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January 2022

Happy New Year everyone! Well, we survived the 
2020 & 2021 Covid scourge and can move on to a 
normal year in 2022. Wait! What? Isn’t that 

stuff supposed to be over by now? Aauugghh!
*@#!@ It appears that we must continue with 
the safety precautions we developed during the 
last two years to keep ourselves, family and 
friends safe.

On a much lighter note, those of you who did not 
attend the TTR Holiday Party last month missed a 

really terrific day of beautiful “top down” Triumph 
weather, good fun, great fellowship and awesome 
food at Brennan’s. We all owe a very special 
thanks to Prudence Gruss, Liz Reynolds, Sharon 
Schumann and Marie Hado to putting together one 

of the best parties EVER. The generosity that we 
always show was on full display as the mountain of 
toys and $425 in cash donations have been assem-
bled and delivered to Toys for Tots. Thanks to 
Prudence Gruss and Liz Reynolds for driving San-

ta’s sleigh to make the delivery to Toys for Tots. 

In preparation for 2022 and beyond, we received 
word from the Hill Country Triumph Club that the 

leadership team that has historically put on the 
All British Car Days event in Round Rock is ready 
to step aside and hopes to get a new team to take 
it over. The HCTC hopes to get a few volunteers 
from each club in the South Central Region to cre-

ate an interclub team to take on this task and has 
invited interested folks to step up. I shared this 
matter with everyone at the Holiday Party and am 
pleased to report that Mike Woodward and David 
Fowler both volunteered to engage with this ef-

fort. If anyone else is interested in helping to 
keep this really fun spring event going, please 
reach out to Mike or David.

Don’t forget to get your Triumphs oiled and wa-
tered in preparation for the Jan 22nd Polar Bear 
Run. Mike & Sallie Rouse have done their usual 
stellar job of planning this year’s route and the 

details are shared in the following pages of this 
newsletter. 

Once the Polar Bear Run is over it might be time 
to undertake those “off season” maintenance and 
upgrade tasks that we’ve all been saving up 
for.  My list includes realigning my windscreen 

rake to match the leading edge angle of the side 
windows, replacing window winder mechanisms in 
both doors and possibly upgrading to some Miata 
seats. It will be spring before we know it and 
time to head over to Boerne for the 2022 SC Re-

gionals.

That’s it for now, so remember to get those Tri-
umphs on the road as often as you can.

From the President … 
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January 2022  Tales of a Wondering Mechanic – Jerry Gruss 

This year Boxing Day is designated as December 26th. 

Boxing day is not a holiday to celebrate the life of 

Cassius Clay or Muhammad Ali or the likes. Boxing Day 

is not the day to celebrate the arrival of the moving 

company truck. Boxing day is supposed to be a celebra-

tion of and by the poor and is often celebrated with 

gifts. It is celebrated differently in different places. 
 
I celebrated Boxing Day a little early in Katy, Texas. I 

offered a set of (4) differential reinforcement plates 

from The Roadster Factory to a poor TR6 in need. A 

welder was hired to visit with his welding equipment 

securely mounted on a trailer and participated in the 

festivities.  

As you can easily see in the ‘Before” picture, the ex-

isting differential mount was having so much fun, it 

cracked up. A weld is supposed to be stronger than 

the original metal, and apparently this welder is also 

strong.  

 
In the “During” picture, you can see the welder holding 

the TR6 up with his knees while welding the reinforce-

ment plates to the underside.  
 

 
The “After” picture clearly shows the oversized 

plates’ hang over has been cleared and is ready for the 

differential to be remounted. I don’t usually mount a 

differential during Boxing Day as it sounds a little in-

appropriate. Regardless, boxing in the mounts should 

eliminate the squeak and require no future attention. 

Hopefully this triumphant repair will be the last of a 

long list of needed repairs in this particular Triumph. 
 
However you spend your Boxing Day, try to include 

your Triumph(s). 

Wondering Mechanic 

Before 

During 

After 
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January 20222021 Year in Review - TTR Group Photos

January - Polar Bear Run (social distancing)

March - Bluebonnet Run

September - VTR Nationals

October - Houston All British Car Day

October - Falling Leaves Tour

November - AutoRama Display setup
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January 2022  2021 Year in Review - Bluebonnet Covers 

January  February March April 

May June July August 

September October November December 
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January 2022

The December meeting was held on December 5, 2021,  in conjunction with the annual TTR Christmas Party, this 
year at Brennan’s Restaurant. TTR President Hal Sharp called the meeting to order at 12:05.  There were about 
70 attendees in the room constituting a quorum for club business.  

Approval of Minutes – M/S/A to approve the minutes from the last meeting as published in the last Bluebonnet.

Membership – Mike Hado – we are currently at 194 family memberships.  

Treasurer’s report - Hal for Patsy Papp – reported inflows, outflows, and current balance in the club account.

Regalia & IT – no report.

Special Events 

• Polar Bear Run – Hal Sharp for Mike Rouse – reported the event is still on the calendar for January 22, 
2022.  Club emails with details have been sent out and information is in the Bluebonnet.  Please contact 
Mike Rouse directly regarding questions.  

• AutoRama – Dave Smith – provided a recap of the event.  Overall, it was a good show with lots of TTR vol-
unteers, however the show was a bit smaller than in previous years.

• Autocross – Hal Sharp – Mentioned that some Autocross participants had wondered if it would be possible 
to arrange some Autocross instruction.  The show of hands indicated that enough members would be inter-
ested so Hal and Dusty will arrange for a spring date at HPD and develop an instruction program.  We’ll do 
some instruction in the morning with timed competitive runs afterwards. 

Breakfast Meetings - John Barrett - reported that breakfast events are proceeding smoothly, and some of the 
venues are being removed from the rotation, primarily for slow service problems.

New Business

• 2023 Regionals - Hal – reported that a team is investigating some possible venues.  There are some com-
mittee chairs already filled, and there will be progress to report soon.

• Texas All British Car Day – Hal – reported that he had been contacted by Rip Torn from the Hill Country 
Triumph Club.  Rip said that he is looking for a few volunteers from each club in the SC Region to assist 
with this annual event held each fall in Round Rock, TX.  Hal requested that TTR members let Hal know if 
you are interested.  Before the party was over Mike Woodward and David Fowler volunteered to engage 
with the HCTC to assist in the effort.  THANK YOU, Mike & David.

• Next Monthly Meeting – Hal – reported that the January 8 meeting will be hosted by John and Shu-lien 
Baguley.  Look for details in a club email.

• President’s Award – Hal – provided some background about the annual award and announced that this year 
the award goes to Mike and Marie Hado. A brief presentation ceremony followed the announcement.

Adjourn - M/S/A to adjourn at 12:20.    Minutes recorded and edited by John Hanten. 

TTR Meeting Minutes for December
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On Sunday, December 5, about seventy TTR members 

converged on Brennan’s Houston restaurant dressed in 

their seasonal finery and ready for the TTR annual 

Christmas Party after a one-year hiatus due to covid.

The venue was a spacious high-ceilinged private room on 

the second floor with large round banquet tables that 

allowed plenty of space for attendees to mix and min-

gle. The group began arriving shortly after 11:00 for 

socializing, with several TTR members actively taking 

photographs of the attendees and event activi-

ties. Entertainment was provided by a roaming Jazz 

Trio consisting of a jazz guitar, upright string bass, 

and a singer / trumpet player, and by a TTR event loop-

ing slide show featuring over 600 photographs from 

TTR events during 2021.

The meal arrangements were made in advance, with a 

choice of appetizer, entrée, and Brennan’s famous Ba-

nanas Foster for dessert. The tables had holiday deco-

rations, centerpieces, and personal reindeer-themed 

place tags indicating choice of appetizer and entrée. 

The details included a custom-printed menu featuring 

the TTR 40th Anniversary logo.

The business meeting began shortly after noon, with 

TTR President Hal Sharp quickly stepping through the 

routine business matters as documented in the meeting 

minutes. The last order of business was the naming of 

the TTR President’s Award, this year to Mike and Ma-

rie Hado, longtime members and vital contributors to 

TTR through the years in a variety of roles. (See side-

bar for more details).

Following the meal, which was not rushed and provided 

time for more socializing, most of the attendees par-

ticipated in a fun gift exchange that has become a TTR 

tradition. The Left – Right game involves reading a 

script prepared by TTR sonneteer Jerry Gruss, that 

contains the words Left and Right many times through-

out the script. Participants pass their wrapped packag-

es Left or Right as dictated by the script until the 

script is finished, and participants are holding their 

gift. The provisions allow for swapping of gifts if 

there are opportunities for a mutual upgrade.

The Christmas Party also included a charity toy drive, 

with unwrapped presents brought to the event which 

were later donated to charity (along with $425 in cash 

donations) on behalf of the club.

Overall this was a successful, fun, and well organized 

event thanks to Pru Gruss and her support team includ-

ing Sharon Schumann, Marie Hado, Liz Reynolds and 

Allison Fowler. There were also many additional helping 

hands provided during the event to haul and set up the 

AV equipment, set up the TTR banquet display sign, and 

move the charity toys out to the delivery vehicle.

Thanks to all the contributors and participants who 

made this festive event possible!

There are lots of photos on the following pages, and 

the complete set of photos, along with the 2021 slide 

show, will be loaded to the TTR Bluebonnet Archive 

site with email instruction coming shortly on how to 

access them. 

2021 TTR Christmas Party
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party 

TTR Custom Menu Truffle Roasted Chicken 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party 

TTR President’s Award 
 
The TTR President’s Award was established in 

1992 and awarded by the acting president 

(typically each year) to the person or couple who 

have made outstanding volunteer contributions to 

TTR and helped to promote the spirit of our 

friendly club.  
 
The criteria are engraved on the perpetual tro-

phy: 
 
“This annual spirit award is given to a member in 

appreciation for their service and enthusiasm in 

support of our club’s activities and responsibili-

ties.” 

 

This year the award went to Mike and Marie 

Hado, who won the award in the first year, 1992, 

and are the only repeat winners of this award. 
 
Congratulations Mike and Marie! 

TTR President Hal Sharp making the  
presentation 

Mike & Marie Hado - 2021 Awardees 

Close up of the “keeper” wall plaque 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party - Left / Right Exchange 

Plenty of spirited package-passing with this clever Left-Right script penned by Jerry Gruss 

Liz and Diane reading Left-Right script Package passing captured with a high-speed lens 
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January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party - Photo Gallery 



 

 17 

 

January 2022  2021 TTR Christmas Party - Photo Gallery 
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January 20222021 TTR Christmas Party - Photo Gallery

Story - John Hanten, Pru Gruss 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten,  Mike Hado, Tere Jeffries
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January 2022Member News - Mike Hado

New Members:

Miguel Tato & Maite Bajo, The Woodlands, TX – 1970 Blue GT6

Charles Peckham, Houston, TX – 1973 White TR6

TTR Birthdays for January

Gary Myers 1

Sheridan Pollard 1

Diane Jolley 3

Franz Bachmann 4

Shelly Coonrod 4

Greg Sidora 5

Chuck Horn 7

Gary Ramirez 11

Bob Vogt 11

Heasley Rook 13

Rebecca Eackles 14

Eileen Grover 14

Kathy Richolson 14

Jay Jablonski 15

Gabe Rodriguez 15

Mike Bee 18

Noemi Biasucci 18

Shannon Henderson 19

Marina Hirsch 19

Althea Ashworth 21

Linda Brown 26

Shu-lien Baguley 27

Connie Elliott 29

Denee Weir 29

Angelica Wirtes 29

Tami Gull 30

Mark Hammerbacher 31

Joan Postma 31
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January 2022  

Breakfast Meetings 
Saturday Travelling Breakfasts are back in full swing!  See the schedule be-

low and join in the weekend Saturday morning club tradition. 

NOTE; See the TTR Meetup website for specific information for all events:  

https://www.meetup.com/TexasTriumphRegister/  

Breakfast meetings begin at 8:00 unless otherwise noted (some restaurants don’t open until 8:00).  

Car viewing after Breakfast. 

 
Upcoming Club Events 
 

• January  8, 2022 - Monthly Meeting - John & Shu-lien Baguley -  hosts - 2:00 Start.  Details in club email 

• January 22, 2022 - Polar Bear Run - Details in club email and upcoming Bluebonnets 

• February 12, 2022 - Monthly Meeting - Nancy Money & John Hanten host - 2:00 Start.  Details in club email 

 

  
 

 
 ______  Monthly Meeting       ______  Driving Event   _____     Car Show Event 

TTR Club Calendar 

Date  Location Address 

• January 01, 2022 Black Bear Diner - Sugar Land 13590 University Blvd #100, Sugar Land, TX 77004 

• January 08, 2022 Skeeter's Mesquite Grill 5529 Weslayan Street, Houston, TX 77005 

• January 15, 2022 Kelley's Country Cookin' - Pearland 2933 E. Broadway (FM 518), Pearland TX 77581 

• January 22, 2022 Humble City Café  (7:00 AM Start) 200 Main Street, Humble TX 77338 

• January 29, 2022 Harris County Smokehouse - Katy 222 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy TX 77494 

• February 05, 2022 Canyon Creek Café Bar and Grill 6603 Westcott St. Houston, TX 77004 

• February 12, 2022 Yale Street Grill 2100 Yale Street, Houston TX 77008 



21

January 2022

The Pickett House is part of the Heritage Village 
Museum, a collection of buildings and artifacts de-

picting the small farm and timber community of 
the mid 1800’s to about 1920.

The menu since that time has not changed from 
its “Country Cooking Boarding House Style” fea-
turing fried chicken and cobbler dessert.

Bargain pricing - $15.82/person and includes taxes 

and gratuity, and it’s all you can eat. The meeting 
room (40 people) has been reserved for TTR.

Admission Fees to the Heritage Village Museum:

Adults:  $5

The total planned drive route is 161 miles.  Your 
total drive distance will also include travel to and 
from the route start and route end to your home. 

The Meet-up location is the Shell station at 11403 
FM 1960, Huffman, TX  77336.  Meet-up time is 
9:00 with departure time of 9:15.  Route to the 
restaurant includes a planned pit stop.  Begin re-

turn to Houston at 1:15.

More details in TTR email.  Contact  Mike Rouse at 

mtrtrain@aol.com to reserve a spot and get an in-
formation package.

What:   2022 Polar Bear Run

When:   January 22nd, 2022    

Where:  Drive to Woodville, TX, for lunch   

at the Pickett House. 

Who:    Open to all TTR members and  

guests

2022 Polar Bear Run Information
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January 2022

The South Texas Triumph Association is pleased to extend this advance invita-

tion to all of you for the 2022 South Central VTR Regionals to be held April 

21st through April 24th, 2022 in Boerne, Texas.

Please see our website at www.sotxtriumphassn.org for early online registration 

and full details of the Regional, a schedule of events, and information for local 

hospitality.

A brief preview of the activities and costs is outlined below:

Host Hotel – The Bevy Doubletree by Hilton. A limited number of rooms are re-

served for our group @ $149.00 per room per night + tax. Each hotel room night 

includes breakfast for two.  Your Bevy/Hilton Host Hotel Link is: HERE

Additional Rooms are available at the Comfort Inn & Suites Texas Hill Country 

of Boerne at around $129 per room night + tax & includes breakfast for each 

person. Link HERE

Registration Base fee: $75 per car, additional cars - $15 each.

Saturday Night Awards Dinner: $50.00 each, cash bar available.

Registration On Site: begins Thursday, April 21st, 2022 through Sat morning, 

April 23rd, 2022.

Self Guided Hill Country Drives of Boerne and surrounding Texas Hill Country.

Funkhana & Autocross: Saturday, April 23rd, 2022

Concours De Elegance: Car Show Friday afternoon, April 22nd, 2022.

As your club begins planning for the New Year, we hope you will schedule the 

South Central VTR Regionals on your club calendar and make preparations to at-

tend.

The Coordinators for this event are Joe Kboudi and Larry McDonald. 

Joe may be reached at 210-884 -3036 or jmkboudi@gmail.com. 

Larry at 210-912-5545 or larry.mcdonald53@gmail.com

We are looking forward to an amazing gathering of all our Triumph friends and 

guests in April 2022 and hope to see you there!

Best regards,

Joe Kboudi and Larry McDonald

2022 VTR South Central Regional Co-Chairpersons

2022 South Central VTR Regionals Details

http://www.sotxtriumphassn.org
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/satbvdt-the-bevy-hotel-boerne/
https://www.choicehotels.com/texas/boerne/comfort-inn-hotels/txf05?mc=llgoxxpx
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The Vintage Triumph Register (VTR) is a North American Triumph car club of 

over 2,800 Triumph owners and enthusiasts supporting and showcasing all 

models of Triumphs. The 2022 convention will be hosted by the Illinois Sports 

Owner Association (ISOA), one of the largest and most active Triumph clubs 

in the country from August 29 - September 1, 2022.

Compete in an autocross challenge, participate in a funkhana event, drive in a 

road rallye on our carefully selected back roads, and even learn about your car 

in our expert-led technical sessions. However you choose to spend your week, 

you'll get to enjoy it in the company of great people who are just as Triumph-
crazy as you are.   

See you in Galena!

VTR2022 Information, Schedule, and Registration Links

VTR2022 National Convention video 

Host Hotel: Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa

Tucked among The Galena Territory's 6,800 rolling acres of pristine woodlands 

and open countryside, the world-class Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa offers “country 

elegant” hotel accommodations and villas amid breathtaking scenery, champion-

ship golf courses, and miles of hiking trails--all just minutes from the quaint 

shopping and dining of Galena, Illinois.

Eagle Ridge has numerous luxuriously appointed hotel-style rooms and suites 

available in the main lodge. In addition, there are plenty of villas available locat-

ed on the resort property, close to the main lodge. These spacious villas come 

with full kitchens, an outdoor patio complete with a grill, and free shuttle ser-

vice to the main lodge. Importantly, the single bed villas are available at the 

same low negotiated rate as the hotel rooms. Additionally, there are two bed-

room, two bath villas available for sharing.

All of these accommodations on the resort property will go quickly, so please 

don’t delay in making your reservations and registering for VTR 2022. Those who 

book accommodations and register for the convention before April 1 will receive

$25 worth of “Eagle Ridge Bucks” to spend at the resort.

Room Block Code: 69570B

Reservation Phone: (800) 892-2269

Open from 8am-6pm (until 9pm on Tuesday/Wednesday)

2022 VTR National Convention Details

https://www.vtr2022.org/information-links
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10YhvZknMrYylfLj6iK3Lo7IL-4WgPjKj/view?fbclid=IwAR1UXzZy9n7bX0ZpJWCcsPVSYRd_UTO0KrZTbMMV5qO5IhQEAi1GkuBVKVo
https://www.eagleridge.com/
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January 2022National Triumph Clubs

Become a VTR Member

The Vintage Triumph Register 
has its benefits.  A national 
club of Triumph enthusiasts 
spanning the globe needs you 
as a member.  Affiliate club 
membership is not an auto-
matic membership to VTR.
Some of the benefits:

• The Vintage Triumph Magazine - Our award-
winning bi-monthly color publication.

• 2022 VTR National Meet in Galena, Illinois
• Access to a large number of local clubs.
• Website with reference material and members-only 

sections covering all Triumph models.
• Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. 

(Factory trace documents on other Triumph models 
no longer available

• Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
• Specific vehicle consultants and experts

Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

National Affiliations

https://vintagetriumphregister.org/
http://www.vtr.org
http://www.triumphregister.com
http://www.6-pack.org
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January 2022  Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 

December 04, 2021 

Photos - John Hanten  

Meadows Place, TX 
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January 2022  

Photos - John Hanten & Fred Wagner 

Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 

Kirby District,  Houston, TX 

December 11, 2021 
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January 2022  Traveling Triumph Breakfast Club 

Photos - Fred Wagner, John Hanten, & Nancy Money  

December 18, 2021 

Spring, TX 
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January 2022    TTR Regalia 

 

 

For more information and availability of shirt sizes, or If you have ideas 
or requests for new items, contact David Fowler, Regalia Master. 

   

See website Regalia section for additional information and access to 
TTR Land’s End Storefront for logo embroidered items. 

Partial List of TTR Regalia 

  

Item $ 

Ladies Hats 12 

Gray TTR T-shirts 15 

Grille Badge 35 

Men’s Hats 15 

License Plate Frames 20 

Hat Pins     7.5 

Iron on Logo Patches    5 

TR-3 Coffee Cups    3 

40th Anniversary Logo now 
available through Regalia  
section on the club website 
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January 2022TTR Resin Regalia – John Hanten

Currently I have molds for round refrigerator magnets, rectangular pendants (ornaments or magnets), coasters, 

and shelf plates.  The round designs are available as 2.25” magnets, 4” rimmed cork-backed coasters, or 7” shelf 

plates.

Late-TR6 available Triumph colors Other Triumph-related designs

TR6 Windscreen Trim Protector

Heavy chrome car-wrap 
vinyl to protect the 
area around the con-
vertible locking pins.  
Protect new trim cap, 
or cover and protect an 
existing scratched cap. 
Apply with soapy water 
and small squeegee. 

Package of 3 for $5, 
free shipping.

Special Items
40th Anniversary  
magnet or coaster

Pricing:

•   Round Magnets - $5  

•   Pendants - $5 (drilled with jump ring included, or as magnets)

•   Coasters - $7 ea., any 4 for $25

•   Shelf Plate $20  (Stand is $2 additional)

Please contact me for any requests.  I will be bringing finished pieces to the TTR monthly meetings, and can 

cast to order.  jbh

2022 Polar Bear Run 
Event Magnet
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January 2022  

This month features recent Triumph Stag  sales from Bring a Trailer website.  The site has additional sales infor-

mation and detailed descriptions going back  six years.   

Recent Triumph Auction Activity 

https://bringatrailer.com/triumph/tr6/
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January 2022  

It has been a few months since I’ve contributed to the 

Bluebonnet, but Editor John still seems to think people 

are (somewhat) interested in what goes on in my gar-

age, so here goes another year of my usual drivel. 
 
I finally received all the parts needed to install the 

Electronic Fuel Injection (EFI) on my TR6, and I’ve 

spent the last few weeks trying to get all that stuff 

mounted. If you recall my last article, I was waiting on 

a custom tank from Boyd’s Welding and the Microsquirt 

ECU to run the whole system. I’m making progress, but 

it’s quite a bit more complex than I originally thought it 

would be. Who would have thought, right? 
 
At the risk of my repeating myself, I bought an EFI 

intake manifold from Ramin Mirshab, a Microsquirt 

ECU, a custom 15 gallon fuel tank, an internal 340 Li-

ters per hour fuel pump from FiTech, a Corvette regu-

lator/fuel filter from Summit and an assortment of 

relays, fuses, ABS plastic mounting boards and other 

miscellaneous stuff to actually get it working. 
 
The fuel tank is beautifully made out of aluminum and 

TIG welded by Boyd’s Tanks. The stock TR6 tank is 

about 12 gallons, and Boyd’s tank is 15 gallons. I wasn’t 

actually needing a larger tank as I was already getting 

about 28 mpg with the SUs, however Boyd's tank had 

internal baffles included and a lot more real estate to 

mount the in-tank fuel pump. An additional complication 

now is it takes up quite a bit of the empty space in the 

trunk where I originally intended to put the regulator 

and run the fuel line. That’s hot-rodding for ya! In-

stead of using a grommet already in place, I ended up 

drilling a hole in the trunk for a bulkhead fitting from 

Earl’s which gives me -6 AN (Army Navy) fitting for my 

fuel line. It’s actually a better solution than what I 

originally intended, but I wasn’t planning on drilling an-

other hole in the body. 
 
Not sure if I mentioned before, but Randy DeRuiter 

and Tim Malone have both bought Ramin’s intake mani-

fold, too, and are currently working to install the sys-

tem on their respective cars. It’s interesting how we 

are all putting our systems together slightly different-

ly. Randy’s going with an external fuel pump, Tim’s put-

ting the same pump I bought into his stock tank and I’m 

putting the external fuel pump into my custom tank. It 

should be really interesting in seeing how the systems 

perform once installed. For those of you new to my col-

umn, I tend to be a bit “cost be damned” on my builds, 

Randy takes an engineering viewpoint of creating the 

best system with some reasonable cost constraints and 

Tim listens to both Randy and me, and then does what-

ever the heck he wants to do.  I suspect all our sys-

tems will probably work pretty close to the same, but it 

does make for an interesting experiment!  
 
Ramin’s air intake has a modern GM throttle body at 

the front of his intake, along with 6 individual 19 pound 

injectors each placed into a separate runner to the cyl-

inder. He also makes an intake manifold for Triumph 4-
cylinders, if anyone is interested.  Rat-co is making an 

adapter that uses a LOKAR throttle cable to use with 

the manifold. However, Karl Rettenmaier made a more 

sturdy mounting bracket for the cable as part of the 

Weber 40 DCOE effort on Patina. It doesn’t flex as 

much as the Rat-co bracket, plus it has a bit more 

clearance for the back of Ramin’s intake. I modified it 

slightly and I think it’s going to work well with the LO-

KAR LS1 throttle cable I bought. I’ve got my fingers 

crossed that it works as planned. 
 
In order to filter the air on the throttle body an air 

filter is needed. Richard Good makes a custom cold air 

intake system for our TR6s that I used on the TR250 

for the triple SUs. It has a large filter at the front of 

the radiator, requiring a hole be made in the fan shroud 

he makes for the incoming air pipe. As I only needed 

the bit that included the filter, the piece that comes 

through the shroud and the air duct to the throttle 

body, I went to his website and found exactly what I 

was looking for. Richard makes really nice stuff!      
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Richard even went the extra step in providing me a 

drawing showing exactly where I needed to drill the 

hole in the shroud I bought from him 5 years ago. I 

think Randy’s going with a K&N style filter and Tim’s 

going the same direction as I am. 
 
I’m used to using ABS plastic sheets for installing ste-

reo amps, so I bought some thick 12” x 12” sheets from 

Amazon for installing all the electronic components 

(i.e., ECU, relays, fuse boxes and etc.). I find it makes 

everything look tidy by drilling and tapping threads in 

the plastic to mount all the components. I’m intending 

on mounting all my electronic components under the 

shelf above the passenger feet. Ultimately, the board 

will be about 5” x 10” and bolt up under the metal shelf 

with the same footprint of the 4 bolts that mount the 

pedal box onto the driver’s side shelf on non-UK cars. 

I’m also going to drill about an inch hole in the left side 

of same firewall to bring the wires through that need 

to be hooked up in the engine compartment. It’s pretty 

much how I did the layout on the TR250 when I added 

the relay/fuse box for the Advanced Wiring kit. It all 

looks stockish. 
 
The wiring harness for the Microsquirt ECU is about 

30” long with about 39 wires included in the bundle. I 

drew up a diagram of all the wires I actually need to 

come into the engine compartment and think I’ll only 

need about 19 wires. I took all the corrugated plastic 

off the wiring harness and separated the harness into 

the 19 wires I think I need and the 16 wires I don’t 

think I’ll need. Once I’m 100% sure on the wires, I’ll 

take the connector apart and de-pin the un-needed 

wires. I will then use Tesa tape to rewrap the harness.  
 
For those of you who don’t know what Tesa tape is, it’s 

the same stuff manufacturers like BMW, VW, Porsche 

and Mercedes use to wrap their wiring harnesses. The 

stuff I’ve used in the past was just for wiring harness-

es inside the car, so I had to purchase some Tesa tape 

for the engine compartment. The engine compartment 

stuff is more resistant to water and chemicals than the 

inside stuff. The cool thing about Tesa tape is that it 

sticks to itself, not the wire, making it much more easy 

to unwrap in the future without leaving the gummy re-

sidual normal electrician's tape leaves. 
 

It was a little bit stressful drilling a big hole into my 

new Boyd’s tank, but after measuring about a dozen 

times, I took my big ol’ hole saw to the tank and made a 

new hole in the top. It took me the better part of the 

afternoon to mount the electric fuel pump in the tank. 

Now I need to mount the tank and plumb all the wiring 

and fuel lines to hook it up to the intake manifold and 

ECU.  
 
I’m planning on running 3/8” hard fuel lines wrapped in 

DEI’s insulation from the tank to the fuel rail of the 

intake. I’m also using -6 AN fittings, so I’ll be making 

good use of my Eastwood flaring tool to get the 37 de-

gree angles needed by the AN fittings. I’ve used the 

heck out of the tool for making normal fuel fittings and 

brake lines in the past. Also, I’ve gotten a large amount 

of experience with AN fittings on the 240Z, so I’m 

glad I can use the tools and knowledge on another pro-

ject.  
 
I’ll keep you posted on the EFI work. I just purchased 

a new cheap laptop for the garage as I need to load the 

base software onto the Microsquirt and it’s particular 

about the version of the OS your computer runs. I 

bought a $250 laptop running Windows 10 that I intend 

to use for the Haltech ECU in my RX7, the Tune 1-2-3 

distributors in the Triumphs and now the Tuner Studio 

for the Microsquirt. Who knew that Computer Science 

degree I earned in college would come in handy?? 
 
Jerry Gruss has been over helping me get the 240Z’s 

dashboard wiring setup to use the Speedhut gauges I 

installed in the dash. I bought a used wiring harness 

from eBay so I wouldn’t screw up the original wiring 

harness when I removed all the old wiring needed by 

the old gauges. I took all the sticky electrician’s tape 

off the harness and then started to run through all my 

wiring diagrams to figure out what wires to remove. I 

never thought I’d miss the Triumph wiring harnesses so 

much! Nissan actually had different color wires con-

necting the dash wiring together under the tape. Plus, 

they used barrel clamps (which is okay), but used wiring 

tape to shield them versus shrink-wrap. After scratch-

ing my head for a day, I gave Jerry a call to come over 

and help out. It made me feel better that it took Jerry 

a day and a half before he started to make heads or 

tails about the wiring harness, too. Anyway, Jerry 

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 



 

 33 

 

January 2022  

helped me get that task complete, so now we just need to put the dash into the car to start getting all the wiring 

complete on that project. 
 
It amazes me that I can get all the LS1 ECU, injectors and sensors wired with no issues, plus I ’m a whiz on auto 

stereo installs, but I still feel useless when I get behind the dash of the Z. Oh, well, that ’s why it’s always nice to 

be able to count on the expertise of other club members! 
 
I’m still waiting on my tank to come back from Rick’s Tanks in El Paso for the LS1 V8 240Z. I’ll give them a call 

after Christmas to see how things are going. I can imagine they probably had a lot of work to get out of their 

shop for Christmas. 
 
That’s it for now. Keep playing with those cars! Plus, stay safe!  

Exhaust Fumes - James Moore 
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Previous page – In-tank fuel pump. 

Upper Left – Microsquirt wiring bundle. 

Upper Right – Wiring bundle after the covering was 
removed & the wires sorted. 

Lower Left – air intake from Richard Good. 

Lower Right – bracket for the LS1 throttle cable. 
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Upper Left – New EFI Intake manifold. You can see 
the duct from the air cleaner coming through the 
shroud.

Upper Right – The Microsquirt ECU.

Middle Left – Boyd Welding’s 15-gallon tank with the 
in-tank fuel pump installed.

Middle Right – This is on the TR250, but how I want 
to install the board for the ECU, relays & etc. on the 
TR6.
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Upper Left – 15-gallon Boyd’s tank. 

Upper Right – -6 AN bulkhead fitting for the fuel line. 

Lower Left – Water sensor in the thermostat housing that will be used by the ECU. 

Lower Right – Dash wiring on the Datsun 240Z project. 
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January - heading into a new year, and hoping to be on 
auto-pilot with a proper glidepath to a typical year.  
Alas, this Omicron variant of the Covid virus has trig-
gered a new wave of safety protocols….so I guess the 
smooth landing has been waved off, or at least it’s just 
a go-around situation.  The variant names are Greek 
letters, and with Omicron we’re on the 15th (of 24) 
letters.  That means there’s only nine more variants 
until we reach Omega, which is guaranteed to be the 
last strain!  In the meantime, the club will continue to 
adapt to the situation as we have for the past two 
years. 
 
The schedule for the upcoming year is largely set with 
monthly club events, a scheduled Polar Bear Run in 
January that will be covered in the next issue, and 
VTR Regional and National Events in April and August/
September respectively.  
 
This issue contains a lot of content from the annual 
TTR Christmas Party, with lots of great photos con-
tributed by our roving reporters.  It was great fun, 
well produced, with generous toy and cash donations 
by TTR members for needy children via Toys for Tots. 
 
Looking forward, I plan to resume the Featured Car 
series, with a detailed look at cars of TTR members, 
and the story behind the car and the member’s in-
volvement with Triumphs in their own words.     

 
On the workshop front I promised to provide a Tech-
nology Report article on the wobbly speedometer nee-
dle on the TR6, which is a convenient excuse to blame 
our mediocre showing in Time-speed-distance rally 
events.  That project is currently on hold pending the 
arrival of a new proper concours grey speedometer 
cable which is back-ordered from a factory some-
where in England.  There is a story lurking in there at 
some point, but at this point the date is unknown. 
 
And with VTR events already on the calendar, it’s time 

for Nancy and me to put on our thinking caps for new 
entries in the Model and Craft Contest events.  We’ve 
had lots of fun with those, and have developed some 
new skills and techniques as a result.  Like many 
things, the journey is the destination, and we have fun 
learning as we go.  I may set up my stained-glass bench 
again after being stored for many years…..we’ll see. 
 
As always, I welcome any contributed articles from 
any TTR members regarding your car, wrenching, Tri-
umph history or trivia, or almost anything else you feel 
might be of interest to the club members. 
                                                                               jbh 

Idle Chatter - Words From the Editor 

From the Archives - January 2016 
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Spoiler Alert - Solution on next page 

TTR Puzzle Page 
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January 2022  For Sale - TR6 High-Torque Starter 

For Sale: BBB Industries High-Torque, Remanufactured Starter for late model TR6.  Was pur-
chased but never installed.  Original purchase price was $279.00; selling for $100.00 OBO. 

Contact Fred Wagner (281) 948-7405 for purchase and pick-up.  Selling alternator on behalf of 
TTR member Steven Umbach.  

one creature was stirring, 
and it wasn’t a mouse 
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TTR publishes a monthly newsletter, The Bluebonnet, and holds monthly mem-
bership meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each month except December (when we 
have our annual Christmas Party).  For more information, contact Mike Hado 
(281.807.4780). 

We look forward to meeting you! 

Check one:   New Membership      Renewal Update

Member’s Name: ___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day) _____________/_____________________________

Spouse’s Name: ___________________________________________

Birthday (month/day):      _____________/_____________________________        

Street (or Mailing) Address: __________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: _____ Zip:  _________

  Home Phone: _______________ Work phone: _____________  Cell:  _______________

  E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________________________________

Triumph ownership is not a prerequisite for membership; however, if you do own any Triumphs, please  tell us about 
them:

Optional:  Send in a photo 
of yourself/selves and 
your Triumph(s).  

Year      Model         Commission No.                Color                                Condition*

_____ ___________   _______________________ ________        ______________

_____ ___________   _______________________ ________        ______________

_____ ___________   _______________________ ________        ______________

_____ ___________   _______________________ ________        ______________

_____ ___________   _______________________ ________        ______________

*O = Original, R = Restored, B = Being Restored, P = Parts Car

Dues: $30 per year per family.
Make check payable to Texas Triumph Register and mail to Texas Triumph Register, P.O. Box 
40847, Houston, Texas  77240-0847).   Your cancelled check is your receipt.  –or--

On-line payment option using Pay Pal available on our website!

TTR Membership Form




