for Patsy Papp – reported the inflows, outflows, and current balance.  The over-

all club financial condition is strong.  
 
Regalia – John Wakefield – reported that the tee-shirt procurement has been a challenge. The vendor incor-

rectly sent two dozen white shirts instead of the requested ash grey. The vendor corrected the order with no 

charge for the white shirts.  The price to club members for the 100% cotton shirts in either white or grey will 

be $15, the same as before.  
 
IT - Bob Pennington - reported that he will be adding the page for the web access of six-month old Bluebonnet 

issues this week.  He noted that the archival site for TTR members for all previous Bluebonnets, from 1981 to 

present, is up and running. 
 
Special Events - Mike Rouse – commented there is not much to report with the pandemic situation.  There will 

possibly be a Falling Leaves day drive in late October or early November.  
 
Breakfast Events - John Barrett - reported that he still does not see a line of sight to begin with an event, 

stating that he believes it is largely a confidence issue at this time.  There are plenty of locations available 

when it is safe to return.  Mike Rouse agreed with John’s assessment regarding confidence level. Hal wrapped up 

the discussion by summarizing that group events are on hold for now, but individuals can get together safely as 

they choose. 
 
Old Business  
 

• TTR Autorama Display – Mike Hado reported that there has been a combination of too many activities 

and hot weather to do anything yet.  He plans to choose a Saturday in August to go over there to assess 

the situation.  The current facility owners can get the display down from the loft to get ready for Mike 

and other volunteers.  Mike commented that it will require some diagnosis to figure out what pieces are 

what, and which ones are to be saved.  Mike will send out a note when he is planning to head over there. 
 

TTR Meeting Minutes for August 
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• FOG Trip Update – same as last month – the reservations are in place, but the trip is not a certainty. 
 
• Next meeting – was scheduled to be hosted by Louise Carter, but reconstruction from Harvey might not 

be complete.  Mike and Sallie Rouse volunteered to host the next meeting if it is in-person. 
 
Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 3:46.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten  
 
(M/S/A =   motion made / seconded / approved ) 

TTR Meeting Minutes for August 
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Monthly Meetings Scheduled:  

• September – Mike and Sallie Rouse (or 

ZOOM virtual meeting) 
• October - Prudence & Jerry Gruss 
• November—John & Liz Reynolds 
• December—Annual TTR Christmas Party 

TTR August Meeting Photos and Schedule 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten 
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New Members: 
 
Chic and Shelly Coonrod, Somerville, TX – White 1976 
TR6 

Member News - Mike Hado 

Jonathan Baguley (son of TTR members John and Shu-lien 
Baguley) with long-time girlfriend Kim driving off into the 
sunrise after getting married.  (John admitted he was glad 
they picked the TR6, and he had a hand in dressing up the 
car….) 

 
TTR Birthdays for September 

 
Sue Gruy  1 
Rod Leger  1 
Jane Murray  1 
Caryn Vukelich  2 
Ron Stein  3 
Nancy Money  5 
Tim Maxwell  7 
Jay Rippeto  8 
Karl Rettenmaier  9 
Janet Lydick 10 
Elizabeth Kozak 11 
Jim Burns 12 
Steve Kirsis 13 
Jan Kovach 13 
Allison Fowler 14 
Michelle Guenther 15 
Tim Murphy 16 
Nick Roccaforte 17 
Jeff Tebbe 18 
Chic Coonrod 19 
Mike Vukelich (Virginia) 19 
Marc Dickson 20 
Shideh Haddad 20 
Barbara Moreau 20 
Al Dykes 21 
Hamid Maboudian 22 
Daryl Vaughn 22 
Bill Jumper 23 
Rita Murphy 23 
Joseph Wilke 27 
Nancy Lindsay 29 
Jane McKinley 30 
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Club Events 
 

Breakfast Meetings - Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are on-hold until 

we can conduct them safely.  If things start to 

open up John & Sam will be communicating to you 

via emails from Mike Hado. Stay safe out there 

until we can get together once again. 

 

Monthly Meetings  -   virtual via ZOOM until further notice 

 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

When breakfast meetings resume we meet between 7:30 am & 8 am for coffee & usually eat Breakfast at around 

8:00 am. 

Car viewing after Breakfast 

 

 

Non-club Triumph Events 
 

Triumphest 2020 - Postponed until 2022 – Phoenix, AZ  

 
 

 

 

Houston All British Car Day - October 17, Houston   

                          More information here. 
                                       Registration Currently Disabled 

 

 

https://houstonmgcarclub.wildapricot.org/event-3786372
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   Official Poster of the 2020 Groesbeck Grand Prix.  

You will need to Pre-Purchase tickets to attend visit www.groesbeckgrandprix.com for tickets. 
Limited number of attendees will be allowed.  

2020 Groesbeck Grand Prix - Groesbeck, TX 

http://www.groesbeckgrandprix.com/?fbclid=IwAR1qPgjkEUIn15EQXxCIXZSTUz8FwILl8SMcpnd3E_9x86DunZdF8eKhPPQ
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TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: A tool for testing the tensile strength on every-
thing you forgot to disconnect. 
 
  
CRAFTSMAN 1/2 x 16-INCH SCREWDRIVER: A large prybar that inexplicably 
has an accurately machined screwdriver tip on the end opposite the handle. 
 
  
AVIATION METAL SNIPS: See hacksaw. 
 
  
TROUBLE LIGHT: The home mechanic's own tanning booth. Sometimes called a 
drop light, it is a good source of vitamin D, "the sunshine vitamin," which is not oth-

erwise found under cars at night. Health benefits aside, it's main purpose is to 
consume 40-watt light bulbs at about the same rate that 105-mm howitzer shells 
might be used during, say, the first few hours of the Battle of the Bulge. More of-
ten dark than light, its name is somewhat misleading. 
 
  
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used to stab the lids of old-style paper-and-
tin oil cans and splash oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, 
to strip out Phillips screw heads. 
 
  
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to 
convert common slotted screws into non-removable screws. 
 
  
AIR COMPRESSOR: A machine that takes energy produced in a coal-burning power 
plant 200 miles away and transforms it into compressed air that travels by hose to 
a Chicago Pneumatic impact wrench that grips rusty bolts last over tightened 58 
years ago by someone at GMC, and neatly rounds off their heads. 
  

 To Be Continued ………. 

  

 

Continued list of alternative tool descriptions based on real-life experiences. 

This Photo by 

This Photo by 

Submitted By:  Bob Pennington 

Mechanic’s Tool Descriptions …….. 

http://commons.uncyclomedia.org/wiki/Image:Lampada_da_cantiere.svg
https://diy.stackexchange.com/questions/75212/need-advice-on-air-compressor-for-home-use
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Continuing with the goal of featuring cars of TTR club members, this month again features one of the TTR cars 

that was at the 2019 National Convention in Dripping Springs, TX.  That event was covered with comments and 

photos by Shawn Frank, Editor of The Vintage Triumph, the monthly publication of the Vintage Triumph Register.  

Shawn has provided his permission to use both the text and photos  in the featured cars from that event. 
 
Also, consistent with past Bluebonnets from many years ago, the car owner was asked a few open-ended questions 

to provide some personal background on themselves and their car.  In the text below, the questions are posed, 

followed by the reply by the owner, along with photos from their story line.  The final photos will be from the con-

cours judging at the VTR and the awards banquet. 
 
This month the featured car is the 394.5 point “Best of Class” 1966 Spitfire belonging to Kenny and Lisa Daves, 

TTR members since early 2017.  Here is the story of Kenny and his car: 

How did you get interested in Triumphs? 

 
My interest in Triumphs began back in the early 1990’s 

when a friend told me of a 1957 TR3 sitting in a garage 

while the owner was out of the country. The car was in 

really bad shape and the owner agreed to let it go. 

When I got it home, I realized he wasn’t joking and 

began restoring the car. I had it built up to the rolling 

chassis and putting in a fresh motor and transmission. 

While I was working on it, with my garage door open, a 

gentleman walked up and had to buy the car, as is. The 

offer  was hard to turn down especially when it was 

Christmas time and I had two young boys….my Triumph 

journey was over….but to be continued. 
 
When did you acquire this Triumph?  Where and 

how did you find it? 

 
My 1966 Spitfire was owned by my boss. He parked the 

car in 1977 to repair a bad clutch. After removing the 

transmission, he removed and began disassembling the 

motor thinking it also needed to be rebuilt…..and then 

it happened, he fell and hurt his knee. He placed the 

transmission in the front seat and the motor in the 

trunk and stopped working on the car….it sat in his gar-

age taking up space.  
 
When we began working together, he realized that I 

had an interest in classic cars. It was in 2004 when he 

approached me and mentioned his 1966 Spitfire and 

the condition it was in. He was looking for advice as to 

the next step. I explained to him that it could be a 

parts car, rebuild it and sale it as a running car….or….I 

would come and get it, but not buy it…..his response was 

“NO” to all suggestions. After the same conversation 

and same response during several lunches, it wasn’t un-

til 2009 when his wife interrupted his response and 

told me to come get it…..he didn’t question her authori-

ty. I hired a flatbed wrecker and transferred the car 

to its new home where my wife was waiting and as soon 

as she looked at it, the questions/comments began. Af-

ter 15ish years, the Triumph interest was reborn. 
 
 
 

Kenny with the previous owner 
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What do you know about the history of the 

car?  Any interesting or unusual facts? 

 
The previous owner bought the car while living in Rich-

ardson, TX. and then moved to The Woodlands.  The 

inspection sticker on the window reads 8-1977, which 

indicates its last inspection….I still have that inspec-

tion sticker on the original window. I was told that 

they were the second owner which makes me the third 

owner. I really don’t know how long the previous owner 

owned the car.  
 
Some interesting or unusual facts, well, when I picked 

up the car I noticed that it had been hit in the left 

rear corner panel, the story was that he backed into it 

with his truck…..parked in the wrong spot or not paying 

attention…..that depends on who’s telling the story. I 

also noticed that the front end had been damaged, 

that damaged was caused when he ran over a dog….by 

the looks of the damage, I’m not sure who won that 

battle. The most comforting fact was when he con-

fessed that for many years, it was his wife’s daily 

driver.  
 
What has been done to the car? And what has 

been done since you’ve owned it? 

 
The previous owner maintained the car in its original 

build, even if the transmission was in the passenger 

seat and the motor in the trunk. Once I got it home 

Off the trailer in the driveway 

The interior needed a complete restoration 

Where’s the motor? 

Down to the frame 

Featured Car - Kenny Daves’  Spitfire 
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and started looking at it, it was obvious that it needed 

a complete, nut/bolt, frame off restoration. The res-

toration was going to be a hobby project, sharing time 

and money, with my 1969 Camaro Z11 (Pace Car) and 

1978 Corvette (Pace Car). I began the restoration in 

2012. It was to be restored back to its original build 

including the paint and interior. The project was com-

pleted in 2018 with support from several TTR mem-

bers. I’ve had dogs come and go during this project so 

I must give them credit as well.  

 
I regret that I did not complete the car in time for the 

previous owner to see it, he passed away in 2016. Alt-

hough his wife has not only seen it but was given a ride. 

You know, hearing her, the daily driver, give you compli-

ments, reminisce of the good old days and even the 

frustrating times made the long project worth every 

minute. 

Coming together 

Wiring with a project dog 

Finished result 

Chassis inspection by Annie 

Test drive with a project dog 

Featured Car - Kenny Daves’  Spitfire 
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Has the car been in any shows? 
 
The car was in prime condition in 2019 and I began showing it in a couple local shows, Keels and Wheels, VTR Na-

tionals and AutoRama as part of the TTR display. The car showed very well and received plenty of compliments 

which is very much appreciated by its restorer….me. 

 
 
 
 
 

North American Triumphs 
 
This little beauty, owned by Kenny Daves is a '66 Spitfire 4 

MK2. We spotted it at The Vintage Triumph Register Na-

tional 2019 Concours in Dripping Springs, Texas, hosted 

by the Hill Country Triumph Club, Austin TX. 
 
The Spitfire 4 MK2 is the rarest of the Spitfire line with on-

ly 37,409 made between December 1964 to January 1967. 

The 1147cc inline four cylinder looks right at home in that 

stunningly clean engine bay under the front opening bon-

net that gave the Spitfire its exclusive look. 
 
The near perfect paint is excellent with a famous Triumph 

and British car look of green on black. The impeccable soft 

top is stretched taut. The indefectible interior is very wel-

coming. This has had a bunch of attention and obvious 

love poured into the car with the evident tidiness that 

makes it as nice as the day it rolled off the showroom 

floor. It even has the proper color for the valve cover, 

which a lot of people miss during restoration. 
 
Beautiful Spitfire! 

North American Triumphs Facebook text - Shawn Frank 

Photos from 2019 VTR Concours  

Featured Car - Kenny Daves’  Spitfire 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARByH9gh68x7xIVWoq0J4xCPw8y32AuJ_T_sE22_K-PnfFdxz0Ngb-vc19OsbhJNmvUfyiCUzxedL9wg&hc_ref=ARSOQRYPoAeLwdT9E-pWTY2dAk7i2gzKnfJ_MYvhgei7793B6DU4w92X1fzwMNixOyM&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARByH9gh68x7xIVWoq0J4xCPw8y32AuJ_T_sE22_K-PnfFdxz0Ngb-vc19OsbhJNmvUfyiCUzxedL9wg&hc_ref=ARSOQRYPoAeLwdT9E-pWTY2dAk7i2gzKnfJ_MYvhgei7793B6DU4w92X1fzwMNixOyM&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/NorthAmTriumphs/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCWzpwasUBvOadhSBqLd9f6YNjh2y5BCFKoud5Sbju3Dc_mu2cDBf2z_3ZSg8NRAdpbibx1vC02wJQf&hc_ref=ARQnICCIUw8_-Ic96v21ANuARCKdOqNik33lo26O1rRsdc2jjFRSXKJEjM3zk29cAk0&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDif72kqkr8Iss8ZqR
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109119715780413/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCDGo3FQ3_MHUkK-qoXlYgCbnzCEimPu8HJU28Cs_hPRMm5fgoD1G4jRGuRCp9lrJEP73Nh5glYOoSOljYyTG3SCVziL69nWxVO3iP3glCgNrJHBobPdnmkT8iyKd9GV6w3fFWn22rHCMTRk7G50wW9g-mnzNSd_oag4U54QwSEZ93DAR
https://www.facebook.com/groups/152467700261/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCDGo3FQ3_MHUkK-qoXlYgCbnzCEimPu8HJU28Cs_hPRMm5fgoD1G4jRGuRCp9lrJEP73Nh5glYOoSOljYyTG3SCVziL69nWxVO3iP3glCgNrJHBobPdnmkT8iyKd9GV6w3fFWn22rHCMTRk7G50wW9g-mnzNSd_oag4U54QwSEZ93DARS0W
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What kind of events do you enjoy doing with the 

car?  TTR club events, Regional & National events, 

or other. 

 
The car is still new to me so I’m gaining confidence in 

driving it.  I do have a house rule that all my hobby 

cars are to driven, at minimum, once every two weeks. 

So lately I’ve been driving it around the neighborhood 

and into town along with my puppy Daisy.  
 

I did attend the VTR National last year where we put 

most of the miles on it, after restoration, and found a 

few issues that I addressed when we got home. I’ve yet 

to attend a Regional but hope to when its scheduled. As 

for TTR club tours, I’ve not gone on one yet, mainly be-

cause I’m not sure I can keep up with the group….my car 

does not have an overdrive…..I’m sure it’s just me and I 

need to go and have fun….sometimes playing catchup is 

as much fun as leading. The breakfast events are a dif-

ferent story, I love a good breakfast and will attend 

them when they are hosted in my area. 

2019 Auto-Rama 

2019 Auto-Rama 

2019 Auto-Rama car placard 

Kenny with “Best of Class” award  
at 2019 VTR Nationals 

Story - Kenny Daves, John Hanten  

Photos - Shawn Frank, Kenny Daves, Fred Wagner 

Featured Car - Kenny Daves’  Spitfire 
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This month the Triumph link is to a 12 minute video 

recounting the history of the Triumph Spitfire from 

the initial concept through the final series.  The nar-

rated YouTube video, produced by Big Car, discusses 

the business strategy of introducing the Spitfire, as 

well as competition from other small sports car makers 

like MG and Austin Healy.  There are a few ads along 

the way in the video, but they can be skipped after a 

few seconds.  Overall this video is very well done with 

great photos, graphics, and embedded videos from 

back in the 1950’s and 60’s. 
 
The opening narrative of the video: 
 
The Spitfire is a beautiful automobile, a thing of wonder 

penned by an Italian genius, but it almost never happened. 

If not for a chance find in the dusty corner of a factory it 

would have remained merely a “could have been”. But Tri-

umph produced a car that still inspires new creations to-

day and has a strong and loyal fan base around the world, 

nearly sixty years since it burst on the scene.  

The Triumph Spitfire Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhbPPVBRhE0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhbPPVBRhE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhbPPVBRhE0
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September  2020    TTR Regalia 

 

 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

  

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Men’s Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact John Wakefield, Regalia Master. 

   
See website for additional info.  Customized TTR-logo shirts are availa-

ble through Lands End on-line purchase. 
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Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters, 

and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf 

plates. 

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors Other Triumph-related designs 

2020 Polar Bear Run  

TTR Drive Souvenir Magnets 

2020 Bluebonnet Run  2019 Falling Leaves  

Pricing: 

•   Round Magnets - $5   
•   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets) 
•   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25 
•   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional) 

 
Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can 

cast to order.  jbh 

2020 Round Top Lunch Run  
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It’s been a hot month outside, but relatively cool with 

the AC cranked in the garage. 
 
We finished up the work on Vince’s TR4 project and 

Vince called Ralph to come up to the garage and flat-

bed the TR4 back to his garage. 
 
The camber is slightly off on the TR4 (a bit too much 

positive camber) so Vince ordered the adjustable Ful-

crum kit from Revington TR in the UK. I wasn’t too fa-

miliar with the kit, but – after scouring their website, 

plus reviewing the documention provided with the kit – 

it looks like Revington TR has developed a kit that al-

lows for about 3 degrees of camber change. They origi-

nally made the parts for their TR4 rallye car, so 

they’ve definitely used their own kit. They also make a 

kit for the TR4a through TR6 giving some camber ad-

justment for people who race their cars, or have acci-

dent damage. 
 
Part of installing their kit is to use the front and rear 

upper Wishbones from a TR4a – TR6, their high-

Jerry & Karl driving Vince’s TR4 once they got the 
tune corrected 

Jerry checking valve clearance to find an issue for 
the car running lean 

Going back to Vince’s garage 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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articulation top ball joints and their left and right hand 

3 degree trunnions. Plus, you are going to need to re-

new the bushings for the Wishbones and the trunnions. 

If I get additional information from Vince on the in-

stallation, I’ll add it to a future article. If anyone has 

experience with the kit, let me know and I’ll pass on to 

Vince. 

 
Karl and I started the Weber 40 DCOE installation on 

Patina this month. I really didn’t know much about We-

bers when we started and felt bad that my Weber in-

stallation project was quickly becoming Karl’s project. 

We couldn’t quite get the carbs to idle well before Karl 

had to take off back to Tucson to finish up his garage 

project, so I took the break to read everything I could 

on Webers to get up-to-speed. The Haynes Weber 

manual is pretty good, plus I read John Passini’s books 

on Weber theory and Tuning and Maintenance. Passini’s 

a bit pleonastic (i.e., turns a matchbook into a novel), 

but he knows his stuff. I then spent 8 hours on 

YouTube University and on-line forums trying to figure 

out how to correctly rebuild and tune the DCOEs. It 

Karl checking out the compression on the pistons 

100K miles on Webers when I originally bought the 
car 

Karl tearing into the Webers for initial start-up 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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was interesting to note that most of the YouTube folks 

ended up quoting theory from the Weber Tuning manu-

al, so much so that I ordered the book myself. 

 
One important component of tuning the 40 DCOEs for 

our TR6s is making sure you don’t have more than 4 

pounds of fuel pressure and that you have a lot of flow. 

The square Facet electric fuel pump I had installed 

originally for my SUs just doesn’t have the flow need-

ed, so I finally ordered a Carter dry-lift pump to re-

place the Facet. The Facet seemed to have the needed 

fuel pressure, but it didn’t have near enough flow need-

ed by 6 hungry throttles. Another item that I was sur-

prised about was that most people running the Carter 

fuel pumps recommend not having an adjustable fuel 

regulator in-line as the regulator reduces the flow 

needed. Guess I’ll remove the King regulator once I get 

the Carter fuel pump installed. The Carter self-
regulates at 4 pounds of pressure and 34 gallons per 

hour, so I’ll be interested in seeing the impact that has 

on tuning the Webers. 
 
It’s also been interesting learning about how the We-

bers were originally sold in kits. Apparently, there 

were two kits made for our TR6s; the American Weber 

kit and the European Weber kit. The American kit was 

sold with 27mm Venturis (aka, chokes) to fit the lower 

compression, mildly cammed TR6s sold here, while the 

European kit came with 30mm Venturis for the higher 

compression, performance cammed fuel injected TR6s 

across the pond. The American kit was also sold with 

leaner main jetting. I’ve been spending quite a bit of 

cash with Pierce Manifold ensuring my Webers can han-

dle the higher compression, performance cam, porting/

polishing, roller rockers and other performance parts I 

used when I built the engine originally. 
 
I was originally frustrated that the SUs previously in-

stalled on the TR6 were so easy to set-up and per-

formed flawlessly and I seemed to be going backwards 

with the Weber install. However, once I took it on my-

self to try to understand the theory and tuning as-

pects of the Webers, the project took on a new, more 

challenging aspect that’s forced me to really dig into a 

Webers moved from their static display in the of-
fice to the garage 

Setting up carbs on Patina 

Weber 40 DCOEs certainly look the part in the 
engine compartment!  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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topic I was originally intimidated by. The Webers were 

already installed on Patina when I bought it from the 

original owner. I had them originally rebuilt by a guy in 

Florida who seemed to do a really nice job restoring 

the carbs, but Karl and I suspect that either he didn’t 

set them up correctly, or there was some underlying 

issue with the carbs (they did have about 100,000 

miles on them) that he didn’t address. Either way, it’s 

time to tear them down once again and ensure every-

thing is setup correctly before we install them again on 

Patina. 
 
I’ll either have a nice running TR6 with Webers, or one 

running on SUs with a lot of spare Weber parts. Either 

way, it’s been interesting learning about the Webers 

this month. 
 
A bunch of the JDM (Japanese Domestic Market) guys 

run what they call Broadway mirrors on their Japanese 

cars. They are bigger and flatter than the stock mir-

rors and just clip over the stock mirror. I finally broke 

down and bought one for the Black RX7 this month. It 

really gives a more panoramic view of the road behind 

you, plus it was cheap and easy to install. It also looks 

cool in a sort of retro way. This is the type of project 

I love; quick and easy. 

 
 
John Baguley finally got the 4-cylinder from the TR7 

delivered this month. I took possession of the Rover 

JDM Mirror for RX7 

JDM Mirror installed on the Black RX7 

Rover V8 in the garage for the upgrade from TR7 
to TR8 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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V8 I bought from Karl and so I rented a motorcycle 

trailer from U-Haul to pick-up the V8 from Karl’s mini-
warehouse and then transported the 4-cylinder over to 

John’s house to give me enough space in the storeroom 

in my garage to move my new purchase. John was more 

excited by his new engine than Shu-lien was, but she 

did make Karl and me some great pizza after we un-

loaded the engine. Plus, after 3 hours in the heat mov-

ing engines around, the beer sure hit the spot. John’s 

starting to get quite a collection of Triumphs with his 

TR6, TR7 and new TR4. Plus, his ’67 Camaro and Miata 

are cool, too.  
 

I finally got back to building the LS1 V8 for my Datsun 

240Z project this month. I originally thought I had 

some issues with the thrust bearing on the engine, but 

once I applied the correct measuring tools to the prob-

lem, I quickly realized that I didn’t have an issue. At 

this point I’ve got the crank and all the pistons in-

stalled, so I have the short block ready to go.  
 
The next step was to install the cam into the engine. 

I’m not sure if I mentioned in a previous article, but I 

bought the heads and cam from Trick Flow as their 

components should give me an easy 400 horse power. I 

cleaned the new cam using mineral spirits and surfaced 

an issue with rust spots on the cam from sitting in the 

box. When the cam arrived about a year ago, I checked 

that the cam was sent with a protective coating and – 

Needs quite a bit of cleaning, but should look cool 
in the TR7 

Sizing piston rings for the engine 

Pistons ready for rings before installation in the 
LS1 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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as it was -  I placed the box on a shelf in my aircondi-

tioned storage room. I did think it was a bit odd the 

cam didn’t have the usual Chinese Finger torture plas-

tic that most cams come wrapped in, but I really didn’t 

figure it would cause an issue. I’ve got a ticket in to 

Summit Racing (where I bought the cam) to see what 

my options might be with Trick Flow as they only pro-

vide a 90-day warranty. I buy a ton of stuff from Sum-

mit, so I’m curious to see what they say. Worst case I 

guess I buy another cam from Trick Flow. I’m always a 

bit AR with all the machined parts I get from the ma-

chine shop, so I’m a bit disappointed in myself that I 

didn’t check the cam out more thoroughly and then lu-

bricate it further and then wrap it in cellophane. Oh, 

well, you live and you learn I guess….  
 
That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, 

stay safe!  

Setting up the rings on the piston 

Installing pistons into the block 

Pistons installed 

Sizing piston rings for the engine 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 

Story and Photos - James Moore 
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So now it’s September, dog-days of summer with cer-

tainty only about continued 90 degree heat and humid-

ity, and the necessity to wear face masks whenever 

entering a store or facility.  It seems like ages ago 

when the first mandate “Fifteen Days to Slow the 

Spread” was enacted, with the general belief that this 

whole thing would blow over quickly and things would 

get back to normal.  Now, over 165 days in, things are 

still not normal, but many people have adjusted and are 

coping quite well.  Some businesses are faring 

well…..Amazon, ZOOM, NetFlix, baking suppliers, even 

toy companies with increased sales of dolls to help 

pass the stay-at-home time of young girls.  I’m glad to 

see so many club members on the monthly ZOOM calls, 

and I hear of networking and sanity-check calls be-

tween members.  

I’ve continued with the TTR Featured Cars series, with 

Kenny Daves’ Spitfire featured in this issue.  There are 

several additional cars already lined up for upcoming 

issues, and I will send out more requests to line up addi-

tional cars to be featured.  
 
And I continue to work to find content that will be in-

teresting, given that there isn’t any of the typical 

monthly content featuring breakfast meetings, monthly 

meetings, or in-person Tech Sessions.  I welcome any 

contributions from TTR members about drives, Tech 

Tips, or any Triumph related topic.  And the digitized 

archive of the Bluebonnet may provide a rich resource 

for reflective articles from earlier years.                                                         

  

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

Cockpit Management Tip 
 
One of the skills taught in flight training is the con-

cept of Cockpit Management - the need to have all of 

the necessary equipment handy for a safe flight (or 

drive) without being distracted by having to search 

for something when needed.  The same concept ap-

plies while driving our Triumphs, where generally two 

hands are necessary to steer the car and work the 

gearshift, leaving exactly no hands to hold the bev-

erage container or the phone which might be used as 

a communications tool or a GPS map. 
 
Working on our own Cockpit Management techniques, 

I searched for a suitable way to mount my iPhone to 

the car in a way that would provide an eye-level dis-

play while in use, but still be easily unmounted leaving 

no trace for a sharp-eyed concours judge to detect 

and deduct points for non-originality.  There are no 

doubt multiple solutions out there, but I selected a 

Scosche Magicmount Universal Magnetic Phone/Gps 

Suction Cup Mount, (available for $14.99 from Ama-

zon and other vendors.)  This device easily attaches 

to the windshield of our TR6, and provides steady 

eye-level display when navigating, The phone is at-

tached by a steel plate that sits between the phone 

case and the phone, and the strong magnet on the 

mount holds the phone in place.        
      jbh                                                                                                             
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“Across The Pond” 
Match the US car part name with the corresponding British name    

above or raised 
Department of Transportation 
flywheel gear, or starter gear 
Vice grips 
bugeye 
2 door coupe 
pry 
wrist pin 
truck 
kerosene 
gasoline 
convertible top 
hubcap 
dashboard 
unibody 
tachometer 
front of car 
knocking or pinging 
5 US Quarts 
drive shaft 
vent window 
transmission 
DOT 
gasket sealant 

lorry                       
fixed-head coupe            
petrol                      
ring gear                   
nose                        
prise                       
monocoque                   
MOT                         
pinking                     
nave plate                  
Gallon  (Imperial)          
gudgeon pin                 
Ministry of Transport       
rev counter                 
paraffin                    
mole wrench                 
quarterlight                
frogeye                     
proud                       
jointing compound           
gearbox                     
hood                        
fascia                      
prop shaft                  

above or raised

Department of Transportation

flywheel gear, or starter gear

Vice grips

bugeye

2 door coupe

pry

wrist pin

truck

kerosene

gasoline

convertible top

hubcap

dashboard

unibody

tachometer

front of car

knocking or pinging

5 US Quarts

drive shaft

vent window

transmission

DOT

gasket sealant

lorry                      
fixed-head coupe           
petrol                     
ring gear                  
nose                       
prise                      
monocoque                  
MOT                        MOT                        MOT

pinking                    
nave plate                 
Gallon (Imperial)         
gudgeon pin                
Ministry of Transport      
rev counter                
paraffin                   
mole wrench                
quarterlight               
frogeye                    
proud                      
jointing compound          
gearbox                    
hood                       
fascia                     
prop shaft                 

US Term British Term 

Submitted By:  John Hanten
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-
bership meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we 
have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 
(281.807.4780).  

 We look forward to meeting you!  

 
Check one:    New Membership      Renewal Update 
 
Member’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
         
Birthday (month/day)  _____________/_____________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: ___________________________________________ 
        
Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________         
 
Street (or Mailing) Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
 City: ____________________________________ State: _____  Zip:  _________ 
 
  Home Phone:  _______________ Work phone: _____________   Cell:  _______________ 
 
  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 
them: 

 
Optional:  Send in a photo 
of yourself/selves and 
your Triumph(s).   

 

Year      Model         Commission No.                Color                                Condition* 
_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
_____ ___________   _______________________  ________        ______________ 
 
*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car 
 

Dues: $30 per year per family. 
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  –or-- 

 
On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website! 

TTR Membership Form 




